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Objective
In this session, we will explore a practical process for 
vertically aligning the ELA Writing Standards in which 
we identify the progression of skills across grade 

levels in order to align instruction and writing 
tasks to ensure students meet the intended 

rigor of the standards.
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Writing Standards: Where are they?
Navigating the new website

1. Go to new website: ksde.gov
2. Click on “Student Success” tab at the top
3. Can click on “resource by subject area” or 

“standards” link
4. Click on English Language Arts
5. Click on ELA Standards
6. Click on ELA Vertical Standards Document

a. Text, Types, and Purposes (28 - 35)
b. Language in Writing (39 - 43)

http://ksde.gov
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Value of Vertical Alignment
● Understand how standards change, progress, and increase complexity. 

● Focus on progression of learning from grade level to the next.

● Identify and teach the variations and nuances between each grade level.

● Ensure standard(s) are taught to the appropriate Depth of Knowledge.

● Help develop research based strategies and practices to progress 
students through each skill and grade level.
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Reminders
• Be careful to not confuse Standard Alignment with curriculum and curricular 

resources.
• Standards define what students should know and be able to do.  An HQIM 

provides how teachers support students in reaching those standards.
• The reading and writing standards should be incorporated together and not 

seen as two different components or two different “class periods.”
• Teaching a writing standard should be recursive, and not a “one and done” check 

mark of being “taught.”

"About 70% of the variation in reading and writing abilities are shared" 
(Shanahan).
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Depth of Knowledge
Webb’s Depth of Knowledge: 

Transference is in level 3 and 4
• We want to teach students to transfer 

skills from one class to another, and 
from one grade to another.

• Align the standards to have constant 
progression of skills at grade level or 
higher complexity.

• Writing must happen every day. every 
class. every year.
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Learning Progression
Common Misconceptions:

• The teacher before didn’t teach ____, so I need to reteach 
this standard.

• Several of my students are below grade level, so I will 
have them read / write using below grade level 
standards or text complexity to help them.

• This is too hard for my students…

Ensure grade level progression by 
aligning and teaching the grade level 

standards at a strong DOK.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Performance Level Descriptors (PLDs) define the knowledge, skills, and processes that 
students likely demonstrate at different levels of proficiency within the reporting 
categories (1, 2, 3, 4). 

Level 1: shows limited ability to demonstrate their knowledge and skills of grade-level (content area) 
standards.

Level 2: shows basic ability to demonstrate their knowledge and skills of grade-level (content area) 
standards.

Level 3: shows proficient ability to demonstrate their knowledge and skills of grade-level (content area) 
standards.

Level 4: shows advanced ability to demonstrate their knowledge and skills of grade-level (content area) 
standards.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Where do I find these?
1. Go to KAP website: ksassessments.org 
2. Click on Resources Tab (top of page)
3. Filter by Subject (left side of page)
4. Scroll down to grade level PLD’s
5. Click on your grade level
6. Find the standard you are breaking down
7. Identify the D.O.K level this standard should be 

taught at grade level being taught, grade level 
above, and the “end game” level of instruction 
(grade 11-12)

http://ksassessments.org
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The Three Types of Writing
Text, Types, and Purposes (W.1, W.2, W.3)

Writing Standard .1  - Opinion / Argument
Writing Standard .2  - Informative / Explanatory 
Writing Standard .3 -  Narrative 

Important things to notice:
• Reading and writing connection begins in kindergarten:  “Introduce a topic or 

name the book they are writing about…”
• Process begins in grade 1: “Introduce the topic, supply a reason, provide sense of 

closure…”
• Write often. Write using all text, types, and purposes. Writing shouldn’t be a “one 

and done” process. And not all writing needs to be brought to publish step.
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The Writing Balance Shift

“For students in elementary grades, writing should be distributed equally 
across three types, with more informational and argument incorporated in 
science, history and other content areas to balance out the common 
emphasis on narrative writing in ELA classes. Between middle and high 
school, however, it is expected that this balance will shift to 40% 
informational and 40% argument, and 20% narrative (Sedita, 2026).

This means by middle and high school almost 80% of writing should 
be based on informational and argumentative texts.

Narrative ArgumentInformational
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Argument Writing
Everything’s An Argument

• Focus on argument writing from the beginning of the year.
• Start teaching opinion writing in kindergarten.
• Use text you are teaching from: Social Studies, Math, Science, ELA, Music, Art, PE, 

etc.
• Have students always prove with a because but so statement (Hochman, Wexler)
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Deep Dive into a Writing Standard
Let’s look at W.1 - W.1.a-b (Opinion and Argument)
1. Choose a grade level you are most comfortable in knowing 

or understanding.
2. Read that grade level standard.  

a. Circle the verb identifying the D.O.K
b. Underline the specific topic
c. Note and circle if a conjunction is used (and, or)

3. Read the grade level above, and the grade level below.
a. Note changes between grade level verbs, language, and 

expectations.
b. Read 11-12th grade standard (if not the original grade level 

chosen.
c. Note the complexity of the substandards: a, b, c, d, e 

4. Place an asterisk or star by standards you feel have a shift or 
change in D.O.K
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Dive into the Details: Grade Progression

In what grade is the opposing claim introduced?

In what grade does the counterclaim need to be organized by relationship?

In what grade must students start using sources as evidence to support their claim?

In what grade must students be aware of bias or writer and audience?

Why are these conversations imperative in vertical teams?

W.7.1.a

W.9-10.1.a

W.6.1.b

W.9.10.1.b

In what grade level(s) do you notice a large shift or “jump”?

When a standard is repeated verbatim, what change still occurs based on grade level?

Let’s Pair and Share 

How do we teach these at the appropriate D.O.K. level?

text complexity

Gr. 1, Gr. 3, Gr. 6, Gr 7, Gr. 9-10, Gr.11-12
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Vertical Alignment Discussions
Importance teacher-led discussions

• Academic Vocabulary Matters
• Do we use claim and thesis interchangeably?
• How do we shift from the use of opinion to argument?
• How to we discuss “reasons” vs. “explanations” vs. “commentary”
• How do we shift from “opposing claims” to “counterclaims”

• How are teachers saying these words?  More importantly, has the academic 
vocabulary been effectively taught to students so they know and understand 
the differences?

• Know and understand the writing standards to a strong DOK level.

• Identify key strategies that are used collectively to help students know.
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Writing Standards: 10 and 11
Best Practices for the “grammar standards”

1. Know and understand the vertical progression.
2. Use appropriate language with students starting in elementary school.

a. Yes, we should say, use, and apply the word subordinate conjunction and dependent clause

3. Do not teach in isolation.  Please, do not use “hunt and find” worksheets or 
computer programs or Teachers Pay Teachers.

4. Always teach the function. 
a. Focus on the function of how and why it is used in sentences.
b. Shift from “what is it?” to “what does it do?”  

5. Syntax matters.
6. Use strong mentor text.
7. Teach during the revision step of writing.
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Writing Standards: 10 and 11
The “grammar” Standards
What grade should we teach how verbs 
change meaning in writing?

What grade should we teach active and 
passive voice?

What grade should be using subordinate 
conjunctions to write complex sentences?

Why are these conversations necessary?  

W.1.10.e

W.8.10.e

W.3.10.e

What is missed if vertical team 
conversations only focus on titles of stories 
or books being taught vs standards?

Function

Function

Function of the 
conjunctions
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Putting it all together
Students' reading comprehension improves when they write about what they 
read— including writing summaries, analyses, personal responses, notes, and 
answering questions in writing. Writing about text produces greater gains in 
comprehension than reading alone or rereading (Graham & Hebert, 2011).

What to do next:
1. Allow time for vertical teaming conversations.
2. START SMALL.  Not every standard - Not all at once.  
3. Based on data - choose a standard your district needs to strengthen 
4. Deep dive into the standard.
5. Discuss the progression of the standard between grade levels.
6. Review the Performance Level Descriptors for the standard to know and 

understand the D.O.K level for transference.
7. Discuss the academic vocabulary we use to teach the standards.
8. Outline strategies to teach the writing standard throughout the school year!
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Documents Available Now 

● ELA Standards Guidance Document: shareable spreadsheet with 
all ELA standards from k-12

● ELA Performance Level Descriptors for D.O.K
● Webb’s Depth of Knowledge with coordinating verbs between 

Bloom’s Taxonomy and Webb’s D.O.K.

Email Request: mary.lonker@ksde.gov
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Documents Coming Soon 

● ELA Instructional Writing Rubrics: Argument 
Writing for 3-12

● Student-Driven Revising Checklists 
● ELA Writing Strategies Examples
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To Sum Up
"If you want better reading scores, the science of reading says do not neglect writing... 
When you feel especially pressured to improve reading achievement, that is the time to 
embrace more tightly the combination of reading and writing" (Shanahan). 

“Students' reading comprehension improves when they write about what they 
read—including writing summaries, analyses, personal responses, notes, and 
answering questions in writing. Writing about text produces greater gains in 
comprehension than reading alone or rereading” (Graham, 2011).

"Writing provides insight about literacy tools: Writing enables students to understand 
how an author's choices about type of writing, vocabulary use, and text structure help 
make text understandable" (Sedita).
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Objective
In this session, we will explore a practical process for 
vertically aligning the ELA Writing Standards in which 
we identify the progression of skills across grade 

levels in order to align instruction and writing 
tasks to ensure students meet the intended 

rigor of the standards.
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Join Us!
KSDE Extended Learning Opportunity 
● The ELA and Early Literacy Team will be offering 

an online learning opportunity once a week 
starting September 14th.

● We will be reading and reviewing Joan Sedita’s 
Essentials of Adolescent Literacy.

Use the QR Code below to access the flyer: 
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