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<" THINKING BEYOND
THE STRUCTURED
LITERACY CURRICULUM —

KARMYN METZGER, SARAH PENCE, \
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"TODAY'S JOURNEY




SARAH KARMYN KAREN

e 3'9/4™ grade e 2"4 Grade/ e Dir. of

e 14 years Instructional nstruction

e Mom to 5 Coach e 12 years
year old e 13 years e 20 yrs GT Ed
Bella e Mom to Eli, e Wife to Eric

e Loves Felix, & Leo e Loves
dancing and e Loves yoga, gardening,
travel plants, & travel, and

sunshine friends



SHARED EXPERIENCES

e Worthington

e Creativity

e C4

e Agents of Change
e Gifted education
e Summer Institute
e Reading
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e From teacher-created units
(with curriculum as a
guide) to adopting CKLA as
our structured literacy

Sl lan
e HUGE shift!




2ND GRADE CKLA CELEBRATIONS

Units and Celebrations:
Fairy Tales and Tall Tales - art,
dress up day
Ancient Greece and Greek
Mythology - art, 2" grade
olympics
Cycles in Nature: Insects - H20
Cycle experiment, worm
observations
A House Divided: American Civil
War - artifact observations
Poetry - creative writing
Immigration - student guest
speaker, creativity challenge
All About Nutrition - create a
meal / menu
Age of Aviation - create a flying
machine




e End of Unit Celebrations:

O

O

J1: Classic Tales - Movie & Parade
J2: Animals - Zoo

J3: Poetry slam

U5: Astronomy - StarlLab

Jo: Native Americans - Choice
ooard for research

J8: Light & Sound - Neon Party
J9: Jazz - Listening bracket and
Movie




KNOWLEDGE BUILDING CURRICULUM
IS GOOD FOR GIFTED LEARNERS, T00

Consider:

ASYNCHRONY

Unerery

development

a2

EXCEPTIONALITY

Gufted +

NO ONE IS BORN
WITH KNOWLEDGE OR SKILLS

Childiren, witth exceptionolities
need, oppottonities to-learn,
oo

Under-identification can
come from limited
exposure to rich language
and to experiences
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JCREATIVITY CHALLENGES

e Builds creative confidence, idea generation, risk-taking,
open-mindedness, and the willingness to explore
e Used as beginning of the year community building,
transitions, CKLA pause points, or end of year
engagement and reflection
o Secret handshakes and vignhettes
o Protest Signs
o Gift Creation
o Bookmark Design Challenge
o Agents of Change reflections
e Examples: Sarah'’s link and Karmyn's link



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t1h-v3XG2MkSbs37yJOQc2S0eaO5cJix2nqGF9PBcD4/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.844r7zjok043
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10S0XeE0Xzf16w_gHqMNOMAsljEyJr4jo09rs5XjLAx0/edit?usp=sharing




CREATIVITY CHALLENGES ARE GOOD

FOR GIFTED LEARNERS, T00. \
4 “
CHARACTERISTICS OF CREATIVE AND et
: N\ e
PRODUCTIVE STUDENTS St
T
. J . J .
( N [ N
oy O
O \¢ O( \Si \C)\\\ e
aes° X ce £O (a(\ceﬁ e ce P\\Oec o i
W e JRTE of e \e*.\w <o g g\)\w oo™ e gt e
P\ CO((\Q 20 \%% N\e R (0%
. J . J




SERVICE LEARNING

e Student Council / Little Free Pantry
e Character Ambassadors / Monthly

Spirit Day Donations

e Flowers and notes to
IVing residents

e Book/Postcards with a Purpose

Bickford Senior

e Teaching the school community about

Vermicomposting



SERVICE LEARNING




e Learning about
Composting

e Taking care our our worms
while composting at
school

e Teaching our families and
our school community!
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Work on
authentic
problems

Explore
specific
INnterests

Acquire real-
world skills

[ )

Firsthana
active inquirers
rather than
passive
learners

(

Focus on
problem
solving

~\

Work with
adult
professionals
or mentors

ICE LEARNING IS GOOD FOR GIFTED LEARNERS, T00

Integrate
learners’
unigue
ablilities,
Interests, and
learning styles

Develop
leadership
skills

~N

Derelop porspectives
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oV iting, experiences




OTHER ELA CONNECTIONS

Read Aloud Choice Agents of
Books Reading & Change
Through the Writing Festival

Year



OTHER ELA CONNECTIONS
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PLANNING FOR GIFTED LEARNERS

Achievement Assessment Planning and
Orientation e Tiered Assessments - PaCing

Choice or assignment to

complete more complex

tasks as individual or DEPTH and/ or -
group COMPLEXITY within

Intensity and . Open-ended tasks assignments

e Rubrics could include a e Tiered Lessons - Choice or

Isolation “Wow” or “Next” column assignment to complete
more complex tasks as

e Perfectionism e Look for ways to add

e Underachievement

e Unusual interests and (student generated?) U
abilities e ALL students encouraged |nd|V|duaI. or group ,
e Advanced reasoning & to stretch e Acceleration/ Compacting
sense of humor e SAFE stretching = Fair enables some students to
e Heightened morality ‘grading’ move to “next” when

e About adults ready

a\l ]



LET'S SHARE

Reflect on your own experiences.

What did you do to go beyond the curriculum?
What other ideas would you like to try?

Let’s brainstorm!
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SARAH:
SPENCE(@WSCLOUD.ORG

KARMYN:

GMETZGER(@WSCLOUD.ORG
@KMETZGERLOVESLEARNING

KAREN:
KERUMLEY.26@GMAIL COM \
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=" THANK YOU

VERY MUCH! —
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