
CNPA or CNPE?
Roles, Skills & Which One is Right For You!

Alex Coma - Senior Certification Software Engineer



What is Platform Engineering?

It’s the “art” of building an IDP (Internal Developer Platform)

Opinionated “Golden” Paths: Establishing standards for how developers 
use resources, set RBAC, etc in Kubernetes

Reusable Abstractions: Creating templates that define how development 
environments look and behave (CRD-like)

Self-Service Environments: Providing developers with fast, disposable, and 
highly available environments. No more waiting time

In summary: Opinionated, reusable, self-service environments



CNPA (Multiple choice) - June 2025

Target Audience: Platform Architects, Engineering Managers, CTOs

Goal: Understand the self-service tools, automation, and infrastructure that 
empower developers to deploy and manage applications efficiently

Preparation Hints:

● CNPA Curriculum page (link)
● Kubernetes fundamentals
● GitOps (CGOA, CAPA)
● Governance and Observability (PCA, OTCA, CKA)
● Service Mesh and Cost Management (ICA, CCA, FinOps)

https://training.linuxfoundation.org/certification/certified-cloud-native-platform-engineering-associate-cnpa/


CNPE (Hands on) - November 2025

Target Audience: Platform Engineers or Platform Architects

Goal: Architect, secure, and optimize cloud native platforms to create 
scalable self-service infrastructure

Preparation Hints:

● CNPE Curriculum page (link)
● Hands on experience with PE tools (list)
● Killercoda scenarios (link)
● RT*M - (now seriously, read the man/docs)

https://training.linuxfoundation.org/certification/certified-cloud-native-platform-engineer-cnpe/
https://www.google.com/url?source=gmail&sa=E&q=https://docs.linuxfoundation.org/tc-docs/certification/important-instructions-cnpe%23cnpe-exam-tools
https://killercoda.com/course/cnpe


CNPE (Hands on)



Thank you!


