


Overview

❑ Self-Assessment
❑ College Go!
❑ March Madness
❑ Additional Opportunities
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College Going Culture



College Go!

❑ Annual September Campaign: Held 
every fall to make college and career 
planning fun and accessible for students, 
featuring #WhyApply Day and College 
Application Week when many Indiana 
colleges waive their application fees. 

❑ We increase the exposure by expanding 
our programming to become College 
Go Month (starts in September and runs 
through Fall Break).



Advisory Activities
Underclassmen

❑ For underclassmen, College Go Month is 
all about exploration & exposure.  

❑ We provide daily lessons to all advisors.



Advisory Activities
Underclassmen

❑ The college profile lessons are two-fold: 
� They profile a specific college or university.
� They highlight a specific aspect of college 

life.



Advisory Activities
Underclassmen

College Research Project
❑ Students research a college 

or university of their choice.
❑ They create a pennant, shirt, 

or other visual that can be 
displayed outside the advisory 
classroom that showcases 
their research.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/19xvscqCPTXBCsQKTYvIXqlEoy81N61hH/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115562592637412408754&rtpof=true&sd=true


Advisory Activities
Seniors

❑ For seniors, the activities lead up to College 
Application Week and creating their FSA IDs for FAFSA.



Advisory Activities
Seniors

❑ Our College Specialist puts these lessons together and 
uses Canva to record them, making it even easier for 
advisory teachers to plug and play.
� Reach, Match, and Safety School Lesson Example

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGOaQEF6eM/5Rih7rxK4FsN9S-duJydgA/view?utm_content=DAGOaQEF6eM&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h7def1b7c8f


College Application Week



Build Community: Get Staff Involved

Link staff members to specific colleges to 
spark conversations

HBCU Lessons: Find the Alum:



March Madness

First, we leveraged 
the Big Ten 

tournament to learn 
more about colleges 
in that conference.



March Madness

Lesson 1: Introduction & 
Map
Lessons 2 & 3: Research 
Big Ten School of Choice
Lesson 4: Trivia Game

Big Ten Tournament Lessons

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iLCgtFynlVMPBhhzhYcHU8HPEscTMPAk/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115562592637412408754&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iLCgtFynlVMPBhhzhYcHU8HPEscTMPAk/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=115562592637412408754&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1e6jorUVMhzT6lCjYbq_RHojLR3ZIcFY_qQrwQ0hGfo8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1e6jorUVMhzT6lCjYbq_RHojLR3ZIcFY_qQrwQ0hGfo8/edit?usp=sharing


March Madness

❑ Typically, each advisory 
completes a bracket for 
which teams they think will 
advance in the tournament.  

❑ We do regular updates of 
which advisory is in the lead 
and the winning advisory 
gets donuts.

Bracketology



March Madness

❑ Students will use the March Madness bracket to 
research who wins in the classroom.  

❑ Instead of predicting who wins on the basketball 
court, the students will research academic stats of 
both school to decide who wins and why.  

❑ At the end, students should have a winner that is 
aside from basketball scores.

Bracketology



Bracket

❑ Each student will receive a bracket for the 
Men’s 2026 Division I championships.

❑ For each round, you will research the two 
colleges and decide the winner based on the 
given category for that round.

❑ Example: If the criteria was student activities, 
you would pull up the two school’s websites 
and compare which one you think has the best 
activities.  Then, you would write that school 
name in the space for your winner.

Answer

Your winner of Ohio State vs. 
TCU will go in the bottom half 
of that box.  Now, those teams 
will compete against each 
other in Round 2.

Your winner of Duke vs. Siena 
will go in the top of the second 
round box. Remember, it is 
NOT about who wins at 
basketball for this activity.



Round #1

For Round 1, base the 
winner on the campus living 
arrangements.  Check out 
the campus websites.  
Which school has the best 
dorms or campus living 
options?

This is your opinion!

Let’s do one together! 

Example: I googled Duke University housing and 
Siena housing and found these two sites to 
compare.

Click here to learn about housing at Duke: 
https://students.duke.edu/living/housing/first-year-h
ousing/east-campus-houses/

Click here to learn about housing at Siena.
https://www.siena.edu/offices/community-living/resi
dential-communities/

Which do you guys think is better? Write that 
university in the top box for Round 2!

https://students.duke.edu/living/housing/first-year-housing/east-campus-houses/
https://students.duke.edu/living/housing/first-year-housing/east-campus-houses/
https://www.siena.edu/offices/community-living/residential-communities/
https://www.siena.edu/offices/community-living/residential-communities/


Round #2

For Round 2, base the 
winner on cost.  

Which university would 
be the most cost effective 
for you and your family?

This is your opinion based 
on your research and 
factors important to you!

Let’s do one together! 

Example: I had Siena and Ohio State University 
winning round 1.

I googled Siena cost and Ohio State cost:

Siena: 
https://www.siena.edu/offices/financial-aid/cost-of-atten
dance/

Ohio State: 
https://undergrad.osu.edu/cost-and-aid/basic-costs

While, the overall cost for Siena is less expensive,  
it is in New York so the cost to get there and home 
will be higher.  Therefore, I will pick Ohio State to 
move on in my bracket.

https://www.siena.edu/offices/financial-aid/cost-of-attendance/
https://www.siena.edu/offices/financial-aid/cost-of-attendance/
https://undergrad.osu.edu/cost-and-aid/basic-costs


Round #3- Sweet 16

For Round 3 (The Sweet 16), 
base the winner on academic 
programs.

Which university has the best 
academic programs for you?

This is your opinion based on 
your research and factors 
important to you!

Let’s do one together! 

Example: I had Ohio State & Kansas facing off in the 
Sweet 16. 

I googled Ohio State & Kansas academic programs.

Kansas: https://www.ku.edu/about-ku, 
https://www.ku.edu/academics

Ohio State: https://www.osu.edu/academics

Based on this research and what you may want to 
study, who would you move on to the next round 
(Elite 8)?

https://www.ku.edu/about-ku
https://www.ku.edu/academics
https://www.osu.edu/academics


Final Rounds

For Round 4 (Elite 8), base on 
the picture of their average 
undergraduate student.

Which university seems the 
best fit for you?

This is your opinion based on 
your research and factors 
important to you!

10 minutes-

Let’s do one together! 

Example: I had Kansas & Louisville facing off in the Elite 8.

I googled Ohio State & Kansas undergraduate enrollment.

Kansas: 
https://academicsuccess.ku.edu/undergraduate-students-nu
mbers

Louisville: https://louisville.edu/about/quick-facts

Based on this research, I picked Louisville to move on 
to my Final 4 because they had a more diverse student 
population which was important to me.

https://academicsuccess.ku.edu/undergraduate-students-numbers
https://academicsuccess.ku.edu/undergraduate-students-numbers
https://louisville.edu/about/quick-facts


Final Rounds

For Round 5 (Final 4), base on 
their mascot. 

Which university has the 
coolest mascot?

This is your opinion based on 
your research and factors 
important to you!

5 minutes-



National Championship

For Round 6 (National 
Championship), base the winner 
on your overall research of 
those two schools.

Which university would you 
most want to attend between 
those two?

Crown your champion!

5 minutes-



Other Ideas



Let’s Brainstorm!

November: First-Gen Celebration (November 
8th is National First-Generation College 
Celebration Day)
February: College Match Month (Create 
dating profiles for college research)

What other ideas do you have to make 
college come alive throughout the school 

year?

Monthly Theme Ideas

https://www.firstgenforward.org/our-initiatives/advocacy-and-policy/first-generation-college-celebration



