
 
 

ELA Example: Stimulus & Item 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELA Example: 3rd Grade, Reading Literature PLD 

 

 

 



 
 

ELA Example: 3rd Grade, Reading Literature PLD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 
 

Science Example: Stimulus & Item 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 Science Example: Middle School, Life Science PLD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 
 

Math Example: Stimulus & Item 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Math Example: 6th grade, Geometry PLD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Science Example: Stimulus & Item 

 

 

 



 
 

Scenario #1 

On a 4th grade math assessment, Luiz uses inequality symbols to correctly compare two 
decimals to the hundredth place when the decimals have the same number of digits (e.g. 
0.76 > 0.67). He does not explain his answer with appropriate reasoning (e.g. “0.76 is 
greater because the number is bigger.”). 

• Which level describes Luiz’s performance? 
 

• What next steps should his teacher take? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Scenario #2 

On a 4th grade ELA task, Marta accurately describes three differences between a journal 
entry written by a 19th century Kansas homesteader and a 2024 article explaining the 
government’s interests that lead to the Homestead Act. (e.g. “The journal entry is a 
firsthand account because it was written by a Kansas homesteader who experienced the 
events. The 2024 article is a secondhand account because it explains the Homestead Act 
using information from sources. Also, the journal entry shares personal feelings about the 
experience, while the article gives facts about the government’s reasons behind the law.”) 

• Which level describes Marta’s performance? 

 

• What next steps should her teacher take? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Scenario #3 

After a 5th grade science investigation, a student group identifies several properties of 
baking soda and describes the physical changes when baking soda mixes with different 
substances, including water, salt, and vinegar. The group uses a common misconception to 
explain whether a new substance forms. (e.g. A new substance forms when baking soda is 
combined with each of the other substances. This is because mixing two substances 
together always creates a new substance.”)    

• Which level describes the group’s performance? 

 

• What next steps should the group’s teacher take? 

 

 

 


