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Agenda

Online Permit Portal 

Types of Permits in the Portal

NH RSA 236:13 and NHDOT Access Policy Revisions

Residential Expedited Process

Access Guidance Documents

4/14/2026



Governor Sununu Initiative

Statewide Online Permit System

• NH Permit Portal
• NH Access - Goal is a single online user 

account for All State Permits
• Improved Transparency

NHDOT Footprint

• Driveway Permits
• Right of Way Activities (ROWA) 

(Previously Excavation Permits)
• Special Events Permits (Previously 

Parade Permits)
• Sponsor a Highway
• Utility Poles
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July 2023 NH Permit Portal



Online Permit Portal
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Types of Permits in Portal



Active Permits in Portal



Individual Permit Tracking



Governor Ayotte Initiative
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NH RSA 236:13 and Policy

• Purpose of permit (RSA)
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NH RSA 236:13 Oct 2024 Amendment

October 2024 NH RSA 236:13 was modified to include:

IV-a. For any existing or proposed residential use of land, including 
multifamily development that is not classified as a major driveway 
under the department's policy relating to driveways and access to the 
state highway system, the department shall issue or deny the permit 
described in paragraph II within 60 days of receiving a completed 
application.
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NH RSA 236:13 Oct 2025 Amendment
(via SB 153)

IV-b. For expedited permitting of major entrances for residential use of 20 units or greater:
(a) The commissioner of the department of transportation shall revise the department's 
policy for the permitting of driveways and other access to the state highway system to 
implement an optional program for the expedited permitting of major entrances for 
residential use of 20 units or greater, within 60 business days of approval of the traffic impact 
study.
(b) An applicant electing to use the expedited permitting process under this paragraph shall 
pay a $120 per unit non-refundable permit fee, which shall be credited to the highway fund.
(c) The commissioner of the department of transportation, with approval of the governor and 
council, may adjust the fee in subparagraph (b).
(d) In addition to the permit fee in subparagraph (b), the applicant shall pay a retainer as 
formulated in the department's policy relating to the permitting of driveways and other 
access to the state highway system, for reasonable expenses incurred by the department for 
third-party professional engineer review and consultation during the expedited permitting 
process. All third-party review fees shall be tracked and a copy provided to the applicant. All 
unused retainages shall be refunded to the applicant within 120 days of the issuance of the 
permit.
3 Effective Date October 5, 2025
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NH RSA 236:13 changes

• Expedited Voluntary Program: Projects ≥20 residential units
• Expedited Timeline: 60 days to permit or deny
• Fixed Non-Refundable Fee: $120/unit
• Third-Party Permit Review - pass through cost based on scope of impact
 Balance to be Returned to Applicant
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Expedited Application Review Timeline
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Restart review if 
revisions are required

Restart review if 
revisions are required



Expedited Review Timeline
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Example
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200 
Units

Due prior to 
scoping meeting

Fixed Fee:
$120/house

3rd Party Review cost for traffic 
scoping meeting*:
$ TBD based on size and complexity of development

(Any remaining funds returned to Applicant.)

3rd Party Review cost for plan review*:
$ TBD based on size and complexity of development

(Any remaining funds returned to Applicant.)

$24,000

$$

Due Prior to 
Approved Traffic 

Study
$$

*3rd Party Review Costs Will Be Formalized, Still In Progress



Milestone Task Payment Amounts
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Milestone Task Payments
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Policy – Lot of Record

What did the parcel look like 
on July 1, 1971 (effective 
date of NH RSA 236:13) 
prior to any subsequent 
subdivisions and sales of 
portions?
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That is Lot of 
Record.

18



Policy – The Three-Driveway Rule
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Highway frontage: --
All-season sight distance: 

<400 ft
In safest possible location

Highway frontage: <500 ft
All-season sight distance: 

>400 ft (both drives)

Highway frontage: >500 ft
All-season sight distance: 

>400 ft (all drives)

Maximum number of drives

*Exceptions may be granted on unique circumstances, safest drive location to be determined by District Engineer



Driveway Resource Center
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Decision Tree
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Driveway Application Checklist
Driveway Types
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Logging/Forestry or 
Utility Access

Temporary Drive

10 Trips

Standard

20-100 Trips

10-19 Trips

Major Drive

>100 Trips

Major Traffic Generator

Can Participate into 
Expedited Process

(Voluntary)
*Residential Only*

Cannot Participate in 
Expedited Process

Draft As of April 10, 2025# housing units = trips to determine eligibility



Driveway Application Checklist
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Timeline Non-Expedited
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Traffic Impact Guidance
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• Provides general guidance on information require for Traffic Impact Study 
based project Type

• Standard Driveway: None required for residential <10
 Provide Trip estimate for non-residential

• Major Driveway: Scoping meeting not required, may be requested
 TIS scope generally limited to driveway, may include nearby intersections 

if requested by DOT
• Major Traffic Generator: Scoping meeting required
 TIS scope determined at scoping meeting



Design Checklists
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Environmental Checklist
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• Checklist: Provides a summary of the environmental evaluation required 
to be undertaken by the third-party applicant/design engineer.

• Permits: Applicant/design engineer is responsible for securing all 
necessary environmental permits.
 NHDES AOT
 NHDES Wetland
 NHDES Shoreland 
 MS4 General Permit



NHDOT and NH Permit Portal
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Contacts

4/14/2026 29

Susan Klasen, PE Director of Operations
Susan.m.Klasen@dot.nh.gov

Roger Appleton, PE District Engineer
Roger.l.appleton@dot.nh.gov

mailto:Susan.m.Klasen@dot.nh.gov
mailto:Roger.l.appleton@dot.nh.gov


National Work Zone 
Awareness Week 
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Monday
April 20

Tuesday 
April 21

Wednesday
April 22

Thursday
April 23

Friday 
April 24

Work Zone Safety 
Training

National Kickoff 
Event, host 

Connecticut DOT

Go Orange Day Social Media Storm Moment of Silence
10AM

SAFE ACTIONS SAVE LIVES
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