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Learning Target

Today | will understand the purpose
and process of Philosophical Chairs

So | can create opportunities for
my students to deepen their
understanding of new concepts.

I'll know | have it when | have
planned for at least three
opportunities to integrate this
strategy using my content’s
curriculum.




The Why: Comprehension Through Experience

“The twin goals of instruction are comprehension and retention. We
want kids to get it and keep it.”

We do not create understanding directly. We create it indirectly.

Understanding is a byproduct of experience.
create that experience. Without doing sometr

quickly, it will simply dissipate—another exam
the other.”

Our job as teachers is to
Ing with conceptual input
ple of ‘in one ear and out

In the humanities, the challenge is how to get kids to do a concept.
Talking ~ Writing ~ Performing
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The What: Overview

“Through exploration, dialogue and constant questioning, students develop
their critical thinking skills and their ability to acknowledge and consider
viewpoints different from their own.”

1: Develop a controversial "ivic  st2’ xment based on the objectives

for the unit/text.
Sentence stems and

graphic organizers

2: Provide students ti~ S el ‘ocess the statement and
organize their thougi.  resources! The goal _e, multiple sources, and
individual experience i’  istoencourage  decjsion or take a side.

informed debate.

3: Students move tothes . N designated for that position
and stand to face the opposing . .de.

4: Students debate the statement and may change sides after hearing
compelling arguments.



The So What: High-Leverage Learning

1 @ topIc

a small
group.

group or

whole class

setting.

Students

were called on

randomly instead
of voluntarily

Students
laughed

out loud at throughout

something the class.
appropriate
in class.

Student Engagement Wheel
can be accessed here



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jl92txXdtMhvnnU8w5n1JH5vKnS5z6k2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jl92txXdtMhvnnU8w5n1JH5vKnS5z6k2/view?usp=sharing

Philosophical Chairs In Action

Fhllnsuphicul Chalrs
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The How: Rules of Engag

e Maintain your understanding of the statements at hand throughout the activity.
e Actively listen to the person who is speaking.

e Only one person speaks at a time, and you must be holding the “talking stick” to
speak.

e Seek to understand the opposing speaker’s point of view even if you do not
agree with them. You must recap the speaker’s statement before you respond.

e Before speaking again, three other people must contribute before you.

e Contribute your own thoughts, offering your reasons as succinctly as possible.
OHEE YORT O HENTS, &Y yasp Support the

e Respond to statements and ideas only, not to the person giving them. discussion by
maintaining order
and contributing

constructive
e Move to the opposite side as your thinking grows and changes as a result of comments.
convincing arguments from the opposing side.

e Change your mind about the central statement as new information or
reasoning is presented.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MpZ7jg29omuUKl_eAx1aLDqEGowdM4JT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MpZ7jg29omuUKl_eAx1aLDqEGowdM4JT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MpZ7jg29omuUKl_eAx1aLDqEGowdM4JT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MpZ7jg29omuUKl_eAx1aLDqEGowdM4JT/view?usp=sharing

The Who: All Kids, All Classes
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Money or Power: What Was the Main Reason for the Boston Tea Party?
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RRssCsvyfCZFAWGDeayLlPC55l-S1C2C/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jd9HlD4MMmbjgwH3ypftffEGBGZWpPoLx6y0NcJxPhA/edit?usp=sharing

The Who: All Kids, All Classes

AR coMmmonNLIT
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By Charlotte Harrison

2014

Sometimes peaple change fo fit in with o growg. In this text, the outhor describes this process
avrid explomns bew it affects sooety. As pow reod, toke notes on the diferent trpes of conformily
avmd Wi motivales people (o confanm,

[11 Conformity, or acting the way most ather |_
people in one's social group act, often grows R - - :
ourt of a person's desire for security and % "
beelanging in a group — wsually a group of
similar age, culture, religion, or educational E ok '
backgrownd, Being dillerenl froam the growp
carrias the risk of social rejection, 3 deep fiear
‘ of many people. The drive oo conform is often !
particularly powerful for adolescents, for The benefits of conformity outweigh its dangers in society.
whioen acoeplance by peers can be @ primany
goal, bur it allects people ol all xges, .
However, some studies supgest that “Lntitled” by b Agree Disagree
f_nnfnrml.-_!,' decreases with ape |
Althowgh the word aften has a niegative connotation, conformily
Feople's tandency to conform halps saciety functionn smaoathly in
when drivers follow the rules of the road, it enables safe transpg
team conform o the norms of interpersonal interactson, they en

L
and collaboration.

Peychologi=t *Herbert Kelman idensified and labeled thres majo)
C 0 N F 0 R M I TY compliance, eccurs when a person conforms publicly but private

1 beliefs. People comply because of a need for approval from othe
second, ientification, i= conforming to a particwlar person wheaon
o family member, Identification i wsually mativated by the robe

*attractiveness or success, The third type of conformity, internal
actually absorbed a group's belief system and saes it as truly the

1. Collaboration jnownl the act of working together
2. Psychologist fnmown) a scientist whio studies the the ming and
3. Percelved fodiective) believed, understood



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ajB_DzdH260s7_IEib-J5HimvS9Hoz_o/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EJfisE-ika4szw2qWNeh6vI387505S_C9voIzyfrJxM/edit?usp=sharing

The When: Make a Plan

What is your next writing opportunity for a controversial or argumentative topic
to be explored? (DBQ, Anticipation Guide, SCR, ECR)

Is the current question or topic worded in such a way to create “sides” or
disagreement? Reword if you need to.

Which documents will you use? Are there any other sources that should be
considered?

Give yourself plenty of time for the full experience. Plan to take multiple grades
over this high-leverage activity.



' Thank You!

We would love to plan with you!

| auren Smith: 214-597-7835
ebekah Hall: 601-953-0113
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WANT ATTENDANCE CREDIT'?

To receive attendance credit for all sessions, you must fill out the feedback
orm after each session. You can get to the feedback form by using the tinyurl
~ below or scanning the QR code. Please do so within 30 minutes of the sessions
ending. You will receive a copy of your response, so you can make sure you did-.
our survey and to check attendance. Save this for your records!

- https l/tmyurl.com/ENGAGEZBFB
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