Assessing Information & Media Messages: Div 3     Name: __________________     Date: __________

Source Title & Type: ____________________________________________________

Purpose:  Media messages can inform, persuade, or manipulate. This worksheet helps you evaluate credibility, bias, and logic.

1. Source & Credibility
1. Who is the author or organization?

2. What are their qualifications or track record?

3. Is the information recent enough for this topic? Why or why not?



2. Funding, Incentives & Bias
1. Who paid for, sponsored, or benefits from this information?

2. Are there conflicts of interest or incentives to promote a specific view? ☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ Possibly
Explain: ____________________________________________________________________________

3. Qui Bono (Who Benefits?)
1. Who gains if the audience believes this message?

2. Who might lose or be negatively affected?



4. Emotional Influence
1. What emotions does this message appeal to?

2. How might those emotions affect judgment or decision-making?



5. Evidence, Data & Logic
1. What evidence or data is used?

2. Is the data plausible and properly explained?   ☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ Unclear
3. Apply Occam’s Razor: Is there a simpler explanation that fits the facts?



6. Conclusion
Overall reliability of this source:   ☐ High ☐ Medium ☐ Low
Justify your evaluation:


