


To Receive Credit for 

this session, make 

sure you complete 

the survey at the 

end.



Please call me Tosh.
Please ask questions.
All resources & more 
are linked in agenda.

FYI

 
https://tinyurl.com/NWengageTosh





TEKS = 
standards we teach in 

Texas
STAAR = 

state assessment that 
measures student 
mastery of those 

standards



“interconnected”



Look over this graphic 
and discuss how the 

Comprehension 
strand relates to the 

Response strand.



Think about the STAAR 
constructed response 

items, short & extended.
Both require 

comprehension of a text 
& response of thinking 

about the text.



As we interact with texts with our students, 
we can think of the Comprehension & 

Response TEKS as our text-interaction 
toolkit. Because the TEKS are vertically 

aligned, the common academic vocabulary 
of text-interaction can benefit all students 

as they progress as readers & writers.
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Thinking is the Goal of the 
Comprehension & Response TEKS
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K-1 TEKS

● same verbs K-E4
● research-based



Comprehension: 
The Weight



ECR
19.23%

How Much Does 
Everything Count?

Reading
24?s
50%

 

Editing
8?s
15%

Revising
8?s
15%

3rd-5th

70%



ECR
17.86%

Reading
27?s
52%

 

Editing
8?s
14%

Revising
9?s
16%

6th

2025

70%
How Much Does 

Everything Count?



ECR
15.6%

Reading
30?s
52%

 

Editing
9?s
16%

Revising
12?s
19%

E2 

2025

68
%

How Much Does 
Everything Count?



Responding to a Text:
Interconnected Reading & Writing

Comprehension First.
Response Second.



If we think about 
comprehension & 

response as 
reciprocal skills, 
what happens 

when we 
pair them 
together?



What makes a                  ?
● one Comprehension TEKS paired 

with one Response TEKS
● Response TEKS serves as formative 

assessment for Comprehension 
TEKS

● pairs are made up of Readiness & 
Supporting standards that are 
being assessed on redesigned 
STAAR







3rd: 7
4th: 10
5th: 11 
6th: 11

Power Pair Questions on spring 2026 STAAR/ EOC

7th: 11
8th: 9
E1: 9

E2: 11



“Additionally, students 
should engage in academic 

conversations, write, read, &
be read to on a daily basis 

with opportunities for 
cross-curricular content and 

student choice.” 
from Introduction to 2017 RLA TEKS



Read-Evaluate-
Summarize

include what is most important 
in a concise paraphrase & summary

evaluate details to 
determine key ideas

paraphrase
or summarize texts

+



Spread out the provided details.
Discuss them with your group. 

Choose the three 
most important details.

First
,

yellow cards in a baggie

EVALUATE



How did your group decide? 
What was your process?

How does the set number 
impact the discussion?

EVALUATE



Each group member will choose one 
of the 3 important detail cards and 

write a paraphrase of the card.

Remember, paraphrasing is when 
you use “different words than the 

author”.

Next,



What are some reasons why 
students can struggle with 

paraphrasing?

How can paraphrasing in 
groups or as a class provide a 

scaffold for students?



Use your paraphrases to 
create a one or two sentence 

summary as a group.

Include all 3 paraphrased 
details in your short summary.

Now,



    Read your summary 
as a group and choose 
which one word is the 
most important in your 

summary. Have one 
person in your group 

share the word 
at this link.

Finally, Evaluate one 
more time!

https://www.mentimeter.com/app/presentation/alu72d8nq42sj2sbtxmc1tf8gcvdbfr1/present?question=cy2ui65f2csz


reading 
details

 = 
students 

read all of 
the details in 

a group

detail card 
discussion 

= 
evaluate all 
details to 

choose the 
most 

important

written 
paraphrase & 

summary
 = 

details 
included in 
shortened 

written form

evaluate details to 
determine key ideas

paraphrase & 
summarize texts

read & think listen & speak think & write



If you don’t want 
to mess with 

sticky notes and 
such, I have a 

graphic organizer 
for this activity.



How does this 
TEKS-based strategy 

prepare students 
for STAAR?



Paraphrase & Summary Tested

1. paraphrase
2. idea to include in summary
3. idea to add to provided incomplete 

summary
4. 2 ideas to add to incomplete summary
5. best summary from provided choices





Paraphrase Tested2025



Summary Tested2025



Summary Tested2025



Summary Tested2025



Summary Tested2025



Summary Tested2025



Let’s try 
another pair!



make inferences & use 
evidence to support 

understanding

use text evidence to support 
an appropriate response

+

Read-Infer-Write
make inferences using text 

evidence & use the evidence in a 
response

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZP_4tWrSLi8k1uA6RnvU54nbJtsxi-QXCeoL0cpP3jc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZP_4tWrSLi8k1uA6RnvU54nbJtsxi-QXCeoL0cpP3jc/edit?usp=sharing


Find 
your 

foldable
.



Look at the text on the top flap. 
What do those words “reveal” 

to you as a reader?
What do they make you think?
Jot your inference under the flap.

First
,



Look at the text on the second flap. 
What do those words “reveal” to 

you as a reader?
What do they make you think?
Jot your inference under the flap.

Second,



Look at the text on the third flap. 
What do those words “reveal” 

to you as a reader?
What do they make you think?

Jot your inference under the flap.

Third
,



Exchange foldables with a partner. 
Read the inferences that your 
partner wrote under the flaps. 

Discuss the similarities & 
differences of your inferences.

Now,



What happens for students 
when their partner has 

similar inferences?
What happens when they have 

different inferences?



Get your foldable back 
from your partner. 

Read the question on the last 
flap and write your response 

under that final flap.

Finally,



making 
inferences 

 = 
students 

infer from 
text evidence

foldable 
exchange

= 
partners 

discuss their 
inferences

last flap 
written 

response
 = 

text evidence 
used to 

support a 
response

make inferences & 
use evidence to 

support 
understanding

use text evidence 
to support an 

appropriate response

read & think listen & speak think & write



How does the foldable routine scaffold 
the text interaction for students?

How does the partner sharing scaffold 
the inferring task?

How does the guided inferring scaffold 
the short constructed response?



Does this 
HAVE to be 
a foldable?

Of course 

not! Make it 

easy on you & 

the kids. 



Short Constructed Response Rubric



Question & a Score 2 Answer: 4th

answer to question

text evidence

The reader can infer that visiting parks will have more 
people.I know this because in paragraph 2 it states,“more 
and more people are visiting parks each year.”



Question & a Score 2 Answer: 7th

answer to question

text evidence



Question & a Score 2 Answer: Eng2
answer to question

text evidence
TEA’s rationale





One last Power Pair Thing
(also a paired passage routine 
to use weekly with any text)



Read-Connect-Write
text-to-self, text-to-text, 

text-to-world

make connections to 
personal experiences & 

ideas in other texts

write responses that 
demonstrate understanding 

of texts, including comparing 
sources

+



Open the big bag with hoops, infographic, 
& cards. Compare the two texts with the 
“tabletop Venn diagram” as you sort the 

cards from the bag with your group.



On a sticky note, add 
another similarity or 

difference to your 
Venn Diagram.



What TEKS did you 
notice in the activity?

What thinking did you 
notice in the activity?



Venn 
diagram 

= 
compare & 

contrast two 
texts

partner 
discussion 

= 
discussion 

with a 
partner to 
sort the 

cards

added 
card(s) to the 

sort
 = 

similarity or 
difference 
between 

texts

make connections to 
personal experiences 
& ideas in other texts

write responses that 
demonstrate 

understanding

read & think listen & speak think & write









Today’s 
Resources











https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ACfQ3EEr77CLyuOxPIYLau14MEDLGfNA9Fpd7Bm-HRo/edit?usp=sharing




student-
facing 
slides





NISD Q1 Mentor Texts



Today we started a conversation. 
If you ever have a question or need 

anything, tomorrow or 6 months from 
now, please reach out! 

Think of me as your Texas RLA 
“phone-a-friend”. 

My contact info is on your agenda.
Email anytime!



Want Attendance Credit?

https://tinyurl.com/ENGAGE26FB

To receive attendance credit for all sessions, you must fill out the feedback form after 

each session. You can get to the feedback form by using the tinyurl below or scanning 

the QR code. Please do so within 30 minutes of the session ending. You will receive a 

copy of your response, so you can make sure you did your survey and to check 

attendance. Save this for your records!



Thank you for 
joining me today!

Please use the QR code on 
your agenda to share 
feedback and/or to ask 

a question.


