Building a Social Studies
Thinking Classroom

Tuesday, June 30,2026 10:30am - 11:25 am EDT
Cooperative Arts and Humanities High School - Room 303

177 College Street, New Haven, Connecticut


https://btcc2026.sched.com/venue/Cooperative+Arts+and+Humanities+High+School+-+Room+303

Welcome!

Please take a name tag if you don’t already have one and
join our

Wipebook Raffle!
https://wipebook.com/577f95

Use this link to join our raffle! Once we reach 20 participants, I will receive an automated
email that I can respond to in order to trigger the raffle to end. We will receive an email with
the results, and the winner will receive an email with instructions on how to claim their

prize.


https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2finfo.wipebook.com%2fe3t%2fCtc%2f5J%2b113%2fdMjThW04%2fVVqkG62S7gMPW7Z9MWW1f50bsW3NdgT55Qc353McSJRb3l5QzW69sMD-6lZ3pyW882cH41cmjkWW3z5K_18wb7xFN47C7_2_5wM0W8bpY3m7JTtqqW2Lk3jz87wx32W7Zvtf3154nYXVhgYKQ8YDZGYW3jP6VS1MZvHzW2RvFkS19jlw_W7hlsyp1JCNFCW3Ml9FY4QtZWrW2pg_x_6jN9sSW2khnsG2LklV0V6ZH9X59yJXvW4L2q1k38dClRN4RHj3XRWZqKW6q3zSl4XLMt6N4sWJ0-fmgYnW7PVLK94cZH-QW4p7rTR6sS1SHf49bLwl04&c=E,1,XrlXKIxSLlJ3NcgOPW2XF5C7DUMAxAcT8GM7gAYamvnDwileS-7xFhdiXjaFCIHFfXhztgGAncf3kesg9RpVmiMIHhOX2cxP3qyRhjm_gWV0smEqK3M4RA,,&typo=1

Join our circle. Introduce yourself to the
people around you.

History is storytelling. What is a good
story you have read/seen/heard? (A good
book, TV show, movie, album, podcast...)
When we share out- please introduce the
person to your right and share their story

recommendation.



As we go around the circle again, share
your name and a take-away you have
from the conference so far.



2 Big Questions for Today:
What are the thinking skills that
historians use?

250! What can we learn about 17762



Choose a card and join your group at the

board. Introduce yourself to your group

and share your preference- coffee, tea or
something else?



What are the thinking
skills that historians use?

Share your ideas with your group



Share articleand 5 C’s

Reactions? Have you read this? Do you agree with these 5
concepts?

At each board is a text- each board represents a different
concept. Can you 1dent;fl¥ which concept is represented
at your board¢ Work with your group to read the text.
Write the conceth Y.our ﬁroup thinks it represents on
yﬁu; board. Underline the phrases that support your
choice.

Gallery walk- is_there another concept that each text
could represent?



Five C’s of Historical Thinking:

Change and Continuity Over Time
Causality
Context
Complexity
Contingency

Copies of this article are provided. This is the URL if you prefer a digital copy:
https://www.historians.org/perspectives-article/what-does-it-mean-to-think-historically-
january-2007/



https://www.historians.org/perspectives-article/what-does-it-mean-to-think-historically-january-2007/
https://www.historians.org/perspectives-article/what-does-it-mean-to-think-historically-january-2007/

Change and Continuity Over Time

What has changed since 1776
What has remained?

What tools can we use to examine change and continuity over time?



In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen
united States of America

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men
are created equal, that they are endowed by their

Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.



In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen
united States of America

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress,
Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our
intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies,
solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be
Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is
and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have
full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to
do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the
support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence,
we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.



Causality

What were the causes of the Declaration?



In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen
united States of America

The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated
injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an
absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a
candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the
public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be
obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.



Context

What is the context of the Declaration?



In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen
united States of America

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for
one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected
them with another, and to assume among the powers of the
earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of
Nature and of Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the
causes which impel them to the separation.



Contingency

What opportunities were there for a different course of action?



In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen
united States of America

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble
terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince,
whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be
the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them
from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration
and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we
have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations,
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have
been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in
the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.



Complexity

This is complicated



In CONGRESS, July 4, 1776
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen
united States of America

~-That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their
just powers from the consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of
Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or
to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles
and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long
established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all
experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the
same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right,
it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their
future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is
now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government.



Note Capture

Take a moment to capture what you need



Choose a card and join your group at the
board. Introduce yourself to your group
and share your preference- fiction or
nonfiction?



Create a Thinking Activity

Work with your group to create an activity focused on one of the thinking
skills using the sources provided.

Which concept will you focus on?

What strategies can you use to help students practice this thinking skill?



Plan of the city of New Haven taken in 1748

yﬂ/\ A

Title

Plan of the city of New Haven taken in 1748
Creator

Wadsworth, James, 1730-1817

Published / Created

1748

Abstract

Manuscript map in blue and red ink depicting
the original nine squares. This map is possibly
the original drawing by James Wadsworth,
drawn from actual surveys.

Description

Pen-and-ink and watercolor with linen backing.
Extent

1map

62 X 46 cm.

color illustration

Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library

https://collections.libraryvyale.edu/catalog/2003038



https://collections.library.yale.edu/catalog?f%5Bcreator_ssim%5D%5B%5D=Wadsworth%2C+James%2C+1730-1817
https://collections.library.yale.edu/catalog/2003038
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Image 4 of The Connecticut courant and Hartford weekly intelligencer
(Hartford, Conn.), July 15, 1776



https://www.loc.gov/resource/sn82016139/1776-07-15/ed-1/?sp=4&st=image&r=0.651,0.58,0.386,0.185,0
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Joseph Johnson Diary Entry from Dawnland



Trumbull,
John. The
Declaration of

Independence,
July 4, 1776.
1820. Oil on
canvas. Yale
University Art
Gallery, New
Haven, CT.

https://artgallery.y
ale.edu/collections

/objects/69



https://artgallery.yale.edu/collections/objects/69
https://artgallery.yale.edu/collections/objects/69
https://artgallery.yale.edu/collections/objects/69

Trumbull, John. Jonathan
Trumbull, Jr., Eunice
Backus Trumbull, and
Faith Trumbull (later
Faith Trumbull
Wadsworth) (1740—1809,

LL.D. 1797; 1749—-1826;
1769—-1846). 1777. Oil on
canvas. Yale University
Art Gallery, New Haven,

ry.vale.edu/collection
s/objects/2476



https://artgallery.yale.edu/collections/objects/2476
https://artgallery.yale.edu/collections/objects/2476
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THE SUPERIOR canRy. | Connecticut. Superior Court. (1898). Reports of cases
] adjudged in the Superior Court and Supreme Court of
Bv JESSE RooT o : Errors: from July A.D. 1789 to [January A.D. 1798] ... with
A Jmat or v Soremn Counr | ‘ a variety of cases anterior to that period [1764-1789],
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v ¢ laws of Connecticut, to which is subjoined sundry law
0',‘:." points adjudged, and rules of practice adopted in the
Superior Court. Waterbury, Conn.: The Dissell publishing

company.

74
'

WATF.RBURY, CONN.:
ELL PUBLISIIING COMTPANY.
1808,

THE Diss



NEW HAVEN COUNTY ADJOURNED SUPERIOR COURT,
A. D. 1784.

Anranas v. Ivens.

A person illegally imprisoned may be discharged upon a haebeas
curfus, ]

Tue ease was — Jack was a slave to Tvers, and enlisted into
the continental army with his master's consent — served dur-



il

BEFORE JULY A. D. 1789. 03

I'ruden et al. v. Northrup.

conmib
-

ing the war, and was discharged. Ivers claimed him as Lis
servant; Jack fled from him to the eastward, Ivers pursued
him, and took him and brought him to New Haven on his
return to New York, where he belonged, and for safe-kccl').iug
while he stayed at New Haven, he got the guoler to commit
Juck to prizon; and upon Jack’s application to the court, com-
plaining of his being unlawfully and unjustly holden in
prison, the court issued a habeas corpus, to bring Jack before
the court; also ordering the gaoler to certify wherefore he held
Jack in prison; which being done, Ivers was cited before the
court; and upon a sammary hearing, Jack was discharged from
Lis imprizonwment, upon the ground that he was a freeman,
absolutely manumitted from his master by enlisting and serv-
ing in the army as aforesaid.




Ebenezer Watson’s final issue. The Connecticut Courant and Hartford Weekly Intelligencer
(Hartford, CT), September 15, 1777.




Ebenezer Watson’s
obituary. The Connecticut
Courant and Hartford
Weekly Intelligencer
(Hartford, CT), September
22,1777,




Masthead with the publishers listed as “Watson and Goodwin.” The Connecticut Courant and
Hartford Weekly Intelligencer (Hartford, CT), January 13, 1778.




The Connecticut Courant and Hartford Weekly
Intelligencer (Hartford, CT), February 3, 1778.




“Paper-Mill
Lottery.” The
Connecticut
Courant and
Hartford Weekly

Intelligencer
(Hartford, CT),
February 10,
1778.




Gallery Walk



Note Capture

Take a moment to capture what you need



Join Our Circle

Next Steps?

Share pictures of activities created on boards?

Professional Learning Books:

Wiggins, A. (2017). The Best Class You Never Taught: How Spider Web Discussion
Can Turn Students into Learning Leaders. ASCD.



https://www.ascd.org/books/the-best-class-you-never-taught?variant=117017
https://www.ascd.org/books/the-best-class-you-never-taught?variant=117017

