IN THE GENERAL SESSIONS COURT FOR DAVIDSON COUNTY, TENNESSEE 

[LANDLORD NAME]				)
							)
		Plaintiff,				)
							)
v.							)	No. [CASE NUMBER]
							)
[CLIENT NAME]					)
							)
		Defendant.				)



AFFIDAVIT OF [ATTORNEY NAME] IN SUPPORT OF AWARD OF 
ATTORNEY’S FEES


	I, [ATTORNEY NAME], hereby state that I am over eighteen (18) years of age and that the facts contained in this affidavit are true and correct to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief. 
1. I am the counsel of record for Defendant in the above-styled action. 
2. I am an attorney at the Legal Aid Society of Middle Tennessee and the Cumberlands.
3. I offer this affidavit pursuant to the Court’s Order awarding Defendant attorney’s fees and requesting briefing on the issue of the proper amount.  
4. This affidavit addresses the relevant factors regarding reasonableness of fees as set forth in Tenn. Sup. Ct. Rule 8, Rule of Professional Conduct 1.5(a).[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  It is not relevant that I am employed by a nonprofit legal aid program. In Blum v. Stenson, the Supreme Court directed that attorney’s fees should be assessed “according to the prevailing market rates in the relevant community, regardless of whether plaintiff is represented by private or non-profit counsel.” 465 U.S. 886, 895 (1984).  ] 

5. For the reasons explained below, I request that the court award a reasonable attorney’s fee of [AMOUNT].	Comment by Elizabeth Leiserson: In general, get this by multiplying hours on the case (minus 10%, if you feel like it's kind of excessive) by your hourly rate. Other methods are possible, but this is usually easiest.
6. Time and Labor Required. As referenced in the table attached as Exhibit 1, I spent [NUMBER] hours working on this case. [If appropriate] As an exercise of billing discretion and to avoid duplicative billing, I have elected not to bill for the hours spent by other attorneys and support staff in the firm. 
7. Novelty and Difficulty of Legal Questions and Requisite Skills. [Describe any special factors here. Examples might include: This case involved specialized legal questions regarding the federal regulatory duties incumbent on subsidized housing providers. This case was decided after a full trial on the merits, including examination of witnesses and multiple exhibits. Defendant in this cased faced multiple interlocking legal issues related to benefits, housing, and employment, requiring the intercession of multiple groups and practice areas.]
8. Customary Fee for Similar Services. This factor is addressed in the Affidavit of [private lawyer], attached as Exhibit 2. In light of this affidavit, I have elected to bill for my services at a rate of $[AMOUNT] per hour. 
9. The Amount Involved. The amount at issue in the case is approximately $[AMOUNT]. In addition, the case involved Defendant’s ability to remain housed, which is seriously consequential regardless of amount involved. The amount of fees sought are proportionate in light of this amount at issue.
10. Time Limitations. [If applicable, anything about why we had to rush, e.g.: My office received this case three days before trial. We had to prepare a merits defense in less than 24 hours. This compressed timeline justifies an increase in the fee award]
11. Nature and Length of Professional Relationship. [If applicable, anything about the other services we’re providing, e.g.: In addition to assisting Defendant in this housing case, my office assisted her with applying for benefits, obtaining rental relief funds, and looking for new housing in the event it had been required.]
12. Lawyer’s Experience, Reputation, and Ability. I began practicing law in [YEAR]. I am a member of [BAR ASSOCIATIONS]. I specialize in [areas of law]. [Add other resume details as appropriate.]

Pursuant to Rule 72 of the Tennessee Rules of Civil Procedure, I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated: [DATE]					______________________________
						[ATTORNEY] 


