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Objectives
1. Let’s Discuss Atlas

2. Connection to PreK
3. Overall Alignment with 

CLASS, HQIM, and CDELS.
4. Resource Links from OEC



The Why?
1.  Atlas-hasn’t changed 

things for Pre-K!
2. Let’s align (connect) Pre-K 

to Kindergarten
3. Overall Alignment with 

CLASS, HQIM, and CDELS 
with common language.

4. Everyone using the same 
Resource Links from OEC



Actually, K is 
screened 4 

times!



K-3

Beginning of Year Screener
(first 30 days)

K-2 Math
K-3 Literacy

Interim
K-2 Math

K-2 Literacy

Middle of Year Screener 
(if indicated)

K-2 Math
K-3 Literacy

Summative
K-2 Math

K-2 Literacy

Testlets
K-2 Math

K-3 Literacy



2025-2026 ATLAS Kindergarten Assessment Blueprint

Let’s focus on BOY 
Screener!

What do you 
notice? Wonder?





Pre-K 
Expectations 

and 
Information



Arkansas PRE-K Standards



Phonological Awareness Umbrella



Phonemic Awareness
Kindergarten Expectation (AR Academic 

Standards)

Preschool Connections (CDELS)

EL 2.1 -  Decides whether two words rhyme. 
EL 2.1 - Shows awareness that some words begin with the same sound 
EL 2.1 - Verbally identifies, blends, segments, and deletes parts of words with 
decreasing need for modeling or visual supports  Pre-K



HQIM

Name sound play

Onset/rime during small 
and whole group

Rhyming Chants

Sound Isolation

Picture cards for 
segmenting

Picture cards for 
blending



 Frequent opportunities for children

 to respond, playful sound games
Behavior Management & Positive Climate:

Instructional 
Learning Formats:

Playing sound 
games

Using hand motions

Concept Development:
Producing rhyming 

words from 
previously learned 

sounds

Quality of Feedback: 
Teacher models sounds 
with scaffolding and 

gesture cues.



✔ Know most common sounds 

by EOY

✔ Phoneme manipulation 

embedded across day (centers, 

transitions, morning message)

✔ Students beginning to 

attach sounds to letters 

(phoneme-grapheme 

correspondence)

Phonemic

Awareness

PreK Look-Fors



Alphabet Knowledge
 Kindergarten Expectation (AR Academic 

Standards)

Preschool Connections (CDELS)

EL 3.2 - Shows knowledge of the shapes, names, and sounds of letters.
EL 3.2 - Recognizes and names an increasing number of letters correctly, 
especially those in own name.
EL 3.2 - Produces the correct sounds for an increasing number of letters.



HQIM

Alphabet

Letter Songs

“ABC” Center Tactile Letter Cards

Focus Letters

Name Wall



a

Feedback loops: 

“Yes! That’s M. What 

sound does M make?” 

Language 

Modeling:
Advanced Language

Narration

Communication 

Extensions

Scaffolding: 

letter-sound connections 

in centers & small groups 



PreK Look-Fors

Alphabet

 Knowledge

✔ Letter Identification 

by EOY

✔ Letters embedded 

across day (centers, 

transitions, morning 

message)

✔ Students naming 

letters, not just 

matching





• A foundational pre-reading skills program 

designed explicitly for the year before 

children transition to kindergarten. 

• It is a highly targeted, 15-to-20-minute 

daily supplement routine.

It focuses on:
• Oral Language Development

• Concepts of Print

• Instructional Vocabulary

• Alphabet Knowledge

• Phonological Awareness

• Phonemic Awareness

What is Launchpad?



A Critical 15-Minute Window: Launchpad focuses exclusively on oral language, sound 

discrimination, and print concepts.

By keeping Launchpad as a distinct, dedicated pillar of our daily schedule, we ensure every child 

leaves pre-K with the foundational code-cracking skills they need for life.

How does it differ from a HQIM?

Why is Launchpad essential?

Launchpad Builds the "Brain Framework": While an HQIM touches 

on multiple learning areas, Launchpad provides the explicit, 

systematic, and sequential daily practice that aligns with Science 

of Reading research.



Language Comprehension
Kindergarten Expectation (AR Academic 

Standards)

Preschool Connections (CDELS)

LD 2.1 - Uses increasingly complex vocabulary, grammar, and sentence structure
EL 1.2 - Engages in read-alouds and conversations about books and stories
LD 1.1 - Understands and responds to language  



HQIM

Story mapping

Retelling stories cards

Vocabulary with visuals
STEAM- Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts, & Math

Realistic idea

Academic vocabulary



a

Language Modeling:

Teachers extend 

language- tell me 

more...”

Language Modeling:

Teachers extend 

language- tell me 

more...”

Concept 

Development:

Ask: 

“Why/How?”

Quality of 

Feedback:

Co-construct 

narrative 

sequences



PreK Look-Fors

a

Language

Comprehension

✔ Children retell stories 

with sequence 

(first/next/last)

✔ Open-ended questioning. 

(encourage curiosity, critical 

thinking, and language 

development)

"Tell me about...", "What do you 

think...?", and "How did you...?"

✔ Visual supports for 

understanding



Rapid Automatic Naming (RAN)

MT 2.1 Sorts and names items by color, size, or shape

Preschool Connections (CDELS)

Quickly name objects/colors/shapes 

(Arkansas Required Dyslexia Screener)

Kindergarten Expectation 



HQIM

Naming rapid cards→ 
colors, shapes, characters, 

objects 

Transition games→ 
Name 3 animals before 

lining up



z

Classroom 

Organization:

Keep the Pace

Smooth routines 

Concept Development:

Rapid response routines 

increase opportunities to 

respond- boosts 

vocabulary and fluency



PreK Look-Fors

Random Automatic 

Naming

(RAN)

✔ Naming practiced 

daily through routines

✔ Increasing speed & 

confidence over time

✔ Reinforcing 

vocabulary across 

content areas



How does this all align with 
CLASS, HQIM, and CDELS?



a How Does This Aligns Across Literacy Systems?
🧩 CDELS 

(What Children Need to 

Learn)

🎯 CLASS 

(How Learning Happens)

📚 HQIM 

(How We Teach It)

EL2.1 – Phonological awareness (sounds, 

blending, segmenting)

Language Modeling- specifically using 

repetition, imitation, and language 

stimulation techniques)

HQIM provides the structure and 

materials

EL3.2 – Alphabet knowledge & 

letter–sound connections

Concept Development-Ask “why” and 

“how” questions (Concept 

Development)

Small groups ensure intentional practice 

with fidelity

LD1.1 / LD2.1 / EL1.2 – Oral language & 

comprehension

Quality of Feedback-Give feedback that 

expands thinking (Quality of Feedback)

Instruction is purposeful, not 

worksheet-driven

CD3.1 – Uses reasoning and planning 

ahead to solve problems and reach 

goals.

 Concept Development by forcing them to 

analyze, predict, and plan their next steps.

HQIM provides open-ended prompts 

and scenarios that encourage children to 

respond



Practical Pre-K Implementation Checklist
Daily Practice Skills Supported Program Alignment

Greeting Circle - name/sound 
Launchpad

PA + Launchpad  HQIM + Launchpad + CLASS - 
Emotional Support & 
Classroom Org.

Read Aloud + WH - questions 
+ retell

Language Comprehension CDELS + HQIM + CLASS 
(Concept Development & 
Quality of Feedback)

ABC Center + tactile letter 
work

Alphabet Knowledge CDELS & HQIM

Vocabulary/naming 
transitions

RAN HQIM + CLASS - Language 
Modeling- (Adv. Lang)

Math (counting, comparing, 
measuring)

Number Sense + Problem 
Solving

CDELS + HQIM + CLASS 
(Concept Development & 
Quality of Feedback)



CLASS and Kindergarten Readiness
CLASS Domain: Instructional Support



If Pre-K does this well, children will: 

1. Have strong sound awareness

2. Know most uppercase/lowercase letters & 
sounds

3. Can fluently name objects/colors/shapes

4. Have high oral language engagement.

1. Fewer PA “at risk” IRP flags (Individual 
Reading Plans)

2. Quicker decoding readiness (reading words)

3. Better automaticity in early reading

4. Strong listening comprehension

Why does the alignment matter?

Kindergarten will then see: 



RESOURCE 

LINKS

 From OEC



Kindergarten Readiness Indicator Checklist c



Kindergarten Readiness for FAMILIES



MONTHLY 

for Families 

and Children



Kindergarten 

Readiness 

Flyer

https://canva.link/o2q3s5j5ls7yted


Local Lead Connections



While kindergarten readiness begins at birth, our focus today was on strengthening the direct 

connection between Pre-K and Kindergarten.

Please remember that ATLAS has not added anything extra to your plate. It is simply a 

reminder to be intentional in Early Childcare by focusing on three things:

● CDELS Awareness: Keeping our Early Learning Standards at the forefront at all levels.

● Shared Vocabulary: Using the same language across both Pre-K and Kindergarten to ease 

transitions.

● Common Resources: Utilizing shared tools so we are all moving in the same direction.

By aligning our language and resources, we can build a seamless 

pathway for our children's success!

Closing Thoughts From US!



Questions



Contact 
Information

Wendy Green - wgreen@crmail.k12.ar.us, 
Chrissy Sain - csain@nea.k12.ar.us, 

Katlin Neimeyer - katlin.niemeyer@swaec.org, 
Shasta Pentecost - 

shasta.pentecost@dawsonesc.com, 

Jennifer Douglas,
Jennifer.Douglasade.arkansas.gov



Thank you!


