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The Early CHOICES inclusion 
initiative promotes increasing 
high quality inclusive early 
care and education for each 
and every child birth to age 5. 
Our goal is to increase the 
number of children with 
disabilities receiving 
specialized services in regular 
early care and education 
settings.

Illinois STAR NET 
envisions a future where 
early childhood 
professionals and families 
have the supports needed 
to provide all children with 
a high quality, equitable 
education in inclusive 
environments.
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Family Story
Have you ever wondered when and how the idea of separating children with disabilities becomes 
the expected path for families? 
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Early Childhood Inclusion  

LEAST RESTRICTIVE ENVIRONMENT 
Resources for Families in Illinois
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Advancing Preschool Inclusion

Family Engagement Recommendations

7.1 Develop clear materials on inclusion for 
parents 

7.2 Develop materials and training for 
early intervention service coordinators 
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From the 2023 Federal Policy Statement on 
Inclusion:
Raise Public Awareness

Ongoing cross-sector public awareness plan to shift attitudes, 
beliefs, 
and perceptions of inclusion and expectations for children with 
disabilities

• Partner with community leaders and families

• Communicate benefits of inclusion

• Highlight laws and research

• Highlight need for more inclusive programs
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Resources
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EC LRE Stakeholders Family Engagement 
Workgroup
• Met regularly
• Created a survey and asked families to review and rate items
• Translated survey into Spanish with Spanish resources
• Gathered data
• Compiled resources
• Created Toolkit
• Created videos with families
• Created Public Awareness activities 
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Family 
Resource Guide

bit.ly/LREfamilyguide
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http://bit.ly/LREfamilyguide
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Guía de Recursos 
Familiares

bit.ly/LREguía25
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家庭资源指南 -最少条件限制的学习环境

家庭资源指南 -最少条件限制的学习环境

bit.ly/家庭资源指南
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Let’s Explore 
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Inclusion
Brochure

bit.ly/inclusionbrochure

16

http://bit.ly/LREgu%C3%ADa25
http://bit.ly/LREgu%C3%ADa25
http://bit.ly/%E5%AE%B6%E5%BA%AD%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90%E6%8C%87%E5%8D%97
http://bit.ly/%E5%AE%B6%E5%BA%AD%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90%E6%8C%87%E5%8D%97
http://bit.ly/%E5%AE%B6%E5%BA%AD%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90%E6%8C%87%E5%8D%97
http://bit.ly/%E5%AE%B6%E5%BA%AD%E8%B5%84%E6%BA%90%E6%8C%87%E5%8D%97
http://bit.ly/inclusionbrochure
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Understanding 
Inclusion 

On-Demand Series

bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
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Understanding 
Inclusion 

On-Demand Series
Flyer for Families

bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
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Inclusive 
Placement 
Strategies

bit.ly/placementstrategies
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Checklist of Sample 
Supports, Aids, 

& Services

bit.ly/supportchecklist
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http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/understanding-inclusion
http://bit.ly/placementstrategies
http://bit.ly/supportchecklist
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The Law, the Policies and Guidance from 
both State and Federal Level

21

Overview of 
Policy Statement 

on Inclusion

bit.ly/fedguidancesummary
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Rights & 
Protections 
Overview

bit.ly/rightsprotections
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http://bit.ly/fedguidancesummary
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Launch Events & 
Public Awareness

Facebook Live Launch

Conference Presentations

Social Media Plan
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What now?

• What inspires you?
• What are unique tools or resources in your state or community?
• Who might you enroll in this work?
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Thank you!
follow us for all 
things inclusion. 
@earlychoicesorg

www.eclre.org
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