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*****Please note this information is currently for Canva AI 1.0, once I have access to 2.0 I will 
update this.

***Another note: If you click on the Outline icon in the bottom left of the screen you will see a 
clickable table of contents on the left. 

Workshop objectives:
Navigate Canva’s AI coding tools and access Canva Code features.
Build effective text prompts to generate interactive classroom activities.
Create beginner-friendly AI-generated educational tools without prior coding experience.
Modify and customize Canva Code projects for different grade levels and subject areas.
Explore ways Canva Code can support student engagement, creativity, and problem-
solving.
Identify classroom applications for interactive AI-generated learning activities.
Design a simple interactive classroom project using Canva Code AI.

What is Canva 
Canva Code is an AI-powered "low-code/no-code" environment within Canva that transforms 
written instructions into functional, interactive digital assets. Instead of writing lines of 



JavaScript or HTML, educators use natural language to describe the behavior and appearance 
of a tool, which the AI then builds.

Versatile tools you can build include:

Educational Games and review activities.
Classroom Utilities like timers and random name pickers.
Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) check-ins and mood meters.
Dynamic Organizers such as digital rubrics, reading trackers, and choice boards.

Constraints

Accessing Canva Code





Classroom Ideas



Prompts/ Types of games (Canva Prompt tips)
Category 1: Educational Games

These tools are designed to engage students through interactivity, real-time feedback, and scoring mechanics.

Animal Sorting Activity: "Create a sorting activity for my class where students sort animals into 'Mammal', 
'Reptile', and 'Bird' categories. Include a progress bar, a final score, and feedback for correct and incorrect 
answers".
Science Vocabulary Match: "Create a modern, bright vocab matching game where students must match 
key biology terms like 'Photosynthesis' and 'Chlorophyll' to their correct definitions".
Playful Memory Game: "Generate a fun memory matching game for my students using simple icons and a 
playful cartoon style".
3D Space Exploration: "Build a 3D game exploring space where students can navigate between different 
planets to learn facts about the solar system".
Digital Escape Room: "Design a multi-screen puzzle game (What) with a mystery-adventure theme (Style) 
focused on solving 5th-grade algebraic equations (Subject)."

Category 2: Business Utilities & Calculators

These prompts help generate functional tools for professional services or retail environments, providing instant 

calculations based on user input.

Consulting Pricing Calculator: "Create a sleek modern pricing calculator for 'Stew's Consulting'. Include 
sliders for session hours and hourly rates, plus add-on options for 'Digital Marketing Strategies' and 'CRM 
Building'. Show the total quote instantly".
Property Mortgage Calculator: "Build a visual and interactive property calculator with a gradient 
glass-effect design. Include inputs for property price, loan term, deposit amount, and interest rate to show 
instant monthly repayments and a graph of loan vs. deposit".
Interactive Restaurant Menu: "Generate an interactive menu for a modern cafe. Allow users to click on 
categories like 'Breakfast' or 'Drinks' to see items and descriptions".

Category 3: Classroom Management & Utilities

These tools help educators manage the physical or digital classroom environment with interactive visuals.

Confetti Classroom Timer: "Create a timer for my Year 5 classroom. Have confetti rain down at the 
timer's end. Make sure it is accessible with keyboard shortcuts like the spacebar to start/pause and 'r' to 
reset. Use a cartoon style with blue, yellow, and white colors".
Life-Skills Grocery List: "Build a grocery list builder widget that students can use during a life-skills lesson 
to track items and calculate total costs".
Simple Countdown Widget: "Generate a minimalist countdown timer for a class presentation that pulses 
red when there are only 30 seconds remaining".
Behavior Reflection Form: "Create an interactive reflection tool (What) in a calm, 
professional style (Style) for Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) (Subject) where students can 
click emojis to describe how they are feeling

Category 4: Interactive Learning & Subject Tools

These prompts create complex widgets that visualize data or simulate real-world scenarios for specific subjects.

https://www.canva.com/help/ai-prompting-tips/
https://www.canva.com/help/ai-prompting-tips/


Historical Timeline: "Create an interactive historical timeline for the American Civil War. Allow users to 
click on key years to see a summary of major battles and events".
Biology Quiz: "Build a sleek biology quiz about photosynthesis. Include multiple-choice questions and a 
results screen at the end".
Accessibility Simulator: "Develop a visual and interactive color accessibility simulator that shows how 
different color palettes look to someone with red-green color blindness".

Category 5: Data-Driven & Agentic Apps (Canva Code 2.0)

With the launch of AI 2.0, you can now prompt for tools that collect data or use conversational logic.

Emoji Shopping List (Data Collection): "Create an interactive shopping list that uses emojis for fun. Allow 
users to type items to pair them with relevant emojis and sync the list to a Canva Sheet so I can refresh the 
data in real-time".
Customer Feedback Form: "Build a feedback collection widget for a website. Allow users to enter their 
name and a rating, and ensure the responses are populated directly into a structured spreadsheet using 
Sheets AI".
Event RSVP Form: "Create a custom RSVP form (What) in an elegant floral style (Style) for a 
school fundraiser (Subject). Ensure interaction data flows directly into a Canva Sheet for real-
time tracking

Pro-Tips for Better Results

1.  Iterate via Chat: If the first result isn't perfect, use the "Polish and Personalize" window to say things like 
"Change the buttons to be bigger" or "Make the text bold".

2.  Voice Prompts: You can tap the microphone icon to speak your prompt if you are brainstorming out loud.
3.  Check Limitations: While these tools are automatically responsive for mobile and desktop, versions prior 

to 2.0 cannot connect to third-party databases like Google Calendar.

Beginner Prompt Tips Checklist

 Be Specific: Define exactly what the tool should do (e.g., "Add a 'Reset' button").
 Identify the Audience: Include the grade level to ensure content and UI appropriateness.
 Describe Visuals: Dictate color schemes, button sizes, and layout preferences.
 Explain Interactions: Detail what happens when a student clicks, drags, or answers.
 Request Editability: Ask for features that allow you to tweak content later.
 Prioritize Accessibility: Mention specific accessibility needs, such as high-contrast colors 
or screen-reader-friendly text.

Troubleshooting
Common errors & the fix 



Error / Problem Possible Reason Fix

Error 400 / Failed to create 
record

Too much text is being 
saved at once, or the app is 
trying to save data in a way 
Canva cannot handle

Ask Canva Code to “limit 
what is saved to the record 
and store long prompt text 
locally instead.”

Page is cut off / full view 
not showing

The app container does not 
resize or scroll correctly

Ask it to “make the full app 
responsive and add vertical 
scrolling so all content can 
be viewed.”

Button does not work The button is not 
connected to a function

Ask it to “check every 
button and connect it to the 
correct action.”

Download is not working The download function is 
missing or not connected 
properly

Ask it to “create a working 
download button that 
exports the selected 
content as a text or CSV 
file.”

Text disappears after 
refreshing

The app is not saving 
information

Ask it to “save data to local 
storage so it stays after the 
page refreshes.”

Prompt area will not 
accept long text

There may be a character 
limit in the input box or save 
function

Ask it to “allow long text 
entries and show the full 
prompt in a clickable pop-
up or expanded view.”

Layout looks messy on 
small screens

The design is not 
responsive

Ask it to “make the layout 
mobile-friendly and adjust 
cards, buttons, and text for 
smaller screens.”

CSV upload does not work The file reader or name-
splitting code is not set up 
correctly

Ask it to “accept CSV files 
and also allow names 
separated by commas.”

Scores are not totaling 
correctly

The rubric point values are 
not being calculated as 
numbers

Ask it to “convert selected 
rubric scores into numbers 
before adding them.”



Students can delete 
teacher-created prompts

Permissions or edit controls 
are not separated

Ask it to “only allow the 
creating teacher to edit or 
delete saved prompts.”

Prompt for fixing errors:

Please debug this app. Check for broken buttons, saving errors, long text limits, download 
problems, and responsive layout issues. Fix any Error 400 problems by reducing what is 
saved to records and using local storage for longer text. Make sure all user-entered 
information can be viewed, saved, and downloaded correctly.

Webite URL Edit:

To change your free Canva website URL (my.canva.site), navigate to the Canva homepage, 
go to Settings(via your profile icon or the "More" tab), select Web Domains, and click Edit 
next to your domain. This allows you to update the subdomain, though you must republish 
to apply changes. 

Steps to Change Free Canva Domains

1.  Open Settings: On the Canva homepage, tap your profile icon/menu and select Settings.
2.  Go to Domains: Select Web Domains from the menu.
3.  Edit Domain: Next to your current domain name, select View, then click Edit.
4.  Update URL: Enter the new desired name for your domain.
5.  Save and Confirm: Click Save and then Confirm. Note that this may cause your website to 

be temporarily offline during the transfer

Copy paste code This has been fixed 

When using Canva Code AI, you cannot paste large amounts of copied code into the very 

first prompt window when starting a new project because that initial screen has a smaller 

character limit. Instead, you’ll need to first ask Canva Code AI to create or recode 

something simple so it generates the project workspace.

First prompt window                                                            Second Editing Screen



Once you reach the second editing screen where Canva begins building the app or 

webpage you’ll have access to a much larger input area that supports up to 

approximately 50,000 (UPDATE: Now 100,000) characters. At that point, you can paste 

your previously copied code there, as long as it stays within the character limit.

AI Usage information
Monthly AI Usage by Plan

How does my AI allowance work 



Your AI tools share a single monthly allowance, with some tools using more of it than others. The 

complexity of your prompt or task will also influence how much AI allowance is used. The ranges provided 

above are estimates. More complex prompts and tasks use more of your monthly AI allowance, so the 

number of uses you get will vary.

Standard AI tools: Magic Formulas can use less AI allowance than Magic Write for SEO
Premium AI tools: Style Match can use less AI allowance than creating interactives with Canva Code
Ultra AI tools: Generating and iterating on multi-page designs through conversation with Canva AI 2.0 
will use more AI allowance than text-to-image

How does Canva AI 2.0 use my AI allowance 

It uses your shared AI allowance. The amount of AI allowance used depends on the task. Your usage may be 

higher based on:

Designs referenced: When you include designs in a task, larger files use more AI allowance. For 
example, a 40-slide presentation will use more than a 5-slide presentation.
Task complexity: More complex tasks require more steps, which increases AI allowance usage.
Tools used: Tasks that use multiple AI tools consume more allowance than those that use fewer tools.
Models used: More complex tasks or higher quality outputs may use more advanced AI models, than 
simpler tasks. The more powerful the AI tool, the more AI allowance used.

All Canva AI tools pull from one shared AI allowance. Simpler tools use fewer credits, 

while advanced image, video, and Canva Code projects use more.



AI Tier Description Examples

Standard AI Tools Uses the smallest 

amount of your shared 

AI allowance. These 

tools are designed for 

lighter AI tasks and 

quick content support.

• Magic Formulas • 

Magic Write for SEO

Premium AI Tools More advanced AI 

tools that use more of 

your AI allowance for 

generating images, 

interactives, designs, 

audio, and creative 

content.

• Magic Layers • 

Generate a design with 

Canva AI • Create an 

image with Canva AI • 

Build interactive 

experiences with 

Canva Code • Generate 

elements with Canva AI 

(3D, charts, forms, 

shapes, etc.) • Music & 

Sound Effect 

Generator • Form 

Generator • Affinity AI 

tools including 

Generative Fill, Expand, 

Edit, Generate Images 

& Vectors

Ultra AI Tools Canva’s newest and 

most advanced AI 

models. These tools 

use the largest amount 

of your AI allowance.

• Conversational 

Design with Canva AI 

2.0 • Create a video clip 

with Canva AI • 

Advanced image 

generation with Canva 

AI

Important Note: Canva for Education users do not completely lose access to AI tools 

after reaching their limit. Canva may temporarily slow down or pause generations 

between prompts until the monthly AI allowance resets.



**** It’s true I’ve reached my limit before. It told me when full access would be restored. 

However I was still able to use Canva code just with long waits before it made my code. 1-

4 mins.

Canva Resources
Intro to Canva code AI Slide deck

Canva Learning & Tutorials

Canva YouTube
Video tutorials and walk 
throughs 

Canva YouTube Channel

Canva Design School Canva tutorials and training Canva Design School

Canva Code AI Coding Workspace Canva Code

Canva code Video Intro Intro to canva code 
overveiw

Canva code video Intro

Canva Cheatsheet Library Handy how to Cheatsheets Canva Cheatsheet Library

Intro Cheatsheet Get to Canva Code Intro Cheatsheet

Prompt Cheatsheet Canva Prompt tips Prompt Cheatsheet

Widget cheatsheet Widget Classroom Prompts 
Cheatsheet

Widget cheatsheet

Canva Code AI  2.0

https://canva.link/vvy6ezgrvthzhbd
https://www.youtube.com/@canva
https://www.youtube.com/@canva
https://www.canva.com/ai-code-generator/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.canva.com/ai-code-generator/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.canva.com/design-school/resources/code-that-connects-from-teaching-to-learning
https://www.canva.com/design-school/resources/code-that-connects-from-teaching-to-learning
https://www.canva.com/design-school/cheatsheets
https://www.canva.com/design-school/cheatsheets
https://www.canva.com/design-school/resources/get-to-know-canva-code
https://www.canva.com/design-school/resources/get-to-know-canva-code
https://www.canva.com/design-school/resources/canva-code-prompts-to-spark-inspiration
https://www.canva.com/design-school/resources/canva-code-prompts-to-spark-inspiration
https://www.canva.com/design-school/resources/creating-widgets-for-the-classroom
https://www.canva.com/design-school/resources/creating-widgets-for-the-classroom




What’s New 2.0
What’s New in Canva Code 2.0

The jump from Version 1.0 to 2.0 focuses on data connectivity and improved workflow for 

educators:

Direct Canva Sheets Connection: Unlike the static tools of 1.0, Version 2.0 allows 
interactive forms and widgets to collect data and store it directly in integrated Canva 
Sheets. This enables real-time tracking for things like event RSVPs or student feedback 
forms.
HTML Imports: Educators can now import existing HTML files into the Canva editor to 
adjust design elements and functionality without having to rebuild a tool from scratch.
Memory Library for Project Context: A new persistent memory layer retains your design 
history and brand preferences across different prompts, allowing for faster, smarter 
iteration.
Direct 'Publish' Button: You can now deploy your tool directly to a live URL from within 
the Canva Code editor.
Increased Limits: Verified educators now receive a significant boost in usage, with 60 
messages per day and 200 premium AI uses per month.

Prompts

Escape room: Create a fun and interactive digital escape room for 4th grade students about 
computer science Input and Output devices. The game should be colorful, kid friendly, and 



classroom appropriate with a technology/robotics theme. Include 4 or 5 challenge rooms 
students must complete to escape the computer lab.

Stay Connected
Name Email School District Grade/Subject

Jessica LaRosa jlarosa@trenton.k12.nj.us Trenton Public Schools 7-8 / Computer

Kristen Simms
kristen.simms@sbschool

s.org
South Brunswick School District

6-8th Technology 

Education

Sherry Iannucci
siannucci@merchantville

.k12.nj.us
Merchantville School District

K-8 Technology 

Education

Tonya Thompson
thompsto@orange.k12.nj.

us
Orange Public Schools

3-7 Computer 

Literacy/STEM

Jenny Ryu
jenny.ryu@leoniaschools.

org
Leonia Public Schools

PreK-4 Technology 

Ed

Mary DiSimone masmith@ewingboe.org Ewing Township Public Schools 6-8 Technology

Theresa Karngbaye
tkarngbaye@trenton.k12.

nj.us
Trenton Public Schools K3 

Kim Kefalas kkefalas@lindenps.org Linden Public Schools K-5

Lisa Garnett lgarnett@mersnj.us Manalapan-Englishtown K-5 



Your creations  



Subject/Grade/
Type of activity

Prompt Link to activity Link to code 

Computers/ 1st 
grade/ Typing Quiz

https://blaine.my.canva.si
te/1stgradetyping

 
msblaine.my.canva.site/t

yping-test

Computers/Google 
Drive Escape Room

Can you help me make 
a digital escape room 
with 4 different rooms 
each with a challenge 

asking a general 
question about google 

drive tools and 
applications. Can you 

make it for 7th graders 
and make it fun and 

colorful. In order to get 
to a new room, all the 
questions need to be 

correct.

https://techwithnooch.my
.canva.site/googledrivees

caperoom

Computers / 4th 
Grade / Input 

Output Escape 
Room  

Create a fun and 
interactive digital 

escape room for 4th 
grade students about 

computer science 
Input and Output 

devices. The game 
should be colorful, kid 
friendly, and classroom 

appropriate with a 
technology/robotics 

theme. Include 4 or 5 
challenge rooms 
students must 

complete to escape 
the computer lab.

https://msblaine.my.canv
a.site/inputoutputescape

Internet Scams Create a fun and https://mrs-disimones-

https://blaine.my.canva.site/1stgradetyping
https://blaine.my.canva.site/1stgradetyping
https://blaine.my.canva.site/1stgradetyping
https://blaine.my.canva.site/1stgradetyping
http://msblaine.my.canva.site/typing-test
http://msblaine.my.canva.site/typing-test
http://msblaine.my.canva.site/typing-test
http://msblaine.my.canva.site/typing-test
https://techwithnooch.my.canva.site/googledriveescaperoom
https://techwithnooch.my.canva.site/googledriveescaperoom
https://techwithnooch.my.canva.site/googledriveescaperoom
https://techwithnooch.my.canva.site/googledriveescaperoom
https://techwithnooch.my.canva.site/googledriveescaperoom
https://techwithnooch.my.canva.site/googledriveescaperoom
https://msblaine.my.canva.site/inputoutputescape
https://msblaine.my.canva.site/inputoutputescape
https://msblaine.my.canva.site/inputoutputescape
https://msblaine.my.canva.site/inputoutputescape
https://mrs-disimones-class.my.canva.site/internet-scams-escape-room-for-6th-graders
https://mrs-disimones-class.my.canva.site/internet-scams-escape-room-for-6th-graders


Escape Room interactive escape 
room for 6th grade 
students based on 
avoiding internet 

scams. ( I edited the 
prompt and went 

through 8 versions 
until it worked best.)

class.my.canva.site/inter
net-scams-escape-

room-for-6th-graders

Ozobot Maze 
Generator 

can you build me an 
maze generator for 
ozobots evo . This 

will be for the 
blockly app the 

mazes should be 
big enough for the 

robots to travel 
through they 

shouldn't follow the 
lines.

msblaine.my.canva.site/o
zbotmazegen

Escape the 
Computer Lab

Escape Room for 7th 
& 8th Grade 

students.  Consists 
of Digital 

Citizenship and 
Artifical Intelligence 

questions.

mslarosa.my.canva.site/c
omputerlabescaperoom

Feedback 
cblaine@nbtschools.org

https://mrs-disimones-class.my.canva.site/internet-scams-escape-room-for-6th-graders
https://mrs-disimones-class.my.canva.site/internet-scams-escape-room-for-6th-graders
https://mrs-disimones-class.my.canva.site/internet-scams-escape-room-for-6th-graders
https://mrs-disimones-class.my.canva.site/internet-scams-escape-room-for-6th-graders
https://mrs-disimones-class.my.canva.site/internet-scams-escape-room-for-6th-graders
https://mrs-disimones-class.my.canva.site/internet-scams-escape-room-for-6th-graders
http://msblaine.my.canva.site/ozbotmazegen
http://msblaine.my.canva.site/ozbotmazegen
http://msblaine.my.canva.site/ozbotmazegen
http://msblaine.my.canva.site/ozbotmazegen
http://mslarosa.my.canva.site/computerlabescaperoom
http://mslarosa.my.canva.site/computerlabescaperoom
http://mslarosa.my.canva.site/computerlabescaperoom
http://mslarosa.my.canva.site/computerlabescaperoom


Please let me know if you have any questions
 

cblaine@nbtschools.org


