
A Fundamental Truth:
How History, Government, and Social Studies 
Classrooms Advance High-Quality Instruction & 
Balanced Assessment.



Introduction
Adam Topliff

● 21 years in the Classroom (7-12) 
● 9-12 Social Studies Teacher (Wamego High School)  
● Humanities Program Manager - HGSS (Starting August 3rd)  



Learning Goals
Share your learning on social 
media! Use #KSHGSS and tag 
@KSDEtchrleaders

Identify characteristics of high-quality HGSS instruction aligned 
to Kansas accreditation priorities.

Analyze how compelling questions and primary source inquiry 
create deeper student thinking.

Examine how the Kansas Classroom-Based Assessment serves as 
an authentic balanced assessment model.

Develop strategies for using CBA data throughout the school year 
to strengthen instruction and monitor student growth.



If I walked into your strongest HGSS classrooms...

What would I see?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NQYR55EiKvs


If I walked into your strongest HGSS classrooms...

What would I see?

Discussing
Debating
Investigating
Reading evidence
Asking questions
Writing
Solving problems
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Great HGSS instruction doesn't begin with content.
It begins with curiosity.

How do we create curiosity in our HGSS classrooms?

The purposeful work to 
build Compelling Questions.
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Kindergarten
How can we make our classroom fair?

Grade 2
Why do communities change?

Grade 4 
Who really settled Kansas?

Grade 5
Was the American Revolution revolutionary for everyone?
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Middle School
6th Grade - Ancient Civilizations
How does geography shape the success and survival of a 
civilization? 

7th Grade - Kansas History 
Whose story should define the history of Kansas? 

8th Grade - American History 
Should freedom ever be limited?
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High School
Government
Who should have power in America?

Economics
Should governments solve poverty?

World History
Can one person change history?

US History
When is protest patriotic?
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When is protest patriotic?

https://pz.harvard.edu/thinking-routines
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What evidence do you notice?

What questions emerge?

How does this connect to our compelling question?
When is protest patriotic?
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Communicating Learning - Assessing Learning  

High-quality instruction deserves equally meaningful assessment. 
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Clearer Understanding Of The CBA 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-B_O_JfgsdP_XwUsDDtPY2SoZEqzg_dN/edit
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High-quality instruction deserves equally meaningful assessment. 

Using The CBA As A Measurable Part Of School Improvement 

The CBA structure should be treated as an 
instructional framework not simply an 
assessment. 

The CBA structure should be treated more like a 
through-year model of assessing learning not a 
stand alone state assessment. 

 



Dissecting the CBA Rubric 
We should take the CBA rubric apart and 
create formative assessments that target one 
specific aspect of the rubric and can be tracked 
for growth.

We should be encouraging  non-testing grades 
to gather data using the CBA rubric to better 
identify areas of success and growth.

We need to consistently curate and 
communicate that data to our stakeholders.

We need to provide teachers time, training and 
resources to work on scoring calibration to 
better align the data that is being collected.
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Curate, Collaborate & Communicate Your Data 



If we want our school profiles to reflect what truly 
matters, HGSS must move beyond showcasing 
occasional activities or culminating projects. These 
classrooms should be viewed as a vital source of 
evidence demonstrating the quality of teaching, the 
depth of student thinking, and the continuous 
learning, growth, and improvement that define 
successful schools. 



26-27 KSDE Regional PLCS
A Journey Towards Improvement 
#RoadTrip26-27

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HHBRKDP6x4Ee5scsdSfOWG-GhKE6mujdlCO1aRgtHQA/edit?tab=t.0


“There are two educations. One should 
teach us how to make a living and the 
other how to live.”     
                                        - John Adams 



The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs and activities and provides equal 
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General 
Counsel, Office of General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.

Adam Topliff
Humanities Program Manager - History, Government & Social Studies   
Division of Teaching and Learning
adam.topliff@ksde.gov
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