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“Thumb” o-meter

Beginner
I have never used AI for Canvas 
and I'm not sure where to start.

Explorer
I've used AI a little to help with 

my course; I think it can do 
more.

Advocate
I use AI frequently to streamline 

my Canvas workflow.



Our Session Agenda


Level 1: The Editor
Content, clarity, and the "Tone-Shift" 
interaction.


Level 2: The Architect
Custom HTML coding for professional 
layouts.


The Bridge
The technical "How-To" workflow. 

The Prompt Lab
Hands-on troubleshooting and 
sandbox time.



Focus: Content & Clarity

The Action: Copy / Paste  just the text into AI and ask for 

help

The Goal: Simplify instructions, clarify organization, and 

add visual cues (emojis).

The Benefit: AI increases accessibility, reduces cognitive 
load, and helps students navigate the LMS more efficiently.

Level 1: The Editor



ORIGINAL CANVAS 
PAGE

Level 1: The "Editor"  (Content & Clarity)



ORIGINAL CANVAS 
PAGE

Level 1: The "Editor"  (Content & Clarity)

Bonus Ideas:  
●  Add emojis
● Add scaffolding 

steps

My Prompt to AI:
"Please  improve these 
assignment directions to 
make them more engaging 
for students."



Beginner: The "Editor"  (Content & Clarity)

AI GENERATED OUTPUT

Formatting Result:
● Line breaks preserved
● Clear headings
● Logical hierarchies
● Ready for copy/paste

Content Help:
● Refine directions
● Add smaller steps for more scaffolding



Level 1: The "Editor" (Content & Clarity)

BEFORE

AFTER

The Solution:

https://bsd.instructure.com/courses/148780/assignments/2017898?module_item_id=4911917
https://bsd.instructure.com/courses/148652/assignments/2046913?module_item_id=4993532


🚀 Challenge: The Tone-Shift
Open a Canvas Assignment to Copy / Paste into AI

AI Suggests this to try:

"Rewrite my instructions as if you are a 
[ROLE]. Keep all requirements, but make 
it [TONE]. Use bullet points and add 3 
relevant emojis."

Use this prompt on one of your "dry" assignments:

Roles: Coach, Mentor, Quest Guide, Boss

Tones: Encouraging, High-Energy, Direct, Warm

My Suggestion:

"Help me make the directions here more clear and 
easy for 7th graders to follow."

Focus on clarity and reading level to ensure all students can 
jump straight into the work without confusion.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xps2VVE4Tnk


Level 2: The Architect (HTML & Layout)

Focus: HTML & Layout
The Action:

Copy the HTML code (</>).

The Goal:

Professional, mobile-responsive layouts (Grids, 
Buttons).

Why it works:

It creates "web-developer" design in seconds 
without writing code.

VISUAL PREVIEW



Level 2: The Architect 

Enhanced Mobile 
Experience

HTML coding allows for:

● More colorful and dynamic pages

● Responsive layouts optimized for 
phones

● Seamless viewing on all digital 
devices

● Improved user interaction

AI GENERATED OUTPUT



Examples:



Features & Limitations


The Preview
Gemini with "Canvas" offers a 
live preview environment.

Issue: Long Chats
The preview often stops working 
as chat history grows. Starting 
fresh restores it, but you lose your 
context.


Formatting Drift
AI may "forget" it is in Canvas. 
Remind it to use specific HTML.

Pro Tip
"Use Canvas-friendly HTML."

Ask for formatting help if the code 
becomes hard to edit manually.

Note: Complexity can increase with longer threads; re-inserting code for fresh formatting help often works best.


Links & Filters
AI is unaware of local network 
restrictions or YouTube filters.

Action Item
Always double-check your URLs to 
make sure they work.

AI may alter your content during 
processing.



The Technical Workflow


1. Copy Code

Open Canvas LMS 
HTML Editor (</>).

Use Ctrl+A to select all 
and Ctrl+C to copy.


2. Bridge to AI

Paste into Gemini.

Prompt: "Format this 
better..."


3. Refine

Check Preview.

Ask for specific boxes, 
buttons, or 
adjustments.

Tell AI what you think!


4. Re-Paste

Copy AI output and 
paste back into 
Canvas LMS HTML 
Editor.

PRO TIP: When “Preview” doesn’t work, copy into a sample Canvas LMS page OR paste above the current HTML code to check 
content and links.



Your Turn! 

Open a Sandbox or a "Messy Module"

I’m here to troubleshoot and prompt with you.
kimberly_huber@beaverton.k12.or.us



The Final 5 Minutes: Showcase


Ready to Share?

Leave your computer open!

1. Share with those at your table.
2. Get up and explore what others have built.

"Who found a prompt that did something unexpected or 
saved them time?"


Prefer Privacy?

That's perfectly fine!

Simply close your computer and take a moment to 
reflect on your progress.



Troubleshooting Canvas Formatting

IF THE CODE LOOKS LIKE THIS... YOUR PAGE WILL LOOK LIKE THIS...

The Fix: Tell AI “Your formatting is not showing up correctly in my 
Canvas Page”



Canvas Compatibility Guide

WON'T WORK ON CANVAS WILL WORK ON CANVAS



AI Workflow: Canvas One-Pager View Live Canvas Page

01 INITIAL PROMPT & OUTPUT 02 LMS OPTIMIZATION

FINAL DESIGN

https://bsd.instructure.com/courses/27114/pages/ai-sample

