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Objectives

Content Objective:

● We will identify the new standards, PLDs, and strategies to 
support EB students in our classrooms to build language 
proficiency.

Language Objective:

● We will discuss implementation of the new ELPS 
using structured conversations and sentence 
stems.



What Are The ELPS?

The ELPS are NOT The ELPS ARE

● The ESL program.

● The Bilingual 
program.

● Just for EB 
students in an 
Dual Language or 
ESL classroom.

● Implemented only 
in ELAR.

● STANDARDS for 
the Texas Public 
Education 
System.

● Used for ALL 
students coded as 
EB in PEIMS.

● For ALL 
classrooms. 
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English Language Proficiency Standards (ELPS)

The English Language Proficiency Standards 
(ELPS) outline English language proficiency 
level descriptors (PLDs) and student 
expectations for emergent bilingual (EB) 
students. School districts are required to 
implement ELPS as an integral part of each 
subject…”  (TEA https://www.txel.org/elps)

Choral Response



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc5re23gMr8
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Language Domains

INPUT 
(Receptive)

OUTPUT 
(Productive)

O
R

A
C

Y
LI

TE
R

A
C

Y



SPRING 2025

Language Domains
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Table Talk

Turn & Talk:
Which domain do you 
think is most difficult 
for students and 
why?  

Speaking Stem: 
I think _____ is most 
difficult for students 
because ____________.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i0v9Y3qX8-s
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Content & Language
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Comparing TEKS & ELPS

Content 
Mastery Outcome Language 

Acquisition

TEKS Standards ELPS

Content 
Objectives

Specific, Student-Facing 
Goals

Language 
Objectives

STAAR State Assessment TELPAS

TEKS
STAAR TELPAS

ELPS



Significant Changes to the ELPS
Grade Bands:

K-3: 120.20 4-12: 120.21



Significant Changes to the ELPS

More Proficiency Level Descriptors (PLDs)

Current PLDs New PLDs

Advanced High Advanced

High IntermediateAdvanced

Intermediate Intermediate

BeginnerBeginner

Pre-Production



How Does This Impact TELPAS?

TELPAS Site TELPAS Alt

Two transition 
years 

(2026-2027 & 
2027-2028). 

Full redesign in 
2028-2029.

For 2-3 & 4-12 
online tests, the 

current 
blueprints and 

assessed 
curriculum will 

be used.

K-1 tests will be 
rated holistically 

using the 
transition-year 

crosswalk of the 
new PLDs

TELPAS Alt will 
be rated 

holistically using 
the 

transition-year 
crosswalk of the 

Observable 
Behaviors 

Inventory (OBI)

Assessments 
will only include 

questions 
aligned to 

standards where 
this is overlap 
between the 

current and new 
ELPS. 

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/telpas
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/telpas-alternate
https://tea.texas.gov/data-reports/telpas/draft-telpas-grades-2-3-transition-years-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/data-reports/telpas/draft-telpas-grades-4-12-transition-years-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/data-reports/telpas/draft-telpas-grades-k-1-transition-years-assessed-curriculum-plds.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/data-reports/telpas/draft-telpas-grades-k-1-transition-years-assessed-curriculum-plds.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/data-reports/telpas-alternate/draft-telpas-alternate-grades-2-12-transition-years-observable-behaviors-inventory.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/data-reports/telpas-alternate/draft-telpas-alternate-grades-2-12-transition-years-observable-behaviors-inventory.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/data-reports/telpas-alternate/draft-telpas-alternate-grades-2-12-transition-years-observable-behaviors-inventory.pdf


● The Proficiency level descriptors (PLDs) describe behaviors emergent bilingual 
(EB) students exhibit and the progression of those behaviors as students acquire 
more English.

● The PLDS are grouped by the four language domains

        listening, speaking, reading, and writing          

●  Each language domain is divided into 5 areas:
■ General PLDs
■ English Language Arts & Reading (ELAR) PLDs
■ Mathematics PLDs
■ Science PLDs
■ Social Studies PLDs

Source: TEA

General & Content-Specific PLDs

https://www.txel.org/media/atraqi0g/elps-update-2026-2027.pdf


How the NEW ELPS Impact TELPAS and TELPAS ALT

Two Transition Years (2026-2027 & 2028)
Full redesign planned for the 2028-2029 school year.

 Online Tests 
(Grades 2-3 & 4-12)
Current blueprints and assessed 
curriculum will remain in use 
during the transition period.

 Holistic Ratings (K-1 & ALT)
K-1: Use the transition-year 
crosswalk of the new PLDs.
TELPAS Alt: Use crosswalk of the 
Observable Behaviours Inventory 
(OB).

Assessment Alignment Rule
Assessments will only include questions aligned to standards 
where there is overlap between the current and new ELPS.

https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/telpas
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/telpas-alternate
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/telpas/draft-telpas-grades-2-3-transition-years-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/telpas/draft-telpas-grades-4-12-transition-years-assessed-curriculum.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/telpas/draft-telpas-grades-k-1-transition-years-assessed-curriculum-plds.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/telpas/draft-telpas-grades-k-1-transition-years-assessed-curriculum-plds.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/telpas-alternate/draft-telpas-alternate-grades-2-12-transition-years-observable-behaviors-inventory.pdf
https://tea.texas.gov/student-assessment/telpas-alternate/draft-telpas-alternate-grades-2-12-transition-years-observable-behaviors-inventory.pdf


Reflection

What are the 3 changes implemented with the new ELPS?

Stem: The changes are _______, ________, and __________. 
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Resources

● TEA’s TEKS-ELPS Guide for Educators
https://teksguide.org/ 

● TEA English Language Proficiency Standards Update Slide Deck 
https://www.txel.org/media/atraqi0g/elps-update-2026-2027.pdf 

https://teksguide.org/
https://www.txel.org/media/atraqi0g/elps-update-2026-2027.pdf


TAC Chapter The new ELPS will be relocated to a new chapter in the Texas Administrative Code: 19 
TAC, Chapter 120.

Grade Bands
The new ELPS are divided into two grade bands: 

● Kindergarten–Grade 3 
● Grades 4–12

Proficiency Levels The proficiency levels have increased from four to five levels. 

Proficiency Level 
Descriptors (PLDs)

The proficiency level descriptors (PLDs) are separated into five sections: 
● General 
● English language arts and reading 
● Mathematics  
● Science 
● Social studies 

Goal Summary Goals 1-6 Significant Changes in the New ELPS



Significant Changes in the New ELPS



Goal Summary Goals 1-6 T
T   The ELPS will be relocated into a new chapter in TAC.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftea.texas.gov%2Fabout-tea%2Flaws-and-rules%2Fsboe-rules-tac%2Fsboe-tac-currently-in-effect%2Fch120b.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cxrwelsh%40garlandisd.net%7Cdfafe4ec8dc84406d5ea08de78919c9e%7Cc6bfee2d24f841d788a1214cad6717da%7C0%7C1%7C639080763982203355%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=poFGPv4QeT%2Bf%2FhMSCNKa3hUmh83zIZG1ObSdnwFllmI%3D&reserved=0

