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Unpacking a-e-p-s
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a  = assessment
e  = evaluation
p  = programming
s   = system



What is               ?
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AEPS-3 is a

• Curriculum-based and criterion-referenced assessment, used to . . .

• Develop individualized goals and outcomes for children, in order to . . .

• Design appropriate instruction for individual children and groups of children, 
and then . . .

• Measure whether the teaching/intervention is effective or not.



as a Linked System
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AEPS-3 is a comprehensive, reliable linked system that seamlessly ties together:

• Assessment
• Goal/Outcome Development
• Teaching/Intervention
• Progress Monitoring 

for infants and young children from birth to 6 years with and without disabilities.



FAMILY PARTICIPATION

PROFESSIONAL PARTICIPATION

Assessment Progress 
Monitoring

Goal/Outcome
Development

Teaching/
Intervention

Linked System Framework
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Basics
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• Focuses on children from birth to age 6 
• Covers eight developmental/content areas
• Divided into strands, goals, and objectives
• Is based on typical developmental sequences for 

developmental areas
• Includes goals that are primarily sequenced from 

easy to more difficult within strands
• Has established cutoffs but uses no age scores on 

items



Content Overview
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8 developmental/content areas, 407 Test items

§ Fine Motor
(31 items in 4 strands)

§ Gross Motor
(65 items in 3 strands)

§ Adaptive
(53 items in 4 strands)

§ Social-Emotional 
(61 items in 5 strands)

§ Social-Communication
(49 items in 4 strands)

§ Cognitive 
(50 items in 5 strands)

§ Literacy  
(57 items in 5 strands)

§ Math 
(41 items in 4 strands)



Process for Using
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• Talk to adults who are familiar with the child
• Observe young children during play and daily 

routines, 
or set up assessment activities

• Take notes on what you see them doing
• Compare your observations, information from 

interviews, and child products to stated AEPS-3 
criteria

• Make a scoring decision
• Summarize AEPS-3 results numerically, narratively, 

and/or visually
• Interpret findings and make desired decisions



Assessment Activities
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• Designed to assess single child 
in multiple areas, or multiple 
children within and across areas

• Embed all items of the AEPS-3 
Test

• Sets are 10 home-based or 10 
center-based activities

• Can create own activities that 
parallel existing planned 
activities or modify AEPS-3 
Assessment Activities



Assessment Activities
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HOME-BASED ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES
• Blanket Play (37 items)
• Book About Me (39 items)
• Conversations with Familiar Adults (43 

items)
• Counting Precious Objects (41 items)
• Daily Routines and Transitions (45 items)
• Eating & Mealtime (37 items)
• Mystery Box (35 items)
• Outdoor Play (48 items)
• Quiet Time (54 items)
• Rough and Tumble (28 items)

CENTER-BASED ASSESSMENT ACTIVITIES
• Blanket Play (36 items)
• Book About Me (53 items)
• Classroom Routines & Transitions (42 

items)
• Conversations with Familiar Adults (40 

items)
• Dramatic Play (29 items)
• Eating & Mealtime (45 items)
• Outdoor Play (42 items)
• Playdough & Manipulatives (27 items)
• Store (41 items)
• Story Time (52 items)



Assessment Activities
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Scoring Notes
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Making Data-Driven Decisions: Select
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•What skills and concepts are preventing 
the child’s access to, and participation in 
daily activities and routines?
•What skills are emerging and need 
practice/ repetition? 
•What skills can be addressed through 
development, play, maturation, and 
exposure/experience? 



•All AEPS-3 items have corresponding 
IFSP/IEP goals/outcomes
•Use these to help select 
teaching/intervention targets based 
on assessment results
•Sample IFSP/IEP goals and outcomes 
should be individualized to fit child 
and family and not used as written
•Add conditions for demonstration of 
skill
•Add performance criterion

Developing IFSP/IEP Goals and 
Outcomes

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, and Waddell. ©2022 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.



• The AEPS-3 assessment uses authentic assessment strategies.
• Children are assessed within the context of naturally occurring activities and 

routines.
• Data are collected by observing children and talking to families and others who 

know child well.
• Assessment allows for adaptations and modifications for children with disabilities 

or from culturally/linguistally different backgrounds
• Useful for ALL children who are developing at different levels; helps teachers 

identify goals for ALL children.
• Includes Assessment Activities for assessing groups of children at one time.
• Provides guidance for how to identify functional goals that may be embedded into 

ongoing classroom activities and routines  

How Assessment Supports Inclusion
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FAMILY PARTICIPATION

PROFESSIONAL PARTICIPATION

Assessment Progress 
Monitoring

Goal/Outcome
Development

Teaching/
Intervention

Linked System Framework
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• Multi-Tiered System of 
Support

• Blended Practices
• Activity-Based Intervention

AEPS-3 Guiding Themes

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
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This Photo by Unknown Author 
is licensed under CC BY

https://www.preschools.sa.gov.au/cambrai-preschool/our-centre/show-and-tell
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


AEPS-3 Curriculum Decision-making Process
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1. Select curriculum that matches the 
child’s/children’s developmental level

Beginning
Growing
Ready

2. Identify routines and activities

3. Identify level of support need

Specialized

Focused

Universal

Active & Outdoor Play
Arrival & Departure

Art
Bath Time

Blocks
Circle Time

Diapering, Toileting & Handwashing
Dramatic Play

Dressing
Field Trips

Math
Meals & Snacks

Music & Movement
Naps & Sleep

Science
Sensory

Technology
Writing



Curriculum Framework
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SPECIALIZED
SUPPORT

UNIVERSAL
SUPPORT

3

2

1

TIER

TIER

TIER

FOCUSED
SUPPORT

For few children who 
need individual help
Evidence-based strategies for
individualized goals/outcomes

For some children
who need extra help
Adaptations and modifications to daily
routines, activities, and environments to meet
targeted outcomes at home and in classrooms

For all young children in high-quality 
early childhood learning environments
Attention to learning outcomes within daily routines and 
activities of family life and classrooms, including positive 
caregiver–child relationships and peer interactions

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, & Waddell. © 2022 Brookes Publishing Co. All rights reserved.
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Volume 3 Beginning—
infant and very early skills 

Volume 4 Growing—
toddler and early skills 

Volume 5 Ready—
preschool and school 

preparation skills 

Curriculum Levels

Infant to 18 months 
developmentally

18 months to 3 years 
developmentally

3 to 6 years 
developmentally



Curriculum: 18 Routines and 
Activities

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
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• Active & Outdoor Play
• Arrival & Departure
• Art
• Bath Time
• Blocks
• Circle Time
• Diapering, Toileting & Handwashing
• Dramatic Play
• Dressing

● Field Trips
● Math
● Meals & Snacks
● Music & Movement
● Nap & Sleep
● Science*
● Sensory
● Technology*
● Writing

*Not included in Beginning level curriculum; in Growing and Ready 
levels only.



Skills Matrix

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
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Each Routine and Activity contains:
• Description of routine or activity with 

overview of areas to address
• AEPS-3 items that may be embedded in the 

routine or activity
• Specific embedded learning opportunities

Curriculum Content

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, and Waddell. ©2022 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.



Each Routine and Activity contains:
• Tiered instructional strategies

o Universal
o Focused
o Specialized

Curriculum Content

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, and Waddell. ©2022 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.



• Hands-on materials
• Activities based on children’s interests
• High-quality learning environment
• Support for promoting social interactions among 

children
• Nurturance for adult-child relationships
• Instructional support practices, including 

language modeling, open-ended questions, 
repetition and extension, self-talk and parallel 
talk, and introduction of new vocabulary

Universal Strategies Examples

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, and Waddell. ©2022 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.



• Additional opportunities for children to practice 
skills

• Adaptations and modifications (increasing time; 
shortening activities; providing visual schedules; 
providing special equipment)

• Formation of intentional small groups
o Same skill, all children
o Same general skill, different targets for each 

child
o Different skill for each child

• Peer modeling
• Scaffolding (hinting, explaining)

Focused Strategies Examples

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
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• Disability-specific strategies
• Use of clear instructional opportunities with:

o Antecedent
o Behavior
o Consequences

• Use of prompts to support child’s learning
• Consequence strategies
• Naturalistic language interventions
• Response prompting procedures

Specialized Strategies Examples

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, and Waddell. ©2022 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.



• The AEPS-3 curriculum strategies support differentiated 
instruction.

• Evidence based practices are identified as tier 1, tier 2, and 
tier 3 strategies. 

• The strategies can be embedded into activities and 
routines in which children spend time.

• There are three curriculum levels for children of all skill 
levels.

• Useful approach for providing support to children who are 
at risk for developmental delays.

• Includes planning forms to ensure that intentional 
instruction occurs at all tiers.

How AEPS-3 Curriculum 
Supports Inclusion

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, and Waddell. ©2022 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.



FAMILY PARTICIPATION

PROFESSIONAL PARTICIPATION

Assessment Progress 
Monitoring

Goal/Outcome
Development

Teaching/
Intervention

Linked System Framework
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Making Data-Driven Decisions: Monitor 
Progress

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
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STEP 4: Monitor progress on identified skills



Using Visual Data: Child Progress 
Record
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Child Progress Record
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Lack of Progress: Strategies
• Talk to the family and find out if/what things are changing at home.
• Change the target behavior?
• Select a foundation step?
• Task analyze the skill, break into smaller parts; backwards or forward chain
• Change the instruction; where, when, who, how?
• Change adaptations and modifications?
• Increase learning opportunities?
• Change where learning opportunities occur?

Monitoring Progress

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, and Waddell. ©2022 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.



• Information is provided data collection methods 
depending on level instruction provided to child.

• Children’s individual progress, as well as the progress of 
groups of children can be monitored by AEPS-3.

• The AEPSi can create visual reports for sharing children’s 
progress with families. 

• Other methods within the AEPS-3 can be used to track 
children’s progress. 

How AEPS-3 Ongoing Progress Monitoring
Supports Inclusion

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, and Waddell. ©2022 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.



FAMILY PARTICIPATION

PROFESSIONAL PARTICIPATION

Assessment Progress 
Monitoring

Goal/Outcome
Development

Teaching/
Intervention

Linked System Framework
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Family Components Overview
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• Family Report 
→ Gathers qualitative information about family 

routines and child skills
• Family Assessment of Child Skills (FACS)
→ Gathers qualitative and quantitative information 

about child skills
• Child Progress Record
→ Facilitates sharing AEPS-3 Test results with families

• Family Handouts (3) 
→ Help introduce test, developmental areas, and 

family forms (Family Report, FACS, Child Progress 
Record)



Family Handouts
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• Purpose: To help families become familiar with 
AEPS-3

• How to use: Share with families before beginning 
AEPS-3 but can be used flexibly as needed; 
available in English and Spanish

• Three handouts:
o Family Handout 1—What is AEPS-3?

Offers brief overview of AEPS-3 linked system 
o Family Handout 2—8 AEPS-3 Developmental 

Areas
Describes each area with component skills and 
examples

o Family Handout 3—Family Materials 
Explains importance of family participation and 
introduces Family Report, FACS, Child Progress 
Record



Family Report
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• Purpose: To help families share information about routines and needs
o Provides program with qualitative information about both child and family
o Critical to help guide development of IFSP/IEP and subsequent intervention

• How to use: Share with family before or during assessment period; 
intended to be used three times per year; available in English and Spanish

• Section 1: Child and Family Information
o Format—Open-ended questions
o Content—Information about child and family and how program might 

meet their needs
• Section 2: Activities

o Format—Checklists and open-ended questions
o Content—Information to  describe child’s participation in routines 

from family lens



Family Report Section 1
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Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, and Waddell. © 2022 Brookes Publishing Co. All rights reserved.



Family Report Section 2, 
Activities
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• Goal is to help families move from big picture 
down to details (specifics)

• Family’s choice to complete any or all of Family 
Report

• Helps family tell us about child, what goes well, 
and what can be difficult

• Intent is to link this information to child’s 
repertoire of skills and address difficult 
activities



Family Report Section 2, 
Activities

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
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Questions about routines and activities:
• Again, going from big picture down to details—process is important
• What is the activity/routine?
• Child’s likes and dislikes
• Child’s interactions with others
• Routine/activity is enjoyable because . . . 
• Routine/activity can be difficult because . . . 



Family Report Section 2
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Family Assessment of Child 
Skills
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• Purpose: To gather information from families about child skills 
(AEPS-3 goals) and family priorities

• How to use: Share with family before or during assessment 
period; intended to be used three times per year; in English and 
Spanish

• Looks similar to CODF we complete but is designed for families

• Illustrations provided as examples
• Wording is family friendly, reading level accommodating

• Question at end of each area to identify skills family wants child 
to learn

• Intervention Priorities (last page) has three spaces (by date) for 
family to list next skills they want child to learn



Family Assessment of Child Skills
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Forms on USB

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
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English
• Assessment Activities–Center-Based (10)
• Assessment Activities–Home-Based (10)
• Child Observation Data Form (CODF)
• Child Progress Record (8)
• Embedding Schedule
• Family Assessment of Child Skills (FACS)
• Family Handouts (3)
• Family Report 
• IFSP/IEP Planning Guide
• Intervention Plan
• Quick Reference Guides (9)
• Ready-Set 
• Ready-Set Assessment Activities–Center-Based 

(4) 
• Ready-Set Assessment Activities–Home-Based 

(3)
• Ready-Set FACS
• Social-Communication Observation Summary 

(SCOS)

Spanish
• Child Observation Data Form (CODF)
• Child Progress Record (8)
• Embedding Schedule
• Family Assessment of Child Skills (FACS)
• Family Handouts (3)
• Family Report 
• IFSP/IEP Planning Guide
• Intervention Plan
• Quick Reference Guides (9)
• Ready-Set 
• Ready-Set FACS
• Social-Communication Observation Summary 

(SCOS)



• The Family Report provides information families traditions 
and values so that teachers can address the diversity of 
children in their classroom.

• The Family Report provides information about activities 
and routines that are priorities 

• The Family Assessment of Child Skills results in each 
families’ priorities for their child. 

• All families are meaningfully involved in their child’s early 
education. 

How AEPS-3 Family Components
Supports Inclusion

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
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Monitoring

Goal/Outcome
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Linked System Framework
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Preschool Example: Case

• 5 years 1 month
• Lives with Mom/Dad and 2 younger 

brothers
• Attends inclusive preschool program
• Receives SLP, OT, PT
• Likes books, dramatic play, 

basketball, riding toys, interacting 
with adults and brothers, playdough



• Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System – 3rd 
Edition (AEPS-3) 

• Completed through observations in classroom 
environment and all items scored in 8 
developmental/content areas

• AEPS-3 Family Components
• Family Report
• Family Assessment of Child Skills

COLLECT

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, and Waddell. ©2022 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.



Look



• Developmental delays evidenced in all areas. Fine 
motor, gross motor, and adaptive are relative strengths 
compared to cognitive, social emotional and social 
communication

• Social emotional and social communication are 
developmental areas that are most greatly impacting his 
access, participation, and ability to make progress in the 
general curriculum/toward early learning standards

• Mom is concerned about Case navigating the classroom 
environment and being independent in the 
environment. Communication is her major concern – 
both receptive and expressive communication

LOOK (cont.)

Assessment, Evaluation, and Programming System for Infants and Children, Third Edition (AEPS®-3), Bricker, Dionne, 
Grisham, Johnson, Macy, Slentz, and Waddell. ©2022 Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co., Inc. All rights reserved.



THINK
Universal: 
Engage Case in preferred activities such as dramatic play, outdoor play, and storybook reading with 
children with whom he likes to interact. Use verbal modeling of vocabulary associated with activities in 
which he is engaged. Accept all forms of communication from Case. Give reminders of how to engage 
in social routines. 

Goals: 
In order to increase independence in learning and social activities, Case will follow one step 
directions, maintain interactions with same aged peers, and count up to 10 objects.
(SC, Strand B, Goal 3; SE Strand C, Goal 1; Math, Strand A, Goal 2)

Objectives:
1. Case will follow one step directions in small group activities (examples: art, writing, center 

time play, cleaning up toys). (TIER 3)
2. Case will maintain interactions with same aged peers for five minutes during classroom 

activities (examples: during dramatic play, blocks (TIER 2)
3. Case will Count up to 10 items to find out how many in a set of objects during classroom 

(examples:  dramatic play, math, and blocks). (TIER 2)

Criteria: two times during a five minute observation across three observations



ACT: Case will maintain interaction with same aged peers for 
five minutes during classroom activities (examples: during 
dramatic play, blocks (TIER 2)
 

• Strategies: 
• Model how to maintain interactions by maintaining an interaction with 

another child
• Sabotage the activity so that some part of it must be repeated and the 

interaction continues (e.g., instruct a friend to knock over the blocks and say, 
let’s build it again)

• Scaffold learning by providing hints (e.g., now you take a turn) to help with 
the continuation of the interaction 

• Identify a child who is more socially competent to serve as a peer model
• Provide multiple opportunities throughout the day for Case to practice 

maintaining an interaction with other children



ACT: Case will Count up to 10 items to find out how 
many in a set of objects during classroom (examples:  
dramatic play, math, and blocks (TIER 2)

• Create multiple opportunities throughout the day to count with Case 
across activities. 
• Create “jobs” for Case that involve counting (e.g., counting children 

at school, counting napkins during snack)
• Simplify the activity and use fewer items if the he becomes 

overwhelmed with counting to 10
• Use materials that are part of the activity to promote generalization of 

counting. 
• Create an intentional small group activity that focuses on math skills.





ACT: Case will follow one 
step directions in small 
group activities (examples: 
art, writing, center time play, 
cleaning up toys) 
TIER 3 SYSTEMATIC 
INSTRUCTION



REFLECT



Wrapping Up
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