
Ideas for Play and
IMITATE PORTIONs Of POW

INCORPORATING
PLAY

P A T T E R N S  O F  W O N D E R





Learning Target

Today we will discuss and explore ideas for incorporating play

in our writing instruction.

So that we can provide students with opportunities to explore

writing concepts through play.

We know we have it when we can plan for play opportunities

in our upcoming Patterns of Wonder lessons.





What has gone well in Patterns of Wonder?

What has not gone well in Patterns of
Wonder?



Patterns of Wonder Lesson Cycle

Invitation to Wonder

Invitation to Compare/Contrast

Invitation to Imitate Together

Invitation to Play

Invitation to Share and Celebrate



Inivtation to Wonder 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOEE6fJif2o&list=PLMneeLGPIo8hw-eKbcTQZPnRlnSx3_y-l&index=5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mOEE6fJif2o&list=PLMneeLGPIo8hw-eKbcTQZPnRlnSx3_y-l&index=5


Inivtation to compare and
contrast

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2G7ereyUkDg&list=PLMneeLGPIo8hw-eKbcTQZPnRlnSx3_y-l&index=4


Invitation to Imitate

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wTZS65gSBEc&list=PLMneeLGPIo8hw-eKbcTQZPnRlnSx3_y-l&index=3


Invitation to Play

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z_aV88CSnCw&list=PLMneeLGPIo8hw-eKbcTQZPnRlnSx3_y-l&index=2


Invitation to Celebrate

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dmIOyjKDOPw&list=PLMneeLGPIo8hw-eKbcTQZPnRlnSx3_y-l&index=1


What did YOU notice? What do
YOU wonder?



Patterns of Wonder Phases of
Emergent Writing

symbol and letter
writing 

Scribble writing Conventional
writing 

Transitional Writing



Scribble Writing

Drawing to represent
writing

Relaying heavi ly on
oral language 

Using a variety of
lines and dots to
record language 



Symbol and Letter
Writing

Using mock letters of
symbols
Including representation
drawing
Using letter strings 
Exploring letter/sound
correspondence
Experimenting with
labeling 



Transitional Writing

Labeling pictures using
sounds
Invented spel l ing
Copying words from
the room
Beginning to use
spaces 
Exploring capital ization
and punctuation



Conventional Writing

Conventional ly spel l ing
common words
Using spaces between
words in sentences
Using some
punctuation
Using both uppercase
and lowercase letters
intentional ly



Avenues of Support
as you confer with students, keep in mind how you will utilize these pathways when you support your early

writers. (page 82)

illustrating 

In this this pathway of support, you will want to encourage writers to
consider the focus phrase and tell about their picture in a way that
their writing will eventually sound. 

writing

In this pathway of support, writers will begin to add more to their
illustrations to compose the written language. 

oral language 

concepts about print In this pathway of support, writers will explore how print works. 

In this pathway of support, students will move from labeling pictures to
writing sentences, expanding on those sentences, and using
capitalization and punctuation. You will want to encourages students to
begin using words and l



Invitation to Imitate
During invitation to imitate, the writing can be shared or interactive.

Shared Interactive

Highest Scaffold Teacher Writes
Teacher and

Students Share

Pen

All Studdents

Could Use Dry

Erase Boards



pathways of
support and how to
use this during play

creative writing skill







Planning for
Play through

lesson 2.5

Flag pg. 61-62 in POW Manual



When Can We
Play with
Writing?

Play during Patterns of Wonder Time

Play during Writing

Play During Centers

Play During Small Group Instruction



Planning for Play

Where can this focus phrase fit
in our day?

2.5 I show and tell about people 

places and things in my writing. 



center opportunities for play
focus phrase should be hung over the writing center 

stickie notes
free writing books
dry erase markers & boards
construction paper and crayons
paper or images in sheet
protectors
books



What Are
Opportunities for Play

in Lesson 2.5?



Lesson 2.5 Focus
Phrase:

(think through this focus phrase for your grade level .
what can we do to support this concept within centers

and writer’s workshop)

I show and
tel l about

people places
and things in
my writing

Label pictures in sheet protectors.

Create a book with pictures and words.

Practice “reading” your words after.

Sticky notes to create labels in

a center.  

Paint a picture in creativity station and

write “words” to tell about it.



Lesson 1 .2 Focus
Phrase:

(think through this focus phrase for your grade level .
what can we do to support this concept within centers

and writer’s workshop)

 I use words
to make

sentences



Let ’s dig into your curriculum! 
how can we integrate the focus phrases within writing/curriculum?



what questions do you have?
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