
Skyline ALE Spanish Language Arts and 
Biliteracy Foundational Skills

Designing for 
Biliteracy



2

Amy Weiss, 
Executive Director of 

EL Instruction

Alissa Machani, 
Biliteracy Manager

Angie Chagoya, 
BIliteracy Specialist

Maria Fernanda 
Wetzel,

Curriculum Designer

Lorelei Carver, 
Literacy  Specialist



Session 
Objectives

● Examine how the Biliteracy Foundational Skills 
curriculum intentionally aligns Spanish ALE and 
English ELA word study.

● Identify practical ways to leverage cross‑linguistic 
connections to strengthen biliteracy.

● Leave with instructional strategies to ensure 
access to grade‑level learning across languages.



A bilingual instructional plan to build 
foundational skills and promote 

biliteracy without duplicating 
instruction.
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Biliteracy Trajectory- Purpose
● Purpose of Alignment:

Define and emphasize the key FS concepts essential for literacy development in both 
English and Spanish.

● Instructional Coherence:
To ensure consistent and effective instruction by aligning instructional components 
and routines so that teachers can leverage established FS practices across both 
models.

● Expected Impact:
To streamline instruction, reinforce essential literacy skills, and promote cohesive, 
effective, and biliteracy-aligned teaching practices that honor the progression and 
integrity of both language languages.



Research/Design/Scope and 
Sequence

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lxONimkof0lKUaueJ4RcI03MahwzWlzM0P_gpPkZvWM/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lxONimkof0lKUaueJ4RcI03MahwzWlzM0P_gpPkZvWM/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1r7OvH2KUHOKUoGgI79GaoOAk8tKKIRROJ32Mb3eSF0c/edit?gid=0#gid=0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1r7OvH2KUHOKUoGgI79GaoOAk8tKKIRROJ32Mb3eSF0c/edit?gid=0#gid=0


Alignment to Key Practices



Where does it 
live?

The Biliteracy Block- English 
Language Development (ELD)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/10g5MjnUvRQOYZIZCTIfkOkuGj5pT5aSSlCprGtYrGMY/edit?gid=894464368#gid=894464368
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/10g5MjnUvRQOYZIZCTIfkOkuGj5pT5aSSlCprGtYrGMY/edit?gid=894464368#gid=894464368


Structure 
of Program 

● Biliteracy Foundational Skills aims to maintain the integrity of English and 

Spanish Word Study instruction (according to their Scopes and Sequences)

○ English Scope and Sequence

○ Spanish Scope and Sequence

● When appropriate, routines are intentionally embedded for consistency 

● ELA content has been modified to leverage Spanish content learned 

○ Focus on English specific skills

● Types of lessons:

○ Cross-linguistic Connections (CLCs)  

■ These lessons explore how English and Spanish interact by 

connecting, comparing, and contrasting features of both 

languages to support biliteracy development.

○ ELA Word Study 

■ These lessons teach concepts that are specific to English or 

have not been introduced in Spanish

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jLdRoWcxlPreE8ZcyTwbTFB_sSoeVoI9Cfg6qTvk0KA/preview?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1r7OvH2KUHOKUoGgI79GaoOAk8tKKIRROJ32Mb3eSF0c/edit?gid=0#gid=0
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Pacing Guide

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nmkwhnTUJ4B2rIC3emU12TojDdkj8ruTVhPYuAQMJFA/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.lbsg94kgs1vo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nmkwhnTUJ4B2rIC3emU12TojDdkj8ruTVhPYuAQMJFA/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.lbsg94kgs1vo
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nyfVCpaewMz7FJNm6OUgenX1HA8V__MycdediYzbGYI/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nyfVCpaewMz7FJNm6OUgenX1HA8V__MycdediYzbGYI/edit?tab=t.0


Materials Physical materials

● English letter sound cards
● Spanish letter sound cards (CLC Lessons)
● Decodables
● Manipulative Counters

Safari Montage

● BFS BFGs: 
○ Biliteracy Foundational Skills Biliteracy 

Facilitation Guides
● BFS Slides



Instruction:
CLC 
lessons

These lessons explore how English and Spanish interact by connecting, 
comparing, and contrasting features of both languages to support biliteracy 
development.

Standards

● Reading Foundational Skills in Spanish and English
● English Language Standards are also integrated whenever writing is 

involved

Routines

● What do we know?
● Connecting sound-letter names
● Connecting and comparing**
● Sorting Words
● What did we learn?
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K-2 Lesson 
Structure

Foundational Skills 
Phonological and Phonemic 

Awareness

Phonics and Word Recognition

Fluency

1. Skills Review and Warm-Up

2. Learning a new skill and/or 

practice applying learned skills 

through reading, spelling, and/or 

writing

3. Fluency Building with skills through 

use of connected text



Biliteracy
Grade K
Unit 5 Lesson # 1



Learning Targets

● I can recognize that some letters make the same 
sound in English and Spanish (m,d,t,n).



What Do We Know? 



Connecting Sound and Letter Names

m



Sorting 
Words



m
map

mom

mad

mapa

mamá

enojado

m



What Did We Learn?

m



Word Sorts for 
CLCs



Lesson 
Considerations



Phoneme-
Grapheme
Mapping





Assessment



Common Routines

Word Chains Word Sorts Dictation Phoneme Grapheme Mapping



Warm Up 
Routines

Review letter sounds Blending Drill High Frequency Words / Trick Words



Fluency Text ● 3 day rotation: echo read, choral read, buddy/ independent read
● 2 day rotation: rcho read, buddy/independent read
● Unit Fluency Checklist



Thank you!

Questions?
More Information

For more information about 
Biliteracy Foundational Skills 
for SY27, please reach out.

Contact:

Alissa Machani
aakarp@cps.edu

mailto:aakarp@cps.edu

