IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF _____________ COUNTY
	STATE OF OKLAHOMA

IN THE MATTER OF THE MENTAL HEALTH OF:

______________________					MH-_____________







	INSTRUCTIONS TO THE JURY


	________________, 202_


	_______________________ JUDGE

	INTRODUCTION

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN OF THE JURY:

As stated before by the Court this matter was instituted by the filing of a Petition by _______________________, alleging that Respondent, _________________, is a mentally ill person and a person requiring treatment as defined in these instructions.
_______________ has denied the allegations in the Petition and has asked for this jury trial.
You have heard the testimony and all the evidence that will be presented in this case.  You will now be given the instructions concerning the law under which you are to arrive at your verdict.

	INSTRUCTION NO. 1
The filing of a petition is not to be considered by you as evidence.  It is only the means by which the cause is brought into court.  Respondent’s denial of the allegations in the petition places in issue each and every material allegation of the petition and forms the issues which you have been selected to determine.

	INSTRUCTION NO. 2
In this case there is no plaintiff or defendant.  This is a special proceeding in the nature of an inquest or inquiry into the mental health of Respondent, _____________.  You are specifically instructed that the only questions for the jury to answer are: (1) whether _______________ is a mentally ill person; and (2) is he a person requiring treatment as defined in these instructions.  These determinations must be made on the evidence presented, and in accordance with these instructions.

	INSTRUCTION NO. 3
Under the applicable law of Oklahoma, a “mentally ill person” is a person who is afflicted with a substantial disorder of thought, mood, perception, psychological orientation or memory that significantly impairs judgment, behavior, capacity to recognize reality or ability to meet the ordinary demands of life.


















	INSTRUCTION NO. 4:
Under the applicable law of Oklahoma, a “person requiring treatment” means:
	A person who because of his or her mental illness or drug or alcohol dependency meets at least one of the following:
(1) poses a substantial risk of immediate physical harm to self as manifested by evidence or serious threats of or attempts at suicide or other significant self-inflicted bodily harm,
(2) poses a substantial risk of immediate physical harm to another person or persons as manifested by evidence of violent behavior directed toward another person or persons,
(3) has placed another person or persons in a reasonable fear of violent behavior directed towards such person or persons or serious physical harm to them as manifested by serious and immediate threats,
(4) is in a condition of severe deterioration that is continuing, as has been observed within the previous seventy-two-hour period such that, without immediate intervention, there exists a substantial risk that severe impairment or injury will result to the person, or
(5) poses a substantial risk of immediate serious physical injury to self or death as manifested by evidence that the person is unable to provide for and is not providing for his or her basic physical needs.

 	INSTRUCTION NO. 5:
In determining whether the person is a person requiring treatment, you shall also consider, along with any other relevant information:
(1) the person’s history of violence or criminal acts including unadjudicated criminal acts if evidence of the person’s culpability is evident or established,
(2) the person’s history of compliance with mental and behavioral health medication and treatment,
(3) the probability and result of the person’s noncompliance with medication and treatment if not committed,
(4) the consumer’s history of using weapons in an illegal or unsafe manner, and
(5) any previous instances of harm, attempted harm, or threatened harm to self or others.

	INSTRUCTION NO. 6
The burden of proof rests upon the Petitioner.  The Petitioner must prove by clear and convincing evidence that respondent is a mentally ill person and a person requiring treatment in light of the facts you find and the law I give you.
Proof by clear and convincing evidence means that you must be persuaded, considering all the evidence in the case, that this proposition is highly probable and free from serious doubt.

	INSTRUCTION NO.  7
In the event that you determine that Respondent is a mentally ill person and a person requiring treatment as defined above, the Court will determine and order the least restrictive appropriate treatment.

	INSTRUCTION NO. 8
You are the sole judges of the believability of each witness and the value to be given the testimony of each. You should take into consideration the witness’ means of knowledge, strength of memory and opportunities for observation. Also consider the reasonableness and consistency or inconsistency of the testimony.
You should also consider the bias, prejudice, or interest, if any, the witness may have in the outcome of the trial, the conduct of the witness upon the witness stand, and all other facts and circumstances that affect the believability of the witness.

	INSTRUCTION NO. 9
There has been introduced the testimony of witnesses who are represented to be skilled in certain areas. Such witnesses are known in law as expert witnesses. You may consider the testimony of these witnesses and give it such weight as you think it should have, but the value to be given their testimony is for you to determine. You are not required to surrender your own judgment to that of any person testifying as an expert or otherwise. The testimony of an expert, like that of any other witness, is to be given such value as you think it is entitled to receive.

	INSTRUCTION NO. 10
The Court has made rulings during this trial. In ruling, the Court has not in any way suggested to you the weight or credit to be given any evidence or testimony received during the trial, nor intimated in any way what you should decide in this case.
You are the judges of the facts. The importance and worth of the evidence and testimony is for you to decide.	From all the testimony heard and evidence seen by you during the trial, and using the reasoning which you each have, you will make your decision. You should perform your duties as jurors impartially and faithfully, under your oath.


	INSTRUCTION NO.  11
Your decision must be based upon probabilities, not possibilities. It may not be based upon speculation or guesswork.

	INSTRUCTION NO. 12
You are provided with two (2) verdict forms.
You are instructed that a verdict may be reached unanimously or by as many as five (5) of your members concurring therein. 
If your verdict is unanimous then only the Foreperson need sign the appropriate verdict form.
If the verdict is not unanimous but five (5) of you are in agreement on a verdict, then each of the five (5) jurors concurring in the verdict must sign the appropriate verdict form.  The sixth juror not agreeing with the verdict shall not sign anything.
If you do not find by clear and convincing evidence that Respondent is mentally ill and a person requiring treatment as defined in these instructions, you should complete the appropriate verdict form and leave the other verdict from blank.
If you do find by clear and convincing evidence that Respondent is mentally ill and a person requiring treatment as defined in these instructions, you should complete the appropriate verdict form and leave the other verdict from blank.
Once a verdict has been reached and the verdict form properly completed, please notify my bailiff by pressing the buzzer in the jury room.

	INSTRUCTION NO. 13
You will now listen to the argument of counsel which is a proper part of this trial.  If, during the argument, counsel makes any statements which are not based upon the evidence in the case or are not reasonable deductions from the evidence in this case or the law given you by the court, you will disregard such statements. 
