Assessing Info, Div 2 & 3 Worksheets: TEACHER NOTES

Purpose of the Worksheets
These activities build media literacy and critical thinking skills by guiding students to question:
· 
· Authorship and credibility
· Purpose and bias
· Emotional manipulation
· Evidence and logic


Standards Alignment: Common Media Literacy & Critical Thinking Skills
Aligned with:
· Source evaluation and credibility
· Identifying purpose, audience, and bias
· Distinguishing fact from opinion
· Analyzing evidence and reasoning
· Responsible media consumption

Examples of Alignment in AB Curriculum:  (often ‘Media Literacy’)
- Social Studies 4-5, 7-9, 10, 20, 30
- ELA 5-6, 7-9,  10, 20, 30 
- Knowledge and Employability 10 & 20
- Sociology 20  &  History 20
General curricular connections: Dimensions of Thinking (Critical & Historical);  Communication (Visual & Written)


Div 2: Teaching Notes
Focus: Awareness and basic evaluation
· Emphasize that questions are more important than “right answers”
· Model think-alouds using age-appropriate examples (ads, short videos, news for kids)
· Encourage discussion rather than grading harshly
Assessment Tip:  Use completion + short explanation rather than correctness.

Div 3: Teaching Notes
Focus: Deeper analysis and reasoning
· Introduce bias, incentives, and logical reasoning explicitly
· Pair with real-world sources (social media posts, opinion articles, statistics-based claims)
· Encourage comparison between two sources on the same topic
Assessment Tip:  Evaluate quality of reasoning, use of evidence, and clarity of justification.


Differentiation Ideas
· Work in pairs or small groups
· Provide sentence starters for struggling writers
· Extension: Have students rewrite a headline to reduce bias
