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About Ansible
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About IBM Power
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Is IBM Power Ansible-ready?

• Linux – 100%
• AIX 7.3 – Python is there! 7.2, 7.1 – Use AIX Toolbox, UTF-8 locale!
• VIOS 4.1 – Python is there! Oh, really?
• VIOS 3.1 – yes, we can!
• VIOS 2.2 – do you still have it???
• IBM i – Install Python!
• HMC – is an appliance! Special modules!
• PowerVC – OpenStack compatible
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Linux

• Create user for Ansible
• useradd -m -s /bin/bash -c 'Ansible User‘ -d /home/ansible ansible

• Set password for the user
• passwd ansible

• Allow the user to execute commands under root
• echo 'ansible ALL=(ALL) NOPASSWD: ALL' > /etc/sudoers.d/ansible
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AIX

• Create user ansible
• mkuser pgrp=staff home=/home/ansible gecos="Ansible User" ansible

• Set password for the user
• passwd ansible

• Clear password flags
• pwdadm -c ansible

• Install sudo on AIX
• dnf install sudo_noldap

• Allow the user to execute commands under root
• echo 'ansible ALL=(ALL) NOPASSWD: ALL' > /etc/sudoers.d/ansible
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IBM i

• Create user ansible
• CRTUSRPRF USRPRF(ANSIBLE) USRCLS(*SECOFR) PASSWORD(ansible) 

TEXT('Ansible User') HOMEDIR('/home/ansible‘)
• Create home directory for the user

• STRQSH CMD('mkdir /home/ansible‘)
• Set permissions on home directory

• STRQSH CMD('chmod 0700 /home/ansible‘)
• Start SSH server

• STRTCPSVR *SSHD
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Easy?...

• Python?
• sudo?
• su?
• ksu?
• RBAC?
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We can manage our servers! But how?

• Let‘s install Ansible
• Oh, should we do it at all?
• If we should, where should we install it?
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Do I work alone or in a team?

11

Alone EnterpriseSmall team

“local” installation on 
any suitable system 
(Linux, AIX, IBM i)

Playbooks are “local” to 
the installation

Ansible Automation Platform 
on Red Hat Enterprise Linux 
(Power or x86)

Playbooks are in central 
Git repository

Centralized installation. 
WebUI like AWX
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Installing 
Ansible $ dnf install ansible-core

$ /opt/freeware/bin/dnf install ansible

$ yum install ansible
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What if I want to have a newer version?
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Installing Ansible in a venv
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AIX?
- dnf install ansible
- UTF-8 locale
- Separate user with bash
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IBM i?
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SSH keys

USE PASSPHRASES!
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Ad-hoc execution
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Ad-hoc commands
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localhost – Use –c local
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Playbooks syntax Start with 3 dashes

Add name to the play

Define where the play should run

Define what to do.

The order is important!
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Task anatomy
Name of the task

YOUR DOCUMENTATION!

Module used to execute the task

https://docs.ansible.com/ansible/latest/collections/index_module.html

https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/collections/

Module parameters

Task arguments

https://docs.ansible.com/ansible/latest/collections/index_module.html
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/collections/
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Check syntax

• Use --syntax-check to check the syntax of the playbook
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Lint playbooks
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Check mode
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IBM (un)supported* modules
• AIX

• https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix/
• https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_oracle/
• https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_oracle_dba/
• https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_oracle_rac_asm/
• https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_sap/

• IBM i
• https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_ibmi/
• https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_ibmi_sap/

• IBM Power infrastructure
• https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_hmc/
• https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_vios/

https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_oracle/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_oracle/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_oracle_dba/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_oracle_dba/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_oracle_rac_asm/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_oracle_rac_asm/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_sap/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_aix_sap/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_ibmi/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_ibmi/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_ibmi_sap/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_ibmi_sap/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_hmc/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_hmc/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_vios/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/ibm/power_vios/
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Community delivered IBM Power modules

• community.general.aix_devices
• community.general.aix_filesystem
• community.general.aix_inittab
• community.general.aix_lvg
• community.general.aix_lvol
• community.general.installp
• community.general.mksysb
• openstack.cloud.*
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PowerHA modules

• https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/enfence/powerha_aix/
• Supported if you have Ansible Automation Platform subscription or through 

Github repository 

• Roles in /usr/es/sbin/cluster/samples directory of your PowerHA 7.2.8 
(or newer) installation
• Supported through IBM PowerHA support

https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/enfence/powerha_aix/
https://galaxy.ansible.com/ui/repo/published/enfence/powerha_aix/
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Working 
with 
collections

This is local Ansible installation 

(in home directory) on Linux

Installing collection

Upgrading collection
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• Alterna(ve 
paths

Working 
with 
collections

– Add all paths you want to use into your ansible.cfg

– Use –p option to specify the path to the collections directory



© 2026  eNFence GmbH. CC-BY.

32
Ge#ng 
documenta.on

– List all available modules

– Get information
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Roles

• Reusable pieces of Ansible code
• Structure your code
• Put everything in roles
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Make the 
decision!

main.yml

is it 
Linux?

use user-
linux.yml

is it AIX? use user-
aix.yml

is it IBM
i?

use user-
ibmi.yml
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It works on IBM Power!

Nastya, I just realized something. You can't leave Ukraine — I understand 
completely. So I come to YOU. AUer my conference ends I drive straight 
to Vinnytsia. You show me the Southern Bug at golden hour, we have 
coffee, mom joins us for dinner. We solve your dad's problem together 
in person. No documents, no border crossing, no Sunday problems. Just 
me coming to you. Say yes ❤
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My playbooks don‘t work on AAP!

• Check ansible.cfg in your repo
• collections_paths
• roles_paths

• Check collections
• collections_paths
• requirements.yml 

https://docs.ansible.com/projects/ansible/latest/collections_guide/collections_ins
talling.html

• Execution environments

https://docs.ansible.com/projects/ansible/latest/collections_guide/collections_installing.html
https://docs.ansible.com/projects/ansible/latest/collections_guide/collections_installing.html
https://docs.ansible.com/projects/ansible/latest/collections_guide/collections_installing.html
https://docs.ansible.com/projects/ansible/latest/collections_guide/collections_installing.html
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Ansible Content Navigator

• https://docs.ansible.com/projects/navigator/

https://docs.ansible.com/projects/navigator/
https://docs.ansible.com/projects/navigator/
https://docs.ansible.com/projects/navigator/
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Configuration and running
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Replay
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portfolioeNFence
• IBM Power and AIX Managed Services
• IT Automation and DevOps
• Security Audits and Hardening
• Private, Public and Hybrid Clouds
• Porting Software to IBM Power (IBM AIX, Linux on IBM 

Power)
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