Notes from SIDS meeting at ICANN82
Wednesday 12 March 2025

Welcome
Shernon Osepa (CTU)  – Co-Chair
· Thanks to ICANN regional Vice Presidents who were instrumental to shaping and giving direction to the SIDS initiative which is a direct community response to a community request
· Characteristics of SIDS:
· Vulnerable to natural disasters
· Small and closed economies
· Lack of capacity
· High import and export costs
· Limited resources
· Shernon Osepa highlighted the role of the Caribbean Telecommunications Union (CTU) in ICT policy development and its historical contributions to the global Internet Governance Forum (IGF).
· the need for tailored outreach, engagement, and technical support to address these challenges effectively
Andrew Mollivrae (Pacific .vu) – Co-Chair
· Participants highlighted the importance of building resilient DNS infrastructure and fostering broader participation from SIDS stakeholders.
Session background
Rodrigo de la Parra
· First Official session of SIDS at ICANN being on the full ICANN82 agenda and having full technical support for Remote Participation
· But not the first time we are together as we have had informal conversations at previous ICANN meetings
· Response to request from the CTU and Caribbean Community but now addressing the needs of the wider global SIDS and not just the Caribbean
· ICANN regional Vice Presidents Save Vocea  the Pacific, Pierre  African region, Samiran Gupta – Rodrigo de la Parra and Albert Daniels for the Caribbean
· What should be the focus of this group and what are the differences with other developing regions
· We can follow two tracks
· Engagement: Special outreach and engagement given the characteristics of SIDS and how can we make the most of our existing engagement for fostering broader and meaningful participation
· Technical and operational side: What  can ICANN and partners to help contribute to a more resilient Internet Infrastructure
Current ICANN Initiatives
· Save Vocea shared updates from Oceania, including partnerships with the Pacific Islands Telecom Association and the Pacific Network Operator Group to deliver DNSSEC training and host root server instances in 13 economies.
· Albert Daniels discussed the Caribbean region, highlighting the "ICANN Near You" initiative, which targets countries with low engagement and provides hands-on support to stakeholders.
· David Huberman detailed technical engagement efforts, including DNSSEC training, capacity-building programs in Cabo Verde, and the deployment of L-Root instances to improve DNS resiliency in underserved areas.
· 
Capacity Building and Training for SIDS
· Participants, including Maureen Hilyard, Claire Craig, and Nigel Cassimire, emphasized the need for customized training programs tailored to the specific needs of SIDS.
· Suggestions included using case studies from SIDS, leveraging existing partnerships, and aligning training with national development goals to demonstrate relevance and value.
· The importance of ongoing, structured training programs rather than one-off sessions was highlighted, with examples of successful initiatives like the DNSSEC training in Grenada.
· 
Increasing Participation from SIDS in ICANN
· Vincent Roberts and others identified lack of awareness, financial constraints, and limited expertise as barriers to participation in ICANN meetings.
· Suggestions included establishing focal points in each SIDS, improving communication about funding opportunities, and creating opportunities for cross-training and technical exchanges.
· Participants proposed leveraging regional organizations like CaribNOG and the Pacific Islands Chapter of the Internet Society to enhance engagement.
Collaboration and Partnerships
· Participants, including Teresa Wankin and Rocío de la Fuente, stressed the importance of collaboration among SIDS, ICANN, and regional organizations like CTU, CANTO, and LACTLD.
· Examples of successful collaborations included the LACTLD Anycast Cloud project, which provides free DNS secondary services to Caribbean ccTLDs, and joint training initiatives with CaribNOG.
· The need for cross-regional collaboration between the Pacific, Caribbean, and African SIDS was emphasized to share best practices and resources.
Proposed Action Items and Next Steps
· Albert Daniels committed to circulating information on  the SIDS mailing list and the centralized wiki page to facilitate ongoing communication and collaboration.
· Participants proposed a concrete project to deploy Anycast servers across SIDS regions to enhance DNS resiliency and stability.
· The group agreed on the importance of documenting and sharing success stories, conducting surveys to assess needs, and creating a framework for public awareness and capacity building.
· Shernon Osepa and Rodrigo de la Parra concluded the session by emphasizing the need for continued engagement and collaboration, with a focus on actionable outcomes.


Next steps
1. Add instructions on how to join the SIDS mailing list to the ICANN82 SIDS session schedule and upload it as a document: Albert Daniels
2. Add a document to the ICANN82 SIDS session schedule to collect suggestions for structuring the SIDS Wiki page: Albert Daniels
3. Upload the slide listing all SIDS countries (based on the United Nations definition) to the SIDS Wiki page: Albert Daniels
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