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Today I will understand the purpose
and process of Philosophical Chairs

Learning TargetLearning Target

So I can create opportunities for
my students to deepen their
understanding of new concepts.

I’ll know I have it when I have
planned for at least three
opportunities to integrate this
strategy using my content’s
curriculum.



In the humanities, the challenge is how to get kids to do a concept.
Talking  ~  Writing  ~  Performing

We do not create understanding directly. We create it indirectly.
Understanding is a byproduct of experience. Our job as teachers is to

create that experience. Without doing something with conceptual input
quickly, it will simply dissipate—another example of ‘in one ear and out

the other.’”

“The twin goals of instruction are comprehension and retention. We
want kids to get it and keep it.”





1: Develop a controversial, divisive statement based on the objectives
for the unit/text.

2: Provide students time and structure to process the statement and
organize their thoughts with specific evidence, multiple sources, and
individual experience in order to come to a decision or take a side.

3: Students move to the side of the room designated for that position
and stand to face the opposing side.

Sentence stems and
graphic organizers

are excellent
resources! The goal

is to encourage
informed debate.

4: Students debate the statement and may change sides after hearing
compelling arguments.

“Through exploration, dialogue and constant questioning, students develop
their critical thinking skills and their ability to acknowledge and consider

viewpoints different from their own.”

The What: OverviewThe What: Overview



The So What: High-Leverage LearningThe So What: High-Leverage Learning

Student Engagement Wheel
can be accessed here

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jl92txXdtMhvnnU8w5n1JH5vKnS5z6k2/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Jl92txXdtMhvnnU8w5n1JH5vKnS5z6k2/view?usp=sharing




Support the
discussion by

maintaining order
and contributing

constructive
comments.

The How: Rules of Engagement The How: Rules of Engagement 
Maintain your understanding of the statements at hand throughout the activity.

Actively listen to the person who is speaking.

Only one person speaks at a time, and you must be holding the “talking stick” to
speak.

Seek to understand the opposing speaker’s point of view even if you do not
agree with them. You must recap the speaker’s statement before you respond.

Contribute your own thoughts, offering your reasons as succinctly as possible.

Respond to statements and ideas only, not to the person giving them.

Change your mind about the central statement as new information or
reasoning is presented.

Move to the opposite side as your thinking grows and changes as a result of
convincing arguments from the opposing side.

Before speaking again, three other people must contribute before you.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MpZ7jg29omuUKl_eAx1aLDqEGowdM4JT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MpZ7jg29omuUKl_eAx1aLDqEGowdM4JT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MpZ7jg29omuUKl_eAx1aLDqEGowdM4JT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MpZ7jg29omuUKl_eAx1aLDqEGowdM4JT/view?usp=sharing


The Who: All Kids, All ClassesThe Who: All Kids, All Classes

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1RRssCsvyfCZFAWGDeayLlPC55l-S1C2C/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1jd9HlD4MMmbjgwH3ypftffEGBGZWpPoLx6y0NcJxPhA/edit?usp=sharing


The Who: All Kids, All ClassesThe Who: All Kids, All Classes

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ajB_DzdH260s7_IEib-J5HimvS9Hoz_o/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1EJfisE-ika4szw2qWNeh6vI387505S_C9voIzyfrJxM/edit?usp=sharing
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What is your next writing opportunity for a controversial or argumentative topic
to be explored? (DBQ, Anticipation Guide, SCR, ECR)

Which documents will you use?  Are there any other sources that should be
considered?

Is the current question or topic worded in such a way to create “sides” or
disagreement?  Reword if you need to.

The When: Make a PlanThe When: Make a Plan

Give yourself plenty of time for the full experience.  Plan to take multiple grades
over this high-leverage activity.



Thank You!Thank You!

We would love to plan with you!
Lauren Smith: 214-597-7835
Rebekah Hall: 601-953-0113

We would love to plan with you!
Lauren Smith: 214-597-7835
Rebekah Hall: 601-953-0113
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