Classroom Activities to Teach About Propaganda

1. Ad Analysis Gallery Walk
Post modern and historical advertisements around the room. Students rotate in groups, identifying persuasive techniques (e.g., bandwagon, glittering generalities) and discussing emotional triggers used.

2. “Spot the Device/Fallacy” scavenger hunt
Students actively search for propaganda techniques across multiple media examples, rather than passively identifying them one at a time.

3. Propaganda Technique Matching Game
Give students cards with propaganda techniques on one side and real-world examples on the other. They must match each technique (e.g., name-calling, testimonial, transfer) to its example.

4. Sorting activity (propaganda or not)
Students categorize messages to clarify what propaganda is and what it isn’t, focusing on intent and technique rather than topic.

5. Headline Comparison
Provide news headlines from different media outlets covering the same story. Students analyze word choice and framing to identify bias or propaganda strategies.

6. Analyzing Propaganda (ads, posters, TikToks, book covers, song lyrics, etc.)
Students apply propaganda analysis skills to media they already consume, making learning immediately relevant.

7. “Fact vs. Spin” Challenge
Present several short passages—some factual, others with manipulative or exaggerated language. Students decide which statements are fact-based and which are “spin,” and explain why.

8. Truth sandwich
Students evaluate whether a message is structured around truth, distortion, or omission.

9. Create Your Own Propaganda Poster
Students design a poster promoting an imaginary product or idea using at least two propaganda techniques. They later explain which techniques they used and why. Students may include an ethical reflection on their work and/or the message.

10. Historical Propaganda Analysis
Show World War II or Cold War-era posters. Students discuss the target audience, emotional appeal, intended purpose, and historical context behind each piece.

11. Social Media Deconstruction
Analyze viral social media posts or memes for persuasive visuals, partial truths, or emotional appeals. Discuss how tone, repetition, or selective images influence perception.

12. Propaganda Bingo
Give students bingo cards containing various propaganda techniques. As they listen to speeches, ads, or political clips, they mark techniques they recognize.

13. The “News Sleuth” Role Play
Assign groups to act as “fact-checking detectives.” Each group researches and verifies a sensational claim, then presents evidence showing how propaganda might distort the truth.

14. “Truth in Advertising” Debate
Split the class into two sides—defending vs. opposing the use of persuasive advertising. Each side must use evidence and propaganda examples to support their arguments, then reflect on manipulation tactics used.

15. Audience swap test
Students analyze how the same message would change depending on the intended audience.

16. Freeze-frame deep analysis
Students examine a single image, headline, or short video clip that’s paused (“frozen”) and unpack it layer by layer.






