20 common logical fallacies

1. Ad Hominem – Attacking the person making the argument rather than the argument itself. Example: “You can’t trust her opinion on climate change; she’s not even a scientist.”
2. Straw Man – Misrepresenting someone’s argument to make it easier to attack. Example: “He wants to reduce military spending, so he must want to leave the country defenseless.”
3. False Dilemma (Either/Or) – Presenting only two options when more possibilities exist. Example: “You’re either with us or against us.”
4. Slippery Slope – Claiming that one small step will inevitably lead to extreme consequences without evidence. Example: “If we allow students to redo this test, soon they’ll expect to retake every assignment.”
5. Circular Reasoning (Begging the Question) – The conclusion is assumed in the premise.
Example: “This law is just because it is the right thing to do.”
6. Hasty Generalization – Drawing a broad conclusion from too little evidence. Example: “I met two rude tourists from that city, so everyone there must be rude.”
7. Post Hoc (False Cause) – Assuming that because one event followed another, it was caused by it. Example: “I wore my lucky socks and we won, so the socks caused the victory.”
8. Appeal to Authority – Claiming something is true simply because an authority figure says so. Example: “A famous actor says this diet works, so it must be effective.”
9. Bandwagon (Appeal to Popularity) – Arguing something is true or good because many people believe it. Example: “Millions of people use this product, so it must be the best.”
10. Red Herring – Introducing irrelevant information to distract from the main issue. Example: “Why worry about corporate taxes when there are potholes that need fixing?”
11. Appeal to Emotion – Manipulating emotions instead of presenting logical reasons. Example: “If you cared about children, you would support this policy.”
12. False Analogy – Comparing two things that are not sufficiently similar in relevant ways.  Example: “Employees are like nails; they need to be hit on the head to work.”
13. Tu Quoque – Avoiding criticism by accusing the other person of the same fault. Example: “You say I shouldn’t text while driving, but I’ve seen you do it.”
14. No True Scotsman – Redefining a group to exclude counterexamples. Example: “No true fan would ever criticize the team.”
15. Equivocation – Using a word with multiple meanings to mislead. Example: “The sign says ‘fine for parking here,’ so it must be fine.”
16. Loaded Question – Asking a question that presupposes something unproven. Example: “Have you stopped cheating on exams?”
17. Appeal to Ignorance – Claiming something is true because it hasn’t been proven false (or vice versa). Example: “No one has proven aliens don’t exist, so they must be real.”
18. Genetic Fallacy – Judging a claim solely based on its origin rather than its merits. Example: “That idea came from social media, so it must be unreliable.”
19. Composition/Division – Assuming what is true of the parts is true of the whole (or vice versa).
Example: “Each player on the team is talented, so the team must be unbeatable.”
20. Middle Ground (False Compromise) – Assuming the truth must lie between two opposing positions. Example: “One person says the earth is round and another says it’s flat, so it must be slightly flat.”

