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The Early CHOICES inclusion
initiative promotes increasing
high quality inclusive early
care and education for each

and every child birth to age 5.
Our goal is to increase the
number of children with

disabilities receiving
specialized services in regular
early care and education
settings.
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Illinois STAR NET
envisions a future where
early childhood
professionals and families
have the supports needed

to provide all children with
a high quality, equitable
education in inclusive
environments.

Family Story

Have you ever wondered when and how the idea of separating children with disabilities becomes
the expected path for families?
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LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT
Resources for Families in Illinois

Advancing Preschool Inclusion

Family Engagement Recommendations
Advancing Preschool

Inclusion in Community-

Based Early Childhood 7.1 Develop clear materials on inclusion for
Education Programs parents

lllinois State Board of Education

Qecember 2022 7.2 Develop materials and training for
early intervention service coordinators
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From the 2023 Federal Policy Statement on
Inclusion:
Raise Public Awareness

Ongoing cross-sector public awareness plan to shift attitudes,
beliefs,

and perceptions of inclusion and expectations for children with
disabilities

+ Partner with community leaders and families
+ Communicate benefits of inclusion
« Highlight laws and research

« Highlight need for more inclusive programs
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EC LRE Stakeholders Family Engagement
Workgroup

P - Met regularly
—

I] I] I] I] I] - Created a survey and asked families to review and rate items

Resources

- Translated survey into Spanish with Spanish resources
- Gathered data

o - Compiled resources
&D o . Created Toolkit
ﬂ - Created videos with families

- Created Public Awareness activities

Least ResTRIcTIVE ENvIRoNMENT: FAmLY Resource Guie

How to Use the Toolkit

Family

Parent/Caregiver Feedback Reso urce G u |d e

‘Thank you for being a part of our parent/caregiver focus group on Inclusion within Early

Childhood. Below you will that hope to use
empower bout inclusion
and howto [r—
Please complete this by June 21, 2024. o
st a5 14 Pt o,
For child receiv INCLUSION BROCHURE: Please read document and then choose your answers. *
brsborlaotay . n
https://www.isbe.net/D ion-Brochure.pdf

For each question, we ask that you do the following:
1. Click onthe ink

2. Read the document

3. Retur the Google form and answer survey questions.

PLEASE CHOOSE AS MANY DESCRIPTIONS THAT APPLY TO THAT DOC

et sy and acocst ot i ncluson-
s Scootms St & Crecnunr
D This document is family friendly and does not threaten me.

y “other’, p (] This documentis useful and can support me during my childs educaton i the eary
years.
priames oy o
el o etk

[ This document is overwhelming and contains too much information.

i raads s et th et resictve arwiarmaat LRE]

D This document uses words that | do not understand. i LREfa m|| Ulde e O )

[ This document s difficult to navigate.

[ other:



http://bit.ly/LREfamilyguide

Guia de Recursos
EINEIGES

it.ly/LREguia25

ENTORNO MENOS RESTRICTIVO: GUIA DE RECURSOS FAMILIARES
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cocacén y ap0r0.

Guia Federal para a Inclusién

entorno menos restrictvo (LRE)

ResuMEN b L GuiA FEDERAL
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Let’s Explore
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http://bit.ly/LREgu%C3%ADa25
http://bit.ly/LREgu%C3%ADa25
http://bit.ly/%E5%AE%B6%E5%BA%AD%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90%E6%8C%87%E5%8D%97
http://bit.ly/%E5%AE%B6%E5%BA%AD%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90%E6%8C%87%E5%8D%97
http://bit.ly/%E5%AE%B6%E5%BA%AD%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90%E6%8C%87%E5%8D%97
http://bit.ly/%E5%AE%B6%E5%BA%AD%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90%E6%8C%87%E5%8D%97
http://bit.ly/inclusionbrochure

Inclusive
Placement
Strategies

Achieving

Understanding
Inclusion

On-Demand Series
Flyer for Families

bit.ly/understanding-inclusion

Checklist of Sample
Supports, Aids,
& Services

ON-DEMAND MODULES

Understanding Inclusion g@%

The Understanding Inclusion series covers a range of topics from defining inclusion
to understanding the benefits to advocating for inclusion. The series was developed
for families with family input. We hope this series supports you on your journey of
inclusion and provides you with resources that you can share and build upon.

1 inclusion: A Journey Benefits of Inclusive Practices

adds
inclusion is and why it s imporant, as well  value to the preschool setting for all
a5 the defining features of nclusion. chidren.

This module discusses the Least Restrctive  This module provides an overview of what
Environment (the LRE), how it relates to an inclusive setting looks lie and how we
inclusion, and what the law says about the can use an inclusive seting to support
LRE for children with a disabilt inclusion for il chldren.

Gommitment t Tnclusive Implementing &
3 Porcneen Lo a P Hotecming o Snctusion
_---
e
e et s

inclusive
practices can be implemented in an early
Chidhood setting and when to advocate for
Your chid's

MORE INFO Scan the QR code or visit

« J ly/understanding-inclusion

T

CHECKLIST OF SAMPLE

SUPPLEMENTAL SUPPORTS,
AIDS, AND SERVICES

Directions: When considering the need for personalized supports, aids, or
services for a student, use this checklist to help identify which supports will be

the least intrusive, only as special as necessary, and the most natural to the
context of the classroom.

ENVIRONMENTAL

O Ppreferential seating

Inclusion:

5 Strategies to
Ensure an
P Inclusive
mm'?.-"}:m::i Placeme.nt
Carst Kasa, PRD. for Your Child

O Planned seating
[ Bus Classroom Lunchroom Auditorium Other
> [ Alter physical room arrangement (Specify: )
— [ Use study carrels or quiet areas
[ Reduce/minimize distractions
Visual - Spatial - Auditory - Movement
[ Teach positive rules for use of space

INCJUST
.\(:hI%hXEj

PACING OF INSTRUCTION

O Extended time requirements.

0 Vary activity often

0O Allow breaks

£ Omit assignments requiring copying in timed situations.

00 Send additional copy of the text home for summer preview
00 Provide home set of materials for preview or review

bit.| lacementstrategies

PADDS: “ pennsylvania
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http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/placementstrategies
http://bit.ly/supportchecklist
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Policy Statement on Inclusion
of Children with Disabilities in
Early Childhood Programs

The Law, the Policies and Guidance fro
both State and Federal Level
;«m

This document provides an overview of the policy statement, released jointly by the
Departments of Education and Health and Human S This policy statement builds
upon the 2015 policy statement with renewed commitment and urgency as
children with disabillies continue to face significant barriers accessing and participating
in inclusive early childhood programs.
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PDG B-5 Strategic Plan Outline

S o,
s AR T,
0yt O EDU Why are the departments releasing a new policy statement?
et oy
ey I S Children with disabilities continue to face significant barriers to
A accessing and participating in inclusive early childhood programs.

Too many children with disabllities receive special education

Ty g0

Weare
a8 0

o services in settings separate from their peers without disabilties

gy & il s 2 PoSii

i e el ow does this advance the departments’ position on inclusion

Tl S Wy e g, P How does this ad the departments’ positic lusion?
o

Reiterates the expectation for inclusion in high-quality
early childhood programs.

Sets expectation that inclusion continues as children
transition into elementary school

Highlights the latest science that supports inclusion and
reinforces the legal foundation for inclusion

Reiterates and updates recommendations to States and
local programs and providers for increasing inclusive
early learning opportunities.

Updates resources and examples of inclusion

e " :
TSR B e of Young Children U scan the QR code or visi
e\ e, e Disabilities bit.ly/inclusion-statement-2023
oy St S with
Er s ey in £ 3 RO —
e e, i, and Education Settings B e DO
S | e TR s
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Rl g h tS & RIGHTS AND PROTECTIONS FOR c =

PRESCHOOLERS WITH DISABILITIES AND DEVELOPMENTAL DELAYS AND THEIR
- FamiLIES
Protections i S
i e i o e
. T oW DB i i
O verview T e v b ey L g L

the eary chidnaod program that best s your family’s needs.

1 can receive the special
while also st participating in

KEY TAKEAWAYS FOR FAMILIES

. n to your y . Traditionally, schools.
have served children with

the but this can be disruptive
to children and families.

+ Federallaw says that your chid can be enroled i chil care, Head Start, other publicly-funded
early chidhood

sheir preschool special education and related services n that setting - depending on what makes
the most sense foryaur famly and your chid s indvidusl needs.

it your cnild Your
chik's frst IEP meeting to start planning for their preschool enrollment.

- Yo can St your searc (o  preschoa program thraugh th Ll Caes o Kids potal H r
e Bianca's Story
I'ne LRE: Family Resource Guide

* D eyt ey ot it i i Advocating

<" Full-day, ful-year services
< proximity to work or home
< Anather Sibling is enrolled i the same program

bit. |y /ri g hts prote ctions + 1ty g s e e St your rogrnis s o st vou gt e 60

Supporting your faml in your IEP meetings I you choose to incude them.
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http://bit.ly/fedguidancesummary

Launch Events &
Public Awareness

Facebook Live Launch

Conference Presentations

Social Media Plan -

25
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Thank you!
follow us for all

things inclusion.
@earlychoicesorg

www.eclre.org
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What now?

- What inspires you?
- What are unique tools or resources in your state or community?

- Who might you enroll in this work?

86 ° ey
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