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Her VAM score is consistently in the 90’s.  This isn’t 
accidental.  It is intentionality as practice.
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Participant DemographicsParticipant Demographics

● Participants were from a variety of district sizes 
○ Range of School Size was 317 - 1568.

● Ten of the fourteen interviewed taught third grade - the other 4 
were science or math (Elementary and HS)

● Average Years of Experience = 21
○ Range of Experience was from 12 to 37 years

● Average Free/Reduced Lunch Rate = 62%
○ Range of FRL was 46 - 100%



Participant DemographicsParticipant Demographics

● Average VAM Score of Participants
■ Composite: 91
■ ELA: 93
■ Math: 89
■ Science: 90



The Four Clusters of High-Growth Practice



Decision Point 
1: 
Intentionality 
as Practice, 
not 
Performance



Decision Point 2:  Know the Content Deeply, Not Just Teaching it 
Accurately



Decision Point 3:  Curriculum as a 
Starting Point, not the End



Decision Point 4: Use Assessment to Improve 
Instruction, Not Just Measure Learning





The Four Clusters of High-Growth Practice



Decision Point 5:  Relationships are 
Load-bearing, Not Decorative



Decision Point 6:  High Expectations without a 
Lowered Floor



Decision Point 7:  
Academic 
language as 
access, not an add 
on.







The Four Clusters of High-Growth Practice



Decision Point 9:  Teaching as 
Collective Responsibility, Not 
Classroom Isolation



The Four Clusters of High-Growth Practice



Decision Point 10:  The 
System as an Enabler, Not a 
Backdrop





Questions?

Dr. Julie Workman, Arch Ford ESC
julie.workman@archford.org

Dr. Donna Wake, UCA
dwake@uca.edu
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