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Setting the Stage: Why Spatial Data 
Coordination Matters
• Puget Sound recovery is inherently a multi-jurisdictional, data-

intensive challenge — tribes, state agencies, federal programs, 
local governments, and consultants are all working in the same 
landscape with different data

• Coordination and Data: fragmented datasets, duplicated effort, 
unclear authoritative sources, and a lack of coordination on 
standards and priorities impede good decisions

• Coordination can Improve Investments 

What if there was a dedicated regional forum to help solve this 
together?



PSEMP: The Broader Program Context
 A knowledge sharing network



What is the SDWG?
PSEMP work group focused on improving how spatial 
data supports ecosystem recovery and decision-making.
We support collaboration to:

• Address shared spatial data challenges
• Connect data users, producers, and decision-makers
• Identify data gaps and coordination needs
• Promote data consistency, access, and shared standards

Goal: Make spatial data more useful for planning, 
management, and recovery across Puget Sound and 
Washington.
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How the SDWG is Structured
Formed in 2021 following a 2019 workshop that identified the need



What We Do:  Core Activities

• Quarterly Workshops — deep dives on priority spatial data 
topics with 50+ regional practitioners

• Data Recommendations — curated guidance on 
authoritative datasets for common use cases

• Focus Teams — time-limited groups tackling specific, 
bounded spatial data challenges

• Special Projects & Data Products — applied work products 
like the Land Cover Demonstration Project 



Spotlight: Workshops



Spotlight: Data 
Recommendations



Spotlight: Focus Teams



Spotlight: Special 
Projects & Data Products



SDWG Hub Site

• Includes archived workshop 
recordings & slides, data 
recommendations, Focus Team 
updates, member resources, 
contact info

• It's a persistent, growing 
knowledge base — not just a 
meeting calendar



Who Benefits & Why Join

• GIS Analyst / Data Scientist: access to curated data guidance, 
workshops on technical topics (LiDAR, land cover, hydrography), 
peer network 

• Resource/Program Manager: stay informed on regional data 
priorities; influence what problems get tackled 

• Agency/Tribal Staff: coordinate on shared data challenges without 
reinventing the wheel 

• Consultants/Private Sector: understand what authoritative data 
products exist and where gaps are; contribute expertise 

Core value proposition: expand your network, sharpen your 
practice, and contribute to outcomes that matter



How to Get Involved

1. Attend a workshop — quarterly, open to 
all, archived if you miss one

2. Join or propose a Focus Team — if you 
have a specific data challenge, this is how 
it gets traction

3. Use and contribute to Data 
Recommendations — use what's there; 
flag gaps or new authoritative sources

4. Join the mailing list / member network 
— stay connected to the regional spatial 
data community

Scan the QR Code

Email: 
SDWG@esassoc.com



Questions?
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