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To Receive Credit for this session, make

sure you complete the survey at the end!



PROFESSIONALLEARNINGNORMS HELP USSECURE A WIN!



LEARNING TARGET

Today I will explore the six fiction Notice and Note
signposts and their purpose in building independent
readers,

so I can guide readers through complex fiction and
build their capacity to read texts closely.

I know I’ll have it when I can apply the signposts to
a mentor text and use a student’s thinking about
signposts to grow them as a reader.



AGENDA

Meet the
Signposts

Signposts
in Action

Signposts
as a

Window



NAVIGATING CHALLENGES IS LIKE...



NAVIGATING CHALLENGES IS LIKE...

What wouldhelp you asyou navigate
these

challenges?



The text awakens associations
in the reader’s mind, and out

of the mix, meaning is created.
It resides neither in the text

nor in the reader’s mind, but in
the meeting of the two.

-Kylene Beers & Robert E. Probst
“Notice & Note: 

Strategies for Close Reading”



MEET THE SIGNPOSTS

Contrasts +
Contradictions Aha Moment Tough

Questions

Words of the
Wiser

Again and
Again

Memory
Moment



CONTRASTS + CONTRADICTIONS

When a character does or
says something that’s

opposite (contradicts) what
he has been doing or

saying all along.

Anchor Question:
Why is the character doing that?



AHA MOMENT

When a character realizes,
understands, or finally
figures something out.

Anchor Question:
How might this change things?



TOUGH QUESTIONS

When a character asks
himself a really difficult

question.

Anchor Question:
What does this question make me wonder
about?



WORDS OF THE WISER

When a character (who’s
probably older and lots
wiser) takes the main

character aside and gives
serious advice.

Anchor Question:
What’s the life lesson, and how might it
affect the character?



AGAIN AND AGAIN

You notice a word, phrase,
object, or situation

mentioned over and over.

Anchor Question:
Why does this keep showing up again and
again?



MEMORY MOMENT

When the author interrupts
the action to tell you a

memory.

Anchor Question:
Why might this memory be important?



GENERALIZABLE LANGUAGE

...think aloud not only talks
about what is in the text, but
it gives students the lesson-
the generalizable language-
they can carry with them to

the next book they read.

-Kylene Beers & Robert E. Probst
“Notice & Note: 

Strategies for Close Reading”



SIGNPOSTS + STANDARDS



MEET THE SIGNPOSTS

Contrasts +
Contradictions Aha Moment Tough

Questions

Words of the
Wiser

Again and
Again

Memory
Moment

Whichsignpostmight kidsstruggle withthe most?



SIGNPOSTS IN ACTION

Contrasts +
Contradictions

Gradual
Release



SIGNPOSTS IN ACTION



SIGNPOSTS IN ACTION

Which
signposts
did you

find?

What notes
did you
make?



SIGNPOSTS IN ACTION

How did
noticingsignpostsbring youcloser to thetext?



SIGNPOSTS AS WINDOWS



SIGNPOSTS AS WINDOWS



SIGNPOSTS AS WINDOWS



SIGNPOSTS AS WINDOWS



SIGNPOSTS AS WINDOWS

What nextsteps wouldyou lift up whenconferring withthis reader?



WHAT’S NEXT?

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oHgzYqSAUZcrdNOxaYGawc2nzjorG8puzw2p8315b1Y/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1qrbYBnPbY6cIeiHnHC-FAhQ0xk2LNmBT05d0hewBNsk/edit?usp=sharing


WHAT’S NEXT?

What feels
powerful that
you will take

into your
classroom?

Are there any
mentor texts
that you have
in mind to give

it a try with?



Want Attendance Credit?Want Attendance Credit?Want Attendance Credit?

https://tinyurl.com/ENGAGE26FB

To receive attendance credit for all sessions, you must fill out the feedback

form after each session. You can get to the feedback form by using the tinyurl

below or scanning the QR code. Please do so within 30 minutes of the session

ending. You will receive a copy of your response, so you can make sure you did

your survey and to check attendance. Save this for your records!



Thank you!

2-5 ELA Instructional C
oachMelissa Garcia

mgarcia02@nisdtx.org
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