
Elder Interview Question Bank:  Life experience, identity, perspective on what it means to be American 

 
General Question Author’s Name 

 Can you tell me about your life growing up and the experiences that 
shaped who you are today? 

Mrs. Winter 

 How is being American different from your homeland?  
 Tell me a little about yourself.  
 When you think of “America”, what are the first three things that come 

to mind? 
 

 How would you describe your American identity, and what do you think 
has shaped it? 

 

 Where are you from?  
 Do you feel like Americans always own up to American standards? 

How is this different in other countries, if you’ve ever been to one? 
 

 How did you feel when you came to America? Did you feel that you’ve 
already become American or would you consider yourself still from 
your homeland? 

 

 What do you believe being American means?  
 What are some of your hobbies and how do you think they have 

changed your American identity? 
 

 w1gft  
 Growing up in America, did you face any challenges? If you did, did 

you solve them?  
 

 Was it hard learning English since it wasn’t your first language?  
 What does it mean to “belong” in your perspective?   
 What do you remember about your childhood?  
 If you had to describe the American people in a single sentence, what 

would you say and why? 
 

 Has your childhood or experiences shaped you in any way other than 
physical growth? 

 

 What do you think it means to be American?  
 Why did you choose to move to the United States?  
 Do you think that America meets the expectations that some people 

that have never been here have about America and American culture 
are accurate in any way? 

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
Specific Where have you traveled in the US/world?  Can you share specific 

instances of how your travels made you reflective about what it 
means to be American? 

Mrs. Winter 

 How many times have you ever felt out of place and why?  
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 Tell me about an experience or event where you felt most proud to be 
American.  

 

 What values are there in America, and how are these different from 
your birthplace? How do these differing values affect the culture? 

 

 Tell me about an experience or event where you felt most proud to be 
American. 

 

 What do you value most in life and why?  
 How does being an American actually show up in your daily life?  
 How do you think that your cultural view or beliefs have changed how 

you view being “American?” 
 

 Have you ever left America? What were the differences between there 
and here? 

 

 If you grew up speaking a different language, how was the transition?  
 Is your childhood harder or easier than what the kids in your home 

land have now?  
 

 Is there a piece of advice that you would give someone younger than 
you about finding who you are? 

 

 Do you feel like the media portrays being American accurately? Why 
or why not? Give specific examples from movies, shows, books, social 
media, etc. 

 

 What do you think is part of American culture? Do you include 
American culture as part of your identity and culture? 

 

 What parts of American culture are your favorite? Your least favorite? 
How do these compare to other cultures around the world? 

 

 What ideas or stereotypes were connected with the United States in 
your birthplace? Did you find these to be true when you moved? 

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
Reflective How does your family’s history, where your ancestors came from, 

shape the way you think about your life and your identity? 
Mrs. Winter 

 What are some traditions or values you remember having in your 
childhood that impacted your identity? 
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 How has your sense of belonging changed with the places you’ve 
lived? 

 

 Was English easier or harder to learn than your first language?  
 How was your childhood different from mine? Do you think that some 

of how you were raised was dependent on who your ancestors were, 
or things like ethnicity or race? Do you think that, as popular views 
change, the way children are raised or what we are taught to believe 
change, and if so, how? 

 

 Tell me about a time where you crossed a border. What was it like? 
Were you scared? 

 

 How was the culture you grew up in different than when I grew up?  
 Describe to me the “American Dream” in your own words. Do you still 

believe in it the way you did as a kid? How would you view the 
American Dream if you were born outside America? 

 

 Do you consider yourself American? If so, what actions do you do that 
you think considers you being American?  

 

 How was living in your homeland better/worse than living in America? 
Is there anything specific that made a huge impact on you? 

 

 Can you compare and contrast the traditions and values from your 
homeland to America? 

 

 What knowledge have you gained from your elders or other Americans 
that have helped you to feel more like you belong? How have these 
shaped your identity and view of being American? 

 

 If you were telling a non-American about the biggest misconception 
people have about the U.S., what would it be and why? 

 

 What hobbies kept you entertained through hard times in the past?  
 If you were to welcome a newcomer from another country into 

America, what advice or tips would you give them? What experiences 
would you share with them to better their understanding of what it 
means to be an American? 

 

 How do you think your American identity and childhood would have 
been affected if you were born non-American? 

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 


