
Mini-Moments
of Magic

Small Shifts for a Joyful Classroom Community

Adie Young & Julie Fitzgerald



About UsAbout UsAbout Us
Adie Young and Julie Fitzgerald have been cultivating

curiosity and classroom community for a combined 21+13

years, with the last eight spent in first grade together at

Cassingham Elementary School in Bexley.  Known for

their heart-centered approach, Adie and Julie focus on

the foundational belief that student achievement begins

with strong interpersonal connections. They are

passionate about creating high-energy, joy-infused

learning environments where students feel safe to take

risks and—most importantly—have fun while they grow.

Julie & Adie



Objectives

Share IdeasBuild
Community

Remember
the Joy



Intentional Beginnings

Community builders before day 1

Set the tone

Build excitement!



Intentional Beginnings

First day Olympics

Community + joy

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1bcF-2g9tGptRxdC6GDyY5zP6dn5H-C1YUwssa5Ofg-0/edit


Intentional Beginnings

Slow start

STEM tubs, etc.

Build connections

Time for you



Intentional Beginnings

Prioritize Morning Meeting

Community

Routine
Greeting, Sharing, Game, Breath, Message

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Morning-Meeting-Slides-Greetings-Activities-Digital-Google-Slides-PowerPoint-5967530


Greeting Ideas



Game Ideas



Intentional Beginnings

Community builders before day 1

First day Olympics

Slow start

Prioritize Morning Meeting

Go slow to go fast!



Rituals of Fun
Choosing a student - Wheel of Names

Recordable buttons - get creative!

Class celebrations of success

Module launches

https://wheelofnames.com/
https://a.co/d/0hUlqyTv


A World of Books 

Module launch

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1oFKshfiOsBSvigP52W1ZOkqd6UwJCUbj5QyzSKT1LXY/edit?slide=id.g37b87b36467_0_0#slide=id.g37b87b36467_0_0




Community
Important books

Friendsgiving 

Affirmation cards

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1FccDczDchtYfeFl__H1G98gr28Zca1zdhNpWn1gM23c/edit?slide=id.gfd4272ce3e_0_0#slide=id.gfd4272ce3e_0_0


Litte Extras - Big Impact

Thank you cards

Charlie Brown Thanksgiving

Out of school events

Pictures/videos



FIRST GRADE SMILES ARE THE BEST!





What
brings you

JOY?



Your joy is their joy!
Joyful classrooms need joyful teachers!

How can you incorporate the things
that bring you joy into your classroom?

We believe that



Julie’s Joy

https://open.spotify.com/track/57fi75GNdNkVRh8pshzKLT?si=tkeWc8AKT-epQvH7Xa3E3w&utm_source=copy-link&nd=1&dlsi=8122cb711aab49fa&autoplay_ok=1


Adie’s Joy



Best Day Ever
Joyful Mind Map

What did (or would) it look
like?

What did (or would) it
sound like?

What did (or would) it feel
like?

How can you start small to
get to more days like this?





Here’s to a more
JOYFUL year!

adie.young@bexley.us

Thank you for joining us!

julie.fitzgerald@bexley.us
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