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[bookmark: _htsmvfjxvhhk]Meet Joshua
Disability Area: Autism
Age: 4 years 7 months
[bookmark: _iiw8uavep54d]Strengths:
Joshua shows strong visual learning skills and has an excellent memory for routines and songs. He can recite familiar phrases from books and videos and enjoys engaging with puzzles and cause-and-effect toys during choice time. He is highly motivated by visual timers and simple, concrete praise, and loves the characters from Bluey. Joshua is often heard repeating phrases from this show using the same accent as the characters. He typically uses 3–4-word phrases to request wants and needs. While Joshua tends to play independently, he does have a favorite friend in the class, Xavier, that he likes to follow around and watch play. He is the only peer that Joshua regularly attempts to engage with.
[bookmark: _ajhhor7z01er]Areas of Need:
Joshua experiences difficulty with sensory processing, especially with auditory sensitivity and body awareness. Loud or sudden noises (e.g., clapping, singing, or multiple children talking at once) can lead to distress or withdrawal. During group time, Joshua often avoids joining the circle, preferring to sit apart or engage with a nearby fidget or sensory toy. If required to join the group, he may cover his ears, lie on the floor, kick, yell, or attempt to leave the area.
 Difficulties are also noted with transitions throughout the day, however, having him individually review the daily schedule helps him move on to the next activity. Rest time is his least preferred activity as he often tantrums when asked to stay on his mat.
Joshua’s social skills are very limited. He struggles with joint attention, sharing preferred toys that he views as his own, and needs 1:1 support with turn-taking games.
In regard to early literacy skills, Joshua has preferred picture books that he will repeatedly flip through and recite memorized lines. His attention span for read alouds of new or unfamiliar texts is 3-5 minutes, however, if repeatedly read over several days, his attention grows to 7-10 minutes, usually by the third read. 
Joshua is inconsistent with concepts such as more, less, and directional vocabulary. He is not yet able to identify or continue simple patterns. While Joshua is a strong rote-counter, he needs continued assistance to count with 1:1 correspondence to 10. He frequently requires repetition and visual supports to best understand concepts, and at times has difficulty generalizing concepts from one set of materials to another. 
[bookmark: _ch9k9oi3mhho]The Rest of the Story…Joshua
Joshua, a 4 year 7-month-old child with autism, is served in an inclusive preschool setting where his teacher has been trying new strategies to better support his engagement and learning. 

One of the most effective adaptations has been providing Joshua with visual supports and a clearly defined personal workspace during small group time. With these tools, he successfully uses a visual placemat to match and build simple patterns, although he is not yet creating or extending patterns on his own. 

During partner work with Xavier, Joshua tends to either grab materials from his peer or quietly observe, rarely engaging in the task himself. 

A wiggle seat was introduced to help improve his attention, but it hasn’t shown noticeable benefits so far. 
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