


To Receive Credit for 

this session, make 

sure you complete 

the survey 

at the end.





Please call me Tosh.
Please ask questions.
All resources & more 
are linked in agenda.

FYI

 https://tinyurl.com/NWengageTosh



TEKS = standards we 
teach in Texas
STAAR = state 

assessment that measures 
student mastery of those 

standards



Revising TEKS



Bi organization
Bii development

C revise for 
specific skills

The 3 TEKS that are tested at every grade level in the 
Revising passages are all Readiness Standards.



Organization Vertical

develop drafts into a focused, structured, and 
coherent piece of writing by:  

organizing with purposeful structure, including an:
3.11Bi introduction and a conclusion
4.11Bi-5.11Bi introduction, transitions, & a conclusion
6.10-8.10Bi introduction, transitions, coherence within 
and across paragraphs, and a conclusion
1-2.9Bi organizing structure appropriate to purpose, 
              audience, topic, and context



Organization concepts 
assessed with 

Drafting Bi TEKS: 





Bi
❏ introductions
❏ transitions
❏ topic sentence
❏ coherence
❏ conclusion

C
❏ word choice/diction
❏ clarity
❏ sentence structure
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How is this weighted on 
STAAR?



ECR
19.23%

Reading
24?s
50%

 

Editing
8?s
15%

Revising
8?s
15%

3rd-5th How Much Does 
Everything Count?



ECR
17.86%

Reading
27?s
52%

 

Editing
8?s
14%

Revising
9?s
16%

6th

2025

How Much Does 
Everything Count?



ECR
15.6%

Reading
30?s
52%

 

Editing
9?s
16%

Revising
12?s
19%

E2 

2025

How Much Does 
Everything Count?



Revising Skills: How 
They are Tested in 
Revising Passages



Only 3 TEKS are labeled in the STAAR revising passage keys, 
but 6 skills are tested. Match the questions with the skill.



Only 3 TEKS are labeled in the STAAR revising passage keys, 
but 6 skills are tested. Match the questions with the skill.



a key is attached to the 
back of your revising 

mat :)



3 TEKS = 
lots of 
skills

Always 
look at the 
skill & the 

state 
average.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZDvGvLYK6Ag1DAN682llDtv8cwW2kfRje55WCPZdY64/edit?usp=sharing


Revising Skills: 
How They are Tested 

on the ECR



The TEKS Scored by the 
Extended Constructed Response Rubric 

Readiness Standards
Supporting 
Standards
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Teaching 
Revision Skills



Let’s Write: Collaborative 
Drafting



First,
● Take a mandarin orange. 
● Peel it & eat it.

Second,
● As a group, write a “how-to” paragraph 

for how to peel & eat a mandarin 
orange. Title it.

● Write your rough draft paragraph in 
marker on the large white paper.



What are benefits of 
collaborative drafting 
with student writers?



Let’s Talk About 
Revision





Let’s start with word choice!



Get up and go read the 
paragraphs of 

3 other table groups. 
Be looking at their 

word choice. 
Then, go back to 

your table.



Discuss revision 
possibilities with 

your group and try 
to make at least 
one word choice 

revision. 



Go back to your collaborative 
paragraph and do some specific 

revisions with your group.



What did 
you change 

& why? 



word banks,
partner & group 
brainstorming,

gallery walks of 
drafts, reading 
“collections” 



ECR Note

Because word choice is 
scored by the ECR 

rubric, it is described in 
the TEA scoring guides.



Organization



Multiple 
Genres
(reading)

Diii

what 

Author’s 
Purpose & 

Craft
B

why

Composition
(writing)

Bi
how

We have organization TEKS in 3 different strands of 
our TEKS, & all of them are Readiness or 

Supporting standards for the redesigned STAAR.
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If students are going to be asked to 
revise for these specific organization 

understandings, how can we also have 
them analyze them in their reading?

Every text is a mentor text.



1. Circle every place you use the word 
“orange” or “mandarin”.

2. Underline every place where you use 
transitions.

3. Draw a squiggly line under every place 
you use a pronoun for the orange.

4. Put a BOX around every place where you 
use a different word for the orange (like 
“snack” or “fruit” or “clementine”).



How many ways did your 
group create coherence?



Start off with less “ways” when 
you are introducing this.



When is 
coherence 

taught in the 
2017 Texas 

RLA standards?



The Vertical Coherence of Coherence in Our TEKS







coherent means…
3rd-5th: the writing makes sense

6th-8th: the writing is logical

coherence: having a clear and tightly connected relationship 
among all the parts in an effective speech or piece of writing 

achieved by ordering ideas, sentences, and paragraphs logically.                                                            
TEA’s definition



How can we help 
students identify 
coherence in the 
texts they read?



Take the sentence strips out of 
the baggie and organize them 

into a coherent paragraph.

There will be 3 sentences 
that do not belong.



What were the ways that the 
author created coherence?



My mom makes the best salsa. 

Why is the first sentence?
What do we call this type 

of sentence in a paragraph?

topic sentence



What pronoun in the second sentence 
connects to the first sentence?

She uses all fresh ingredients, and 
she hand chops everything.

My mom makes the best salsa. 



What transition is used in the 3rd 
sentence to connect to the 2nd sentence?

First, she dices 4 or 5 medium fresh 
tomatoes. 

She uses all fresh ingredients, and 
she hand chops everything.



What repeated word is used in the 4th 
sentence and what transition?

Next, she dices one red onion. 

First, she dices 4 or 5 medium fresh 
tomatoes. 



What transition phrase is used 
in the 5th sentence?

Next, she dices one red onion. 

After the onion goes in, she removes the husks 
from 5 or 6 tomatillos, rinses them, and cuts them 
up into small pieces. 



What repeated words are used 
in the 6th sentence?

She chops one bunch of cilantro and adds that to 
the tomato, onion, and tomatillo mixture. 

After the onion goes in, she removes the husks 
from 5 or 6 tomatillos, rinses them, and cuts them 
up into small pieces. 



What transition is used in the 
last sentence?

She chops one bunch of cilantro and adds that to 
the tomato, onion, and tomatillo mixture. 

The final touch to her perfect salsa is lime juice 
that she squeezes in from 2 or 3 fresh limes. 



Coherence Cut-Apart
This activity is a great introduction for complex texts. Before 
reading a text, select a meaty paragraph and cut it apart for 
students. Have students work in pairs or groups to assemble 
the paragraph. 
To do this, they will:
● Read each sentence multiple times.
● Look for, recognize, and use transitions to establish the 

order or relationships.
● Read carefully to see how the information fits together 

logically.
● Discuss the author’s purpose after comparing.



sentence to sentence 
coherence = 

internal coherence

paragraph to 
paragraph coherence = 

external coherence



4th & 5th “transitions 
between paragraphs” 

= 
6th-8th “coherence 

between paragraphs”









sentence
paragraph

Highlighting for Coherence: 
A Strategy for Reading & Writing



Highlighting for Coherence: 
A Strategy for Reading & Writing

After students get comfortable 
identifying how author’s create 

coherence, have them highlight their 
own coherence as part of the revising 
process. It also can be helpful on the 

Revising passages of STAAR.

sentence
paragraph



Having students identify the ways that 
authors create coherence, they can then start 

identifying it in their own writing. 

When it is missing, then they can revise for it.
 

Any text you are reading (HQIM, read-alouds, 
independent reading) can help students 

connect the dots on coherence!



Today’s 
Resources







Academic vocabulary of revision















Today we started a conversation. 
If you ever have a question or need 

anything, tomorrow or 6 months from 
now, please reach out! 

Think of me as your Texas RLA 
“phone-a-friend”. 

My contact info is on your agenda.
Email anytime!



Want Attendance Credit?

https://tinyurl.com/ENGAGE26FB

To receive attendance credit for all sessions, you must fill out the feedback form after 

each session. You can get to the feedback form by using the tinyurl below or scanning 

the QR code. Please do so within 30 minutes of the session ending. You will receive a 

copy of your response, so you can make sure you did your survey and to check 

attendance. Save this for your records!



Thank you for 
joining me today!

Please use the QR code on 
your agenda to share 
feedback and/or to ask 

a question.


