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Introduction

Adam Topliff

e 217 yearsin the Classroom (7-12)
e 9-12 Social Studies Teacher (Wamego High School)
e Humanities Program Manager - HGSS (Starting August 3rd)
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5/ Learning Goals

Define structured literacy within the context of History,
Government, and Social Studies.

Understand why disciplinary literacy is different from general
reading instruction.

Examine research demonstrating how knowledge-rich social
studies instruction improves reading comprehension.

Evaluate the alighment of supplemental instructional resources
to standards.

Develop ideas for conducting standards alignment audits within

schools.
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What does it mean |
to be literate?

Literacy
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Structured

Structured Literacy Literacy

- Technical Definition: Structured Literacy refers to the explicit,
systematic, diagnostic, and cumulative approach to teaching
literacy that acknowledges the value of both word recognition

and oral and written language comprehension as evidenced in
all grades and disciplines.

-Plain Speak: Most effective literacy instruction.
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What does it mean Structured

Literacy

fo be literate In Meteacn
social studies?

effectively

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student. AR



Literacy Expectations

Reading a variety of primary and secondary sources so
that it is possible to

Structured
Literacy

» determine the meaning and main idea, identifying and analyzing
evidence, relationships, and supporting details.

» interpret words, discipline-specific phrases, analyze text structure,
identify purpose, bias, and point of view.

» evaluate an argument or claim citing evidence in support of, or
against, the argument or claim.

» analyze two or more texts on the same topic drawing conclusions
about the similarities and differences.

» comprehend complex and difficult text within the discipline.

» identify and evaluate critical information communicated in multiple
forms of media.

We teach
literacy most
effectively

HGSS: It's Pure Gold
__ 2014 KEEN Conference
Kansas 7”7\ J| (Don Gifford)
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Literacy in History and Social Studies

“Instead of relying upon a single authority, students
consult a variety of sources and voices on the
topic, constructing their own understanding of

what is fact, what is true, what is right. The

students are not only reading about settled facts
and closed questions. They are also reading in
the arena of the unsettled, the debatable, the

still-emerging.”

Subjects Matter: Every Teacher’s Guide to Content-Area Reading,
Daniels and Zemelman, pp. 15-16

Structured
Literacy

We teach
iteracy most
effectively
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Kansas History,
Government, and

Social Studies

35S STANDARDS SNMENT TOOLK
HGSS STANDARDS ALIGNMENT TOOLKIT Standards

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

Discipline Literacy and Skills

AL

Tim Shanahan and Cynthia Shanahan, in their article “What Is Disciplinary Literacy and Why Does It Matter,*"
contend that disciplinary literacy emphasizes the knowledge and abilities possessed by those who create,
communicate, and use knowledge within the disciplines, such as social studies, science, math, English language
arts, etc. It honors the thinking within disciplines of study and invites students to engage in the academic
discipline while developing a voice as a member of that community.

Disciplinary literacy requires students to read in a variety of mediums and write in specialized ways for
specialized purposes determined by the discipline (Moje, 2008; Shanahan and Shanahan, 2008). Each discipline
requires students to employ particular knowledge, tools, and abilities to communicate, create, and use

information within that discipline (Shanahan and Shanahan, 2012).

Disciplinary skills include analysis, interpretation, compare and contrast, evaluation, cause and effect,

contextualization, corroboration, summarization, guestioning, sSequencing, Sourcing, reasoning, mapping, etc.

Structured
Literacy

We teach
literacy most
effectively
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What does it mean Structured

Literacy

fo be literate In Meteacn
social studies?

effectively
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Structured
Literacy

We teach
iteracy most
effectively

Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov | #KansansCan Kansas leads the world in the success ofeach student.




Literacy is not an add-on to Social Studies, it's the foundation of
meaningful Social Studies learning.

\.‘,, "" | L E l A3

Read multiple sources
Analyze maps

Interpret political cartoons
Evaluate bias

Compare perspectives
Interpret statistics

Read timelines

Analyze photographs

Support claims with evidence
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Knowledge Is Power - Literacy Skills Open Doors To Deeper Knowledge

CONTEXTS

The circumstances and setting that provide background information about an event,
statement, or idea. The context helps you more fully understand something.

SOCIAL

Social contexts are all about society and

what you need to know about your
society in any situation. Society has rules
around behavior and interaction.

HISTORICAL

Historical contexts are all about what was
unique or specific about a certain time in
history. This can include cultural and
social contexts that are now in the past.

CULTURAL

Cultural contexts are all about
understanding cultural expectations and
norms. It is different from social context

because it's specific to a culture's or
subculture's values, not the values of your
society as a whole.

Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov

ECONOMIC

Economic contexts describe what you
need to know about the economics of a
situation. For example, a company trying
to expand to a new country will want to
know the rules of business and supply
chain quality to see if they will succeed.

| #KansansCan

READING

WRITING

N\ \\
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The Science of Reading

Phonological

Phonics
Awareness

Fluenc Vocabular
R-1-S-E Y L

eading Comprehension Formula

10

Phonics is a system for
approaching reading that focuses
on the relationship between
letters and sounds.

Phonological awareness is the
ability to notice the sound
structure of spoken words.

Fluency is the ability to read
a text quickly, accurately,
and with proper expression.

Vocabulary is the knowledge

of words and word meanings.

11

Phonemic awareness is the ability to
identify, isolate and manipulate
language at the individual sound level.
tis a part of phonological awareness,

The teaching has to move from
letter/sound correspondences
to graphemes, syllables and

26

Connecting meaning to
spelling patterns of words can

Fluency is determined by the
size of your sight vocabulary.

WHAT

include phoneme blending and
segmentation and are generally

end of the first gradk

skills involve manipulating

phonemes which include deleting,
substituting, or reversing
phonemes within words.

Basic phonological awareness skills

mastered by most students by the

Advanced phonological awareness

13

morphemes.

Orthographic mapping is the
ability to quickly and efficiently
add words to your sight
vocabulary.

Sight vocabulary is all the
‘words you instantly
recognize.

20

If a student is good at
orthographic mapping, reading
practice is helpful to increase
fluency.

If a student is not good at

practice does not help to
increase fluency.

orthographic mapping, reading

27

28

be critical to expanding a
student's vocabulary.

Morphology is the study of
segmenting words into prefixes,
suffixes, roots, or bases and the
origins of words.

Vocabulary knowledge is
knowledge; the knowledge of a

word not only implies a definition,
but also implies how that word fits
into the world.

R
Comprehension = Word
Recognition x Language
Comprehension

5 14| By the end of first grade, students 21 29 ChillqrEn: voc;abulary skills are
X taught by a code-based approach Slients who are fluent inked to their economic
_Phonological awareness perform, on average, the equivalent of eader- B beliei ahe o backgrounds. By 3 years of age,
difficulties represent the most 7 to 8 standard score points higher on & e HEntont there is a 30 million word gap
common source of word-level tests of reading comprehension than avote R e';-a e':‘ m e between children from the . l I e I I S l I l a e ( : O e e X S r e
reading difficulties. students taught with a':neanmgbased comprehending the text. wealihiest and poorest families.
approach. 5 u l J
6 1 5 Guessing words from context is not as efficient 22 30 : 1
as phonetic decoding. Skilled readers can Fluency is the bridge between Vocabulary is the glue that holds
identify unfamiliar words with a high degree of decoding words and stories, ideas, and content I I L]
Phonological awareness is SECUAoy. DY SOSIIGE ST ot even inegruar " together making reading
4 2 i ds. By 5 hers have found understanding what has been % K
essential for skilled reading. .T::" esven );;t-nol::‘.:-r\s\lr::zi:;care’snof :se st:llu rgad comprehension possible for
at correctly guessing words from context with . children. . .
> — e Readi ng IS not content neutra |
XL 7 16 23 31
; When we see a word, the areas of the Nt nasas o e ablatn
. . brai ble for orth h There i t lationshi
Pronami avareness i nesded re23 130 comect wordsper el e e 8
for efficient sight-word learning. (pronunciation) activate before the minute on a sixth grade level to comprehension
areas responsible for the semantic be successful in content reading. P! i
system (meaning).
8 " - o ' T 24 32
Early, explicit, and systematic instruction in phonics, along with direct Awareness of morphology is a
instruction in phonologuca|r:\;v;;egn§isfzésar;:revem and also remediate As children become f'gen‘ strong indicator of and a
- readgrs. they are able to interact positive influence upon reading ° °
with text on a higher level. comprehension.
9 The combination of explicit phonics and phonological training for all students O m r e e n S I O n e c O m e s e a v I
in kindergarten and first grade provides far greater results in word-level
reading skills than any other teaching practice that has been studied.
33 Phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, and vocabulary all lead to d e p e n d e n t O n b a C kg rO u n d k n OWI e d ge °
Reading aloud to children builds the foundation of literacy learning. Listening comprehension comes before reading comprehension.

HOW

For maximum academic gains, students need systematic, explicit, engaging and success oriented instructi

Systematic means a teacher has a specific scope and sequence for introducing each skill.
Explicit means that the teacher provides clear and precise instruction.

Engaging instruction that is success oriented involves increased active participation in the instructional activities while

minimizing errors and providing immediate corrective feedback when errors occur.

Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov
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e Background Knowledge Is the
Foundation of Reading

Ap Comprehension.

SocialStudies Instruction and
Reading Comprehension e Social Studies Introduces Rich,

Evidence from the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study Domai n _S pecific Vocabu |a|'y

Adam Tyner and Sarah Kabourek. Social Studies
Instruction and Reading Comprehension: Evidence from the
Early Childhood Longitudinal Study.

Washington D.C.: Thomas B. Fordham Institute
(September 2020)

Fordham Study
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Reading Comprehension
Evidence from the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study

Adam Tyner and Sarah Kabourek. Social Studies

Their analysis reveals five key findings. Among them:

Instruction and Reading Comprehension: Evidence from the

Early Childhood Longitudinal Study.
Washington D.C.: Thomas B. Fordham Institute
(September 2020)

Fordham Study

Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov
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Elementary school students in the U.S. spend much more time on ELA
than on any other subject.

Increased instructional time in social studies—but not in ELA—Is associ-
ated with improved reading ability.

The students who benefit the most from additional social studies time
are girls and those from lower-income and/or non-English-speaking
homes.

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.


https://fordhaminstitute.org/national/resources/social-studies-instruction-and-reading-comprehension

Structured
Literacy

We teach

How do we teach literacy effectively in a Social Studies
classroom? iteracy most

e |ntentional and consistent lesson design that's literacy driven.
- Tiered vocab instruction
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Tiers of Vocabulary

Best taught in relation to
specific content areas (i.e,,

ier 3: Low- science or math)
Frequency,

Content-
Specific
Vocabualry

Necessary to
understand their
schoolwork.

- May need more
Tier 2: High-Frequency, suppott IFEnglish

Content-Specific Words \ is not their native
language or they

struggle with
vocabulary

Often learned
through
everyday usage

Tier 1: Everyday Usage

Beck, I. L, McKeown, M. G., & Kucan, L. (2005). Choosing words to teach. Teaching and learning
vocabulary: Bringing research to practice, 209-222.

Kansas State Department of Education | ] #KansansCan Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.




To preteach or not preteach? That is the question.
Vocabulary Decision Tree

Yes

|

I Is it vital to the

Is the word likely to be an
unfamiliar general or
domain-specific word?

No

Possibly ignore

meaning of the text? \
Yes

Are there text-based context

clues including prefixes,
suffixes or roots students
probably know?

No

Does the text define
the word?

1

Yes

l

e T

Review AFTER reading
and include as text-based
question.

Pre-teach the word

Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov | #KansansCan

Diamond, Linda. “Teaching Vocabulary is Complex: Techniques and Decisions

pre-teaching for
some El’'s only

Ignore or consider \

Yes

Review AFTER reading

and include as text-based
question.

JThe Reading League.

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.




Structured
Literacy

We teach

How do we teach literacy effectively in a Social Studies
classroom? iteracy most

e |ntentional and consistent lesson design that's literacy driven.
- Tiered vocab instruction
- Formative assessments that focus on literacy learning.

Read multiple sources
Analyze maps

Interpret political cartoons
Evaluate bias

Compare perspectives
Interpret statistics

Read timelines

Analyze photographs

Support claims with evidence \
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Structured
Literacy

We teach

How do we teach literacy effectively in a Social Studies
classroom? iteracy most

e |ntentional and consistent lesson design that's literacy driven.
- Tiered vocab instruction
- Formative assessments that focus on literacy learning.

e District support ensure how to best develop and create literacy
rich Social Studies classrooms.
- Professional development / PLC work focus on discipline specific
literacy skills.
- Careful consideration of resource / supplemental material adoption. \
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-E Connected. Balanced. Powerful [earninj. -:—

1. LITERACY

Discipline-Specific
Literacy Skills
in Social Studies

\ L ® , JUE H\ :-"V‘,“ ; )
/f Important Content Resources and Materlals \x
Knowledge to Study That Expose Students to
/ a Topic and Build Both and Make the
\\ Greater Literacy Skills Connection Between the Two \ /
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What does Standards Alignment mean in Social Studies?

KANSAS HISTORY, GOVERNMENT, AND SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS
Standard 1 Choices have consequences
Standard 2 Individuals have rights and responsibilities
Standard 3 Societies are shaped by the identities, beliefs, and practices of individuals and groups

Standard 4 Societies experience continuity and change over time
)

o

Standard 5 Relationships among people, places, ideas, and environments are dynamic.
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Kansas History,

Government, and
Social Studies
Standards

HGSS Standards Page

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.
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A,'{‘KSDE,GOV Student Success  Licensure  Training & Events  Policy & Funding  Data & Reporting  News Center  State Board

Assessments b

Standards Documents Expand al

HGSS Standards, Benchmarks, and Appendices
HGSS Standards Alignment Toolkit
The Standards Alignment Toolkit supports educators with aligning curriculum, instruction, and

At-Risk Evidence Based Programs
and Practices

Career and Technical

Ed ti > assessments with the Kansas State Standards, the first step toward ensuring all students receive a high-
HESRON quality education. This toolkit is designed to reduce the time and effort required to break down or
: make sense of the standards, enabling teachers to focus more on preparing to deliver meaningful
Early Childhood 4 e
instruction that fosters student engagement.
Graduation 4 e HGSS Standards Alignment Toolkit (PDF)
e HGSS - Content and Skills Planning Tool for Unit Planning (PDF)
Health and Safety > e HGSS - Constructive Coaching Tool (PDF)

g HGSS Standards Guidance D t
Individual Plan of Study Croidl e Sl

Learning Alternatives >
For more information on History, Government, and Social Studies, contact:
School Counseling > Adam Topliff
: : (785) 296-3892
Special Education >
Standards

Student Awards and
Recognition
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1. Define learning outcomes by close examination and “unpacking” of the standards:
a. Articulate the details of the desired learning outcomes for students.
b. Build educator knowledge related to the rigor and text complexity necessary for students to meet grade
level expectations.
2. Vertical alignment:

a. Clarify content across grade levels/ grade bands (vertical alignment), recognizing the specific
expectations for the level of understanding students are expected to have at that grade level, the grade
above and the grade below.

b. Identify how skills and knowledge are sequentially built from one grade to the next.

3. Horizontal alignment:
a. ldentify how/when the content standards are addressed within a grade level (horizontal alignment).
b. Clarify if there is a district-wide scope and instructional sequence.
c. Intentionally collaborate to coordinate instruction of grade level content across subjects.
d.

Review standards and the assessment blueprint.

4. Analyze existing curriculum:

a. Review the current curriculum adopted. In review, consider any required or recommended learning
objectives, content, and assessments.

b. Focus on the Depth of Knowledge (DOK) and text complexity for each grade level to assure adequate
rigor.

. ldentify any gaps, redundancies, or outdated resources.

d. Identify if Tier 1 (core) curriculum is aligned with the components of structured literacy (explicit,
systematic, cumulative, scaffolded, highly interactive, multimodal, specific feedback, and data driven)
and elements of structured literacy (phonemes and graphemes, morphemes, vocabulary, text structure,
orthographic conventions, stress and syllable patterns, critical thinking, sentence structure/grammar).

Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov | #KansansCan Kansas leads the world in the success Of each student.




Curriculum Review &
Alignment

OUR
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Requirements of an Effective Curriculum

Pro-K-14
ARTICULATION:
Across girades/

courses, and
schools

VERTICAL

COORDINATION:

Kansas State Department of Education | ww

""’ ‘*”h/—

Focus and Connectivit
4 I’ve...Got...A...PIan

How much focus/connectivily
required laterally?

How much focus/connectivity
required vertically?

Across schools, same grade/courses

LATERAL

#KansansCan Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.
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Vertical vs Horizontal Curriculum Alignment in Schools

A Practical Guide to Lesson Planning & Curriculum Management

Vertical Alignment Horizontal Alignment
ooc

/' Consistency Within Grades

& Progression Across Grades ' Aligns Instruction & Assessment
-g Builds on Prior Learning ' Equal Learning Experiences

@ Ensures Skill Development
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Social Studies Learning Standards

Social Studies Skills: The student understands and applies reasoning
skills to conduct research, deliberate, and form and evaluate
positions through the processes of reading, writing, and

communicating.

Vertical Alignment

Civics: The student understands and applies knowledge of
government, law, politics, and the nation’s fundamental documents
to make decisions about local, state, national, tribal, and
international issues, and to demonstrate thoughtful, participatory
citizenship.

Economics: The student applies understanding of economic

[@\ concepts and systems to analyze decision-making and the
interactions between individuals, households, business, government,

and societies.

[ [ .
&7

& Progression Across Grades

Geography: The student uses a spatial perspective to make

@ reasoned decisions by applying the concept of location, region, and
_"Q'_ B H ld P - L - movement, and demonstrating knowledge of how geographic
ul S on rior Learni ng features and human cultures impact environment.

individuals, and themes of local, Washington state, tribal, United
States, and world history in order to evaluate how history shapes
the present and future.

= History: The student understands and applies knowledge of
G/‘ En sures S kl “ Deve IO p ment historical thinking, chronology, eras, turning points, major ideas,

s Washington Office of Superintendent of
was In%‘ton PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

STATE LEARNING STANDARDS
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Horizontal Alignment

 enables teachers to use information about students’
Assessment for knowledge, understanding and skills to inform their teaching
Learning « teachers provide feedback to students about their learning
and how to improve

* involves students in the learning process where they
Assessment as monitor their own progress, ask questions and practise skills

» students use self-assessment and teacher feedback to

J Consistency Within Grades Learning reflect on their learning, consolidate their understanding

and work towards learning goals

' Aligns Instruction & Assessment

Assessment of » assists teachers to use evidence of student learning to
. assess student achievement against learning goals
Leammg and standards

' Equal Learning Experiences
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HGSS STANDARDS ALIGNMENT TOOLKIT
INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDANCE

History, Government, and Social Studies (HGSS)
Content and Skills Planning Tool for Unit Planning

(The unit plan of study is designed to assist educators as they intentionally link the Kansas State Department
of Education HGSS Standards with units in the classroom. This is not meant to replace daily lesson
planning. Follow the steps below to complete this unit planning.)

STEP 1: Unit Content (Identify the essential content covered in the unit. For example, The Vietnam Era, Bleeding Ve rt ic al VS H ori Z0 nt al c u rricu Iu m Ali gn ment in Sc h 00 I S

Kansas, regions of Kansas, etc.)

A Practical Guide to Lesson Planning & Curriculum Management

Vertical Alignment Horizontal Alignment
DO OO

STEP 2: Focus Standard (Select the HGSS standard and benchmarks that will inform the instruction for the unit. Your
instruction may change depending on the focus standard selected. Use the HGSS benchmark sentence starters
to aid in building your unit.)

The student will recognize and evaluate ...

The student will analyze the context and draw conclusions about

A wN o

The student will investigate and connect with contemporary issues \/ consistency Within Grades
The student will use their understanding of to make a claim or advance a thesis
using evidence and argument ) ) .
& Progression Across Grades « Aligns Instruction & Assessment
STEP 3: HGSS Supporting Standard(s) (/dentify which HGSS standards will best support the unit. Not all remaining
standards will be utilized) Sioy o . - ’ P
“@- Builds on Prior Learning ' Equal Learning Experiences

@ Ensures Skill Development

STEP 4: Compelling Question(s) (4s compelling questions typically focus on a narrow amount of content, you may
have several compelling questions depending on the scope of the unit. Refer to page 7 of the Classroom-Based
Assessment Toolkit for compelling question ideas.)

STEP 5: Assessment Connections: (How does this unit prepare teachers and students for a classroom-
based assessment?)

Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov | #KansansCan Kansas leads the world in the success Of each student.




HGSS STANDARDS ALIGNMENT TOOLKIT
INSTRUCTIONAL GUIDANCE

Assessing High-Quality Supplemental Materials Supplemental Resource Selection Process

Assessing high-quality curricular materials is important, but all too often, social studies educators need to fill
curricular gaps with supplemental materials. The following checklist has been designed to assist educators in

evaluating and determining if supplemental materials are high-quality and align with HGSS standards, support _ DO eS z—h /S reSO u/fces a//gn Z—O O Ulf

discipline-specific skills, and are grounded in accurate and reliable information.

As more boxes are checked, the likelihood of the supplemental material being high-quality increases. /e arn /ng gO O/S ?

Title of source:

- What resources align to KSDE
[ Does the content of the supplemental material align to at least one of the HGSS Standards. If so, identify which V/S/On Of /—/Q/?

standard the supplemental material most closely aligns. This standard will serve as the focus standard.

SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL CHECKLIST: CRITICAL ELEMENTS

Does the content of the supplemental material align within the grade level suggested Scope and Sequence? DO eS Z'h /S /"eSO UI"CG Supp O/"Z’ //Z'e/"a Cy

Does the supplemental material prioritize inquiry-based learning?

Does the supplemental material prioritize student agency? /’/C/’) /”SZ’/’U CZ’/O/’) ?

Is the content of the supplemental material accurate, reliable, and can the biases be determined?

Does the supplemental material include a variety of Social Studies discipline specific skills?

N O I I

Check all that apply:
[ Historical Thinking (sourcing, contextualization, cause and effect, analysis, close reading, identifying bias.)
[ Historical Research and Writing.

[ Civic Engagement and Civil Dialogue. \

—

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.
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Strengthening Alignment & Instruction Is Never Ending

Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov | #KansansCan

How often do students analyze evidence?
How often do they write?

How often do they investigate compelling
questions?

How often do they use primary sources?

Which standards receive little instructional
time?

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student.




Standards
Alignment

We clearly
communicate what

we want our
students to know

and be able to do.

In Soclal
Studies

Balanced
Assessment
Systems

We use relevant data
to make Instructional
decisions.

in Soclal
Studies

Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov | #KansansCan

High Quality
Instruction

We ensure
instruction reflects
high expectations.

In Soclal
Studies

Kansas leads the world in the success of each student. ; :



A Journey Towards Improvement
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1HHBRKDP6x4Ee5scsdSfOWG-GhKE6mujdlCO1aRgtHQA/edit?tab=t.0

“There are two educations. One should
teach us how to make a living and the
other how to live.”

- John Adams

Kansas State Department of Education | www.ksde.gov | #KansansCan Kansas leads the world in the success Of each student. >
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Adam Topliff

Humanities Program Manager - History, Government & Social Studies
Division of Teaching and Learning

adam.topliff@ksde.gov

The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs and activities and provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies: KSDE General
Counsel, Office of General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.
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