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A Study In Scenic Design 

 
 
Pre-production 
 
1 Goals:  Practical Design  -   necessary components like doors, windows, 

          furniture, and specifics for the play 
   Artistic Design - how the practical design is done artistically like 
      period of the play, colors, other influences 
 
2 Style of stage:   On what type of stage will the play be performed Proscenium, 

   thrust, arena/round, black box, environmental 
 
3 Scope or Size: How big is this show going to be? 
 
4 Budget:  How much money do you have to spend? 
 
 Considerations - Materials like wood, Steel, Plastics/Foams, Other 
    Structural Integrity, Artistic Embellishments 
 
 Properties -  Scenic designer is also responsible for overseeing props 
 
5 Research: Read the play, Google image search, Google the time period, 

geographical styles, architectural styles, note the mandatory 
components for the play, learn everything you can! 

 
Read the play again!  Do more research!  (Repeat 2 more times!) 

 
6 Director: Meet with the director and understand their concept for the show. 
   Ask about any specific needs they have – extra doors, furniture, etc. 
   Talk about the timeline and schedule. 
 
7 Design: Make a scale model of your show – scene by scene. 
   Make a rendering of the set – drawing with color. 
   Take or copy photos of inspirations. 
   You need something physical to present to the director and the 

production design team that represents your vision. 
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Execution 
 
8 Building: Who is going to build the set? 
   Do you have the necessary tools? 
   What materials are you building with? 
 
9 Time Budget: “Work expands to fit the time allotted.” 
   “Time doesn’t expand to fit the work allotted!” 
   Review the size and scope of the set to determine start time. 
   Plan to finish the set by tech week. 
   Tech week becomes contingency time if needed! 
    
   Size + Scope + Research, divided by your builders’ skill sets equals 
   What time you should start building. 
 
10 Time Line: Main Structure build 
   Details, mouldings, embellishments 
   Painting/flame retarding time 
   Transport to theatre 
   Load In prior to tech week 


