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FORMATIVELY ASSESSING THROUGH DISCOURSE

discoursediscourse



Make sure you fill out the
survey at the end of the
session to receive credit

for the session!

gET cREDITgET cREDIT



TargetTarget

explore & engage in different
types of discourse activities,
explore & engage in different
types of discourse activities,

I can explore these activities with my
students and plan for discourse and other
formative assessments in PLCs

I can explore these activities with my
students and plan for discourse and other
formative assessments in PLCs

I ’ L L  K N O W  I  H A V E  I T  W H E N

learninglearning

see how discourse can be used to
effectively formatively assess students
throughout the lesson cycle, 

see how discourse can be used to
effectively formatively assess students
throughout the lesson cycle, 

S O  I  C A N

T O D A Y  I  W I L L



NotecatcherNotecatcher
As you learn today, reflect on how you might use
these activities in your classroom to engage students
in conversation and check for understanding during
their learning. (Keep the last row blank!) 

As you learn today, reflect on how you might use
these activities in your classroom to engage students
in conversation and check for understanding during
their learning. (Keep the last row blank!) 

G I V E  &  G E T



a mile a minutea mile a minute
talktalk

S T U D E N T D I S C O U R S E

Formative Assessment

Content Literacy

Instructional Framework



The BenefitsThe Benefits

TIME Teacher BenefitsStudent Benefits

How long did that
take for us to do?

How does this
protocol benefit

teachers?

How does this
protocol benefit

students?



PlaybookPlaybook

Number Talk - students share
how they would solve a
problem
Explore graphs or stimuli on
test items

Number Talk - students share
how they would solve a
problem
Explore graphs or stimuli on
test items

Visual from political cartoons
DBQ document implications
Visual from political cartoons
DBQ document implications

S O C I A L
S T U D I E S

From theFrom the

What might this look like in
your classroom.
What might this look like in
your classroom.

Give E+C and
students talk through
the Reasoning
Justifying text
evidence you used in
writing or with MC

Give E+C and
students talk through
the Reasoning
Justifying text
evidence you used in
writing or with MC

Phenomena with I
notice/I wonder
What patterns,
cause/effect

Phenomena with I
notice/I wonder
What patterns,
cause/effect

E L A

S C I E N C E

M A T H



Formative AssessmentFormative Assessment

F O R M A T I V E  A S S E S S M E N T  =  
R E A L - T I M E  E V I D E N C E  +  I N S T R U C T I O N A L  D E C I S I O N S

Which one is a Formative
Assessment?

A Quiz
An Exit Ticket
A Student Debate
A Group Discussion



Formative AssessmentFormative Assessment

F O R M A T I V E  A W W E S S M E N T  =  
R E A L - T I M E  E V I D E N C E  +  I N S T R U C T I O N A L  D E C I S I O N S

Student Discourse provides immediate insight

into: 

Misconceptions

reasoning processes

vocabulary and language development

depth of understanding
It is a fast (Low Prep) way for teachers to gather data



What is Formative AssessmentWhat is Formative Assessment

Ongoing purposeful
process used during

all stages of the
lesson cycle to

gather evidence of
student

understanding
toward mastery of
the learning target

The goal is not to
grade, but to

gather real-time
student

understanding to
adjust instruction

and provide
feedback.



Types of 
Student Discourse

Types of 
Student Discourse

E X P L O R A T O R Y
T A L K

B R A I N S T O R M I N
G  &  I N I T I A L

S E N S E - M A K I N G

H Y P O T H E S I Z I N
G ,

S P E C U L A T I N G ,
U N F I N I S H E D
I D E A S ,  O R A L

R E H E A R S A L

M E T A C O G N I T I V E
T A L K

S E L F -
A S S E S S M E N T  &

R E F L E C T I O N

T H I N K I N G
A B O U T

T H I N K I N G

A C C O U N T A B L E
T A L K

E V I D E N C E
B A S E D

R E A S O N I N G

E V I D E N C E  +
B U I L D I N G  O N

O T H E R S

A R G U M E N T A T I V E
T A L K

D E B A T E  &
P R E S E N T A T I O N

C L A I M S  +
R E A S O N I N G  +

C O U N T E R C L A I M S



a mile a minutea mile a minute
talktalk

S T U D E N T D I S C O U R S E

Formative Assessment

Content Literacy

Instructional Framework



A S  Y O U  R E A D ,
T H I N K  A B O U T
T H E
C O N N E C T I O N
B E T W E E N
F O R M A T I V E
A S S E S S M E N T
A N D
D I S C O U R S E .  



movesmoves
talktalk As we discuss the article, use these talk moves or

others to keep the conversation going.
Say more...
Who can restate what they heard?
Do you agree or disagree, and why?
What makes you say that?

As we discuss the article, use these talk moves or
others to keep the conversation going.

Say more...
Who can restate what they heard?
Do you agree or disagree, and why?
What makes you say that?

Debrief
How do talk moves show evidence of student thinking?
How can they better help a teacher learn about participants’ understanding?
How can moves double as formative assessment strategies?



Types of 
Student Discourse

Types of 
Student Discourse

E X P L O R A T O R Y
T A L K

B R A I N S T O R M I N G
&  I N I T I A L

S E N S E - M A K I N G

H Y P O T H E S I Z I N G ,
S P E C U L A T I N G ,

U N F I N I S H E D
I D E A S ,  O R A L

R E H E A R S A L

M E T A C O G N I T I V E
T A L K

S E L F -
A S S E S S M E N T  &

R E F L E C T I O N

T H I N K I N G
A B O U T

T H I N K I N G

A C C O U N T A B L E
T A L K

E V I D E N C E
B A S E D

R E A S O N I N G

E V I D E N C E  +
B U I L D I N G  O N

O T H E R S

A R G U M E N T A T I V E
T A L K

D E B A T E  &
P R E S E N T A T I O N

C L A I M S  +
R E A S O N I N G  +

C O U N T E R C L A I M S



FAC
T FIB



fact or fibfact or fib

F O R M A T I V E  A S S E S S M E N T  =  
R E A L - T I M E  E V I D E N C E  +  I N S T R U C T I O N A L  D E C I S I O N S

Requires students to justify
Teachers can quickly spot misconceptions
Teachers can clear up misconceptions
Students teach each other & revise thinking
Students use lesson concepts and vocabulary



Types of 
Student Discourse

Types of 
Student Discourse

E X P L O R A T O R Y
T A L K

B R A I N S T O R M I N G
&  I N I T I A L

S E N S E - M A K I N G

H Y P O T H E S I Z I N G ,
S P E C U L A T I N G ,

U N F I N I S H E D
I D E A S ,  O R A L

R E H E A R S A L

M E T A C O G N I T I V E
T A L K

S E L F -
A S S E S S M E N T  &

R E F L E C T I O N

T H I N K I N G
A B O U T

T H I N K I N G

A C C O U N T A B L E
T A L K

E V I D E N C E
B A S E D

R E A S O N I N G

E V I D E N C E  +
B U I L D I N G  O N

O T H E R S

A R G U M E N T A T I V E
T A L K

D E B A T E  &
P R E S E N T A T I O N

C L A I M S  +
R E A S O N I N G  +

C O U N T E R C L A I M S



PlaybookPlaybook

Examine a visual rep and
determine whether or not it
accurately represents the task. 
Use “always/sometimes/never”
statements from resources 

Examine a visual rep and
determine whether or not it
accurately represents the task. 
Use “always/sometimes/never”
statements from resources 

Debates from DBQ document 
Geography statements using
map skills to justify

Debates from DBQ document 
Geography statements using
map skills to justify

S O C I A L
S T U D I E S

From theFrom the

What might this look like in
your classroom.
What might this look like in
your classroom.

Similarities &
differences found in
paired passages
Evidence selection to
support a thesis

Similarities &
differences found in
paired passages
Evidence selection to
support a thesis

End of topic
review/spiral review
Anticipation guide
questions 

End of topic
review/spiral review
Anticipation guide
questions 

E L A

S C I E N C E

M A T H

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbrdD59gfqZy37Gmjvfr92gt3uAXvZa3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbrdD59gfqZy37Gmjvfr92gt3uAXvZa3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbrdD59gfqZy37Gmjvfr92gt3uAXvZa3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbrdD59gfqZy37Gmjvfr92gt3uAXvZa3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbrdD59gfqZy37Gmjvfr92gt3uAXvZa3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbrdD59gfqZy37Gmjvfr92gt3uAXvZa3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbrdD59gfqZy37Gmjvfr92gt3uAXvZa3/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jbrdD59gfqZy37Gmjvfr92gt3uAXvZa3/view?usp=sharing


Lead4wardLead4wardPlaylistPlaylist



The Research SaysThe Research Says

90 Effect Size of
formative assessment 

.82 Effect Size for
classroom discussion

.69 Effect Size
Teaching students to

self-assess and
reflect

(Metacognition)



UncommonUncommon
Common &Common &

Lead4ward
Playlist

Exit Tickets

Think - Pair - 
Share

Turn and Talk

Pair- Square- Share

Four Corners

Talk a Mile a Minute

Fact or Fib

Give & Get



impactimpact
What will student discussion reveal about their progress toward the learning
target?
Are the questions you plan to ask open-ended enough to provoke genuine
discussion rather than just quick, factual answers?
How will you document the evidence of student learning that emerges during
the discourse? What are you looking for/listening for specifically?
When the discussion stalls, how do you plan to re-engage students without
giving away the answer?

What will student discussion reveal about their progress toward the learning
target?
Are the questions you plan to ask open-ended enough to provoke genuine
discussion rather than just quick, factual answers?
How will you document the evidence of student learning that emerges during
the discourse? What are you looking for/listening for specifically?
When the discussion stalls, how do you plan to re-engage students without
giving away the answer?



NotecatcherNotecatcher
As you learned today, you reflected on how you might
use these activities in your classroom to engage
students in conversation and check for understanding
during their learning. Add any other thoughts, still keep
the last 3 boxes blank.

As you learned today, you reflected on how you might
use these activities in your classroom to engage
students in conversation and check for understanding
during their learning. Add any other thoughts, still keep
the last 3 boxes blank.

G I V E  &  G E T



PlaybookPlaybook

Share different ways to
represent the same task or
problem
If your friend was absent, what
would they need to know...

Share different ways to
represent the same task or
problem
If your friend was absent, what
would they need to know...

Test review brain dump 
Key takeaways from a reading
Test review brain dump 
Key takeaways from a reading

S O C I A L
S T U D I E S

From theFrom the

What might this look like in
your classroom.
What might this look like in
your classroom.

ECR Planning sheet
Different perspectives
on a text

ECR Planning sheet
Different perspectives
on a text

Literacy station
activity/notes
Use to debrief after
Explore activity to note
takeaways

Literacy station
activity/notes
Use to debrief after
Explore activity to note
takeaways

E L A

S C I E N C E

M A T H



3 Takeaways3 Takeaways

Oral Rehearsal allows
for students to be

more confident
before YOU DO

portion.

Plan formative
assessment to

support success
criteria of Learning

Target

Discourse should be
purposeful in order
for it to not just be

“talk”



Want Attendance Credit?Want Attendance Credit?Want Attendance Credit?
To receive attendance credit for all sessions, you must fill out the feedback

form after each session. You can get to the feedback form by using the tinyurl

below or scanning the QR code. Please do so within 30 minutes of the session

ending. You will receive a copy of your response, so you can make sure you did

your survey and to check attendance. Save this for your records!

https://tinyurl.com/ENGAGE26FB
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