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BRMS  : The COMMONest solution 

BRMS (Backup Recovery Media Services) the most common solution on IBM i for save 

and restore.

• Solution to automate backups and restores.

• Intelligent management of tapes, virtual media, and libraries.

• Comprehensive tracking of rotations, locations, expirations, and history. 

Benefits

• Reduces human errors. 

• Centralizes all backup policies. 

• Simple recovery (from individual objects to full system restore). 

• Native IBM i integration = reliability, performance, and included IBM support.
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What is BRMS ?
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BRMS is a licensed product made by IBM. There are two different existing 

licensed.  

• 5770-BR2, subscribe by core. Availabe from V7R4 and mandatory on V7R6 

and above.

• 5770-BR1 one time purchase and available on all versions except on V7R6 

and above.

BRMS is made for IBM i. 

• Access on Emulator 5250 with commands or GO BRMS menu.

• GUI interface on BR2

Actual two ways for saving :

• Native way of saving with the commands GO SAVE (without BRMS) .

• With BRMS which uses native system commands (SAVLIB, SAVSYS…)

-> On Tape Library, Data Domain..



What is this presentation about ?

• Meant to technicians, system administrators, engineers, customers 
who occasionally or frequently use BRMS without fully 
understanding how it works /

• You are monitoring your backups through BRMS but you don’t 
understand it or you don’t know how it has been set up.

• Examples of implementation based on real systems and real-world 
configurations.

• Not about HA

• To make it easier to understand, my example will be based on a local 
BRMS configuration, without any network configuration.



Which strategy is the best for me ?

No matter which backup solution you use (Tape Library, Data Domain), BRMS will 

adapt to your environment. However, each system has its own configuration.  Ask 

yourself the following questions: 

• What is my infrastructure ? VTL or physical tape ? 

• Dedicated or shared tapes ?

• What is my backup strategy—daily, weekly, monthly ? What do I need to back 

up ?

Each environment requires its own configuration. 

But today, I will focus on one of the most common scenario : 

A tape library with a drive shared by two production partitions, with regular 

backups to minimize the risk of data loss.
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Essentials BRMS Backups Tips and 
configuration

Few commands and prerequisites



IBM i and BRMS saving 
system
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BRMS refers to the IBM i’s 

commands for its saving 

system following this scheme :



Main understanding of how your backup works
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Few commands
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DSPLOGBRM : logs and history of your last backups
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DSPBCKUPL : list of libraries that have been saved and modified or not
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WRKOBJBRM : List objects saved with the ID volume
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PRTRPTBRM : Full detail report of your backup (*BKUSTAT)
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PRTRPTBRM : Full detail report of your backup (*CTLGRPSTAT)



Prerequisties : your system configuration

Identify the hardware ressource your BRMS will use :

 WRKHDWRSC *STG 
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Option 9



• WRKTAPCTG  TAPMLB20 -> F4. You can modify the system you 

want to work on
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Otherwise you will see the current system you are on :  ‘’ *CURRENT’’



• (F11) See the result : 

• *NOSHARE means these tapes are not shared between partitions

• It displays the system it is allocated to.
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Most of the time, the Volume ID is 

equal of the Tape ID. If it does not 

have an Volume ID, it probably means 

the tape is allocated to another 

partition. 

NB : BRMS works with Volume ID



Essentials BRMS Backups Tips and 
configuration

Main configuration



Essentials configuration to automate your 
backups :

• Job scheduler 

• Control groups

• Policies

• Media Classes

• Tapes attribution
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Plan your backup :
• WRKJOBSCDE :
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• WRKJOBSCDE :  option 5 -> Using STRBKUBRM to call a control 

group

First daily backup on Monday :
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Second daily backup from Tuesday to Saturday : 



• WRKJOBSCDE :  option 5 -> Call a program which will eventually 

call a control group

Example : Flash for i
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Reminder : no data has be written meanwhile the backup is taking 

place



The program still calls out a control group
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Control Groups :

Define what you want to save with control groups for different strategy 

(daily, weekly etc)

• WRKCTLGBRM : 3 defaults ctlg
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Option 5 or 2 to display or modify.

Default *SYSTEM (SAVE 21): 
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Example of a custom ctlgrp :
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Option 8 to modify/display attributes

Custom daily backup : 
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Specify attributes according to your 

strategy such as the Media Policy 

you are going to use, the number of 

tapes etc.



BRMS Policies

• System Policy defines your global backup and recovery strategy across all BRMS and 
its preferences :

WRKPCYBRM *SYS opt1 or GO BRMS -> 11 -> 1
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BRMS Policies

• Backup Policy helps you define rules that control how backups are performed. 

WRKPCYBRM *BCK opt2 or GO BRMS -> 11 -> 2
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BRMS Policies
Media Policy responds to a specific need for your backup strategy. You 

can for example set up specific retention days and the Tape Library you 

are going to use. Also define the media class you want to link it to.

WRKPCYBRM *MED 
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BRMS Policies
WRKPCYBRM *MED option 5 to display -> Daily Example
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BRMS Policies
WRKPCYBRM *MED option 5 to display -> Weekly example
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BRMS Media class
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• Media class can be attached to specific cartridges which will help 

you define which ones will be used for specifics needs and strategy

WRKCLSBRM



Tapes Attribution
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With all these configuration, you can easily understand your tapes 

attribution and make an easy rotation for your backups.

WRKMEDBRM



Rotation explained :
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• Rentation : 22 days daily

• Rentation : 27 days weekly

• New Media on Mondays

• Weekly Backup on Sundays

• From Monday 18th to Saturday 23rd -> 

OS0070

• Sunday 24th -> OS0061

• Monday 25th -> New Media -> OS0066

• OS0067 *EXP after 22days which means 

it will be used on the next Monday 1st

• OS0062 *EXP after 27 days so it will be 

used on the next Sunday 31st 



Main understanding of how your backup works
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That’s it !
Merci
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