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Which of these might you best identify with?

• Students cannot access course resources in time. 

• Course materials are too expensive. 

• No single resource fits what I teach. 

• Existing resources are outdated or incomplete. 

• My students/community have stories worth documenting. 

• Others?

60 seconds
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Music 
Appreciation

Popular and 
World Music
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Music 
Appreciation

Popular and 
World Music

Appalachian 
Writing Project
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Created by Students. 
Guided by Teachers. 
Revised over Time. 

Shared for a Purpose.
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Here’s the plan…

• Problem 

• Product 

• Purpose 

• Platform 

• Process 

• Proof 

• Participation
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Product
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These resources may include…

• Book covers 

• Table of contents 

• Written explanations 

• Images 

• Diagrams 

• Audio 

• Video 

• Interviews 

• Listening guides 

• Timelines 

• Review questions 

• Reflection prompts 

• Glossary terms 

• Links 

• Citations 

• Student-created visuals
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Classical Music Era
Music Appreciation Textbook Series
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Start Small - Maybe Stay Small

• One page 

• One chapter 

• One field guide 

• One listening guide 

• One lab guide 

• One class anthology 

• One local culture collection 

• Resource library
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NOTICE 
 What do you observe? 

WONDER 
What question does this raise for you? 

STEAL 
What ideas could you adapt for your own students?
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What had to happen for students to create 
this page?

• Research 

• Source evaluation 

• Writing 

• Organization 

• Media selection 

• Copyright/ethical use 

• Citation 

• Design 

• Audience awareness 

• Revision 

• Understanding of content 

• Collaboration
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Purpose
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Access 
Fit 

Creativity 
Motivation 

Growth Through Revision 
Public Work Display + Integrity
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“My contention is that creativity now is as 
important in education as literacy, and we 

should treat it with the same status.”
- Sir Ken Robinson (2006)
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“There's something about knowing future students will read one's work that can really 
motivate students to take the work seriously.” - Derek Bruff
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ISTE Standards 
Students1.3 Knowledge 

Constructor

1.1 Empowered 
Learner

1.6 Creative 
Communicator

1.4 Innovative 
Designer

1.7 Global 
Collaborator

1.2 Digital 
Citizen

https://iste.org/standards/students
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ISTE Standards 
Educators

2.2 Leader 2.6 Facilitator

2.3 Citizen

2.5 Designer

2.7 Analyst

https://iste.org/standards/educators
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Platform
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Should help students…

• Collect information, images, audio, video, interviews, and examples. 

• Design pages that help someone else learn. 

• Embed or connect media. 

• Revise through feedback and multiple drafts. 

• Share or publish the resource for external audiences. 

• Preserve the work so that it can serve future students or communities. 
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…and  
more
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What platform would be most realistic 
in your setting?

• Apple Keynote 

• Google Docs, Slides 

• Microsoft Word, 
Powerpoint 

• Book Creator 

• Canva 

• Adobe Express 

• Padlet 

• Printed Booklets 

• Zines 

• Binders 

• Posters 

• Something else??

60 seconds
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Process
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Identify the Gap 

Define the Audience 

Study Models 

Create the Scaffold 

Research and Gather Materials 

Create the Draft 

Share Feedback 

Revise and Improve 

Share or Publish 

Celebrate Success!! 🤩
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Identify the Gap

What resource is missing, too 
expensive, outdated, incomplete, 

etc.?
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Define the Audience
Who will use the resource?

Future Students in the Same Course

Current Classmates

Younger Students

Families

Other Teachers

Local Organizations

Community Members

Beginning Learners

48



Students Need Models
Show mentor texts.

Music of Andalusia  
D. Sorah

The Heart 
J. Deinhammer/Coppell High School Anatomy and Physiology

Susquenita’s Book of Presidents 
T. Shepler/Susquenita High School

Aylesbury Talks: Food A-Z 
T. Zita/Aylesbury Primary School
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Students Need Models
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Students Need Models
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Students Need Models
Aylesbury Talks: Food A-Z 

T. Zita/Aylesbury Primary School
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Create the Scaffold
Planning the structure.

Content

Skills

Process

Assessment
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Create the Scaffold
Planning the structure.



Create the Scaffold
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Create the Scaffold
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Research and Gather Materials
Students collect and curate.

• Scholarly sources 

• Images 

• Audio 

• Video 

• Interviews 

• Local knowledge 

• Music and listening 
examples 

• Community voices 

• Ethical use of materials
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Create the Draft
Build the page, chapter, guide, anthology, etc.

• Organization 

• Accuracy 

• Clarity 

• Media 

• Audience 

• Design 

• Accessibility 

• Citation
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Share Feedback
Who can provide feedback?

• Self  

• Peers 

• Instructors 

• External reviewers 

• Experts in the field

Check for…

• Sources 

• Design 

• Accuracy 

• Audience appropriateness
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Share Feedback

61





Revise and Improve
Grit

• Part of the learning itself 

• Improve clarity 

• Accuracy 

• Organization 

• Design 

• Citations
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Revise and Improve
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Share or Publish
In what ways can we share our work?

• Apple Books 

• PDF 

• LMS 

• School Website 

• Google Drive 

• Printed Anthology  

• Community Event 

• Classroom Library 

• Public Presentation 

• Department Resource 
Library 

• Other ideas?
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Proof
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The Product Exists

Time and Effort 

Multimodal Design 

Customized for Our Students 

Useful for Others 

Accessibility
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Provide Access 
Reduce Cost

New Resources Created 

Saving Students/Departments/Schools Money
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Learning in the Process
Research 

Evaluation 

Writing 

Curating 

Thinking 

Organizing 

Revising
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Student Voices
Appreciated creativity 

Felt supported by feedback and revision 

Understood content better 

Recognized value in helping other learners 

Cared more because of public audience 

Valued creative work as compared to traditional tests
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Student Voices
“I’ve never been more proud of an assignment that I’ve done 

in college.” 

“I’ve written many papers, but there’s not one I look back 
and feel the need to show it off to people.” 

“I’ve become a more creative person.” 

“I think this is a great format for learning about music 
appreciation.”
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Participation
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Resource Remix: The Card Game

Now playing: Hero Jacob by Donald Sorah



Problem Card  
+ 

Course Card 
+ 

Audience Card 
Student-Created Resource Idea
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The textbook is 
too expensive 

or 
is not available

Problem Card 

Music 
Appreciation

Course Card

Future music 
appreciation 

students

Audience Card

Student-Created Music Appreciation Books
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The perfect 
textbook 

cannot be 
found

Problem Card 

Popular and 
World Music

Course Card 

Future Popular 
and World 

Music 
Students 

+ 
Eighth Grade 

Learners

Audience Card 

A New, Custom Collection of Knowledge
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Students 
struggle with 

recurring 
mistakes

Problem Card 

Algebra

Course Card 

Peers 
Now + Future

Audience Card 

Process Guide Demonstrating Better Strategies
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79

30 seconds



Students 
struggle with 
pronunciation

Problem Card 

Foreign 
Languages

Course Card 

Peers 
Now + Future

Audience Card 

Word/Phrase Guide With Audio/Video Support
80



your problem

Problem Card 
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Clear Writing

Critical 
Thinking

Media Literacy

Problem Solving

Ethical Citation

Source Evaluation Audience 
Awareness

Research Literacy Digital Publishing

Visual Design

Information Design

Accessibility 
Thinking

Project 
Management

Collaboration

Peer Feedback

Revision Habits
Growth Mindset

Persistence

CommunicationOrganization

Decision-Making

Creative Confidence

Public 
Contribution

Reflective Practice

Responsible Use  
of Technology

Content Synthesis

Creativity

Community 
Connection

Learning OwnershipQuality Control

Grit
Drive

Flow
Ethical AI Use

Design 
Thinking

Content 
Curation

Curiosity

Teamwork

Leadership

Empathy

Paraphrasing

Resilience

Process 
Thinking

Public 
Voice Learning Transfer

Copyright Awareness

Time Management

Active 
Learning

Authentic 
Assessment

ISTE 
Standards Altruism

Cost Savings

Project Based 
Learning

Challenge Based Learning

Problem Based 
Learning



Let’s Keep In Touch

• Professor of Music at The University of 
Virginia’s College at Wise 

• Apple Distinguished Educator 

• Apple Learning Coach 

• ISTE Certified Ed Tech Leader 

• dws4w@uvawise.edu 

• LinkedIn, Instagram, Facebook, YouTube

Donald W. Sorah
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YOUR Problem Card YOUR Course Card YOUR Audience Card 
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