	Read the sentence below.
“The puppy dashed across the yard to catch the ball.”
What does the word dashed mean in this sentence?
A. ran quickly
B. sat down
C. barked loudly
D. walked slowly

	Print 1  2 sided on the short edge.

	Which statement explains one cause of the American Revolution?
A. Colonists opposed taxation without representation.
B. Colonists wanted to adopt British customs.
C. Colonists believed the king needed more power.
D. Colonists asked Parliament to pass more taxes.

	Which expression represents the area of a rectangle with a length of 7 units and a width of 4 units?
A. 7 × 4
B. 7 + 4
C. 7 − 4
D. 7 ÷ 4


	
Why it’s higher quality:
· Accurate and aligned to grade-level standard.
· Distractors are logical and historically plausible.
· No vague wording.

	
Why it’s higher quality:
· Stem written as a complete question.
· All requisite information provided.
· Answer choices in logical order (×, +, −, ÷ is standard operations order).


	
Why it’s higher quality:
· Clear, concise stem.
· Active voice.
· No vague qualifiers.
· One correct answer, plausible distractors.
· No unnecessary visuals.
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Study the diagram showing the movement of water through evaporation and condensation. 

How does the Sun help drive the water cycle? Use evidence from the diagram to support your explanation.

	Explain the water cycle. 


	A baker used 3 ½ cups of sugar on Monday and 2 ¼ cups on Tuesday.
How many cups of sugar did the baker use in all? Show your work.

	The puppy didn’t dash across the yard because it wasn’t tired. What does dash not mean?
A. run
B. sprint quickly
C. jog fast
D. sleep


	
Why it’s higher quality:
· Clear, concise stem with all data.
· Active voice (“Show your work”).
· Appropriate level for DOK 2/3 (depending on rubric).
· No jargon; no unnecessary visuals.

	
Why it’s poor quality:
· Uses negative wording (“doesn’t,” “not”).
· Distractors are unclear (run, sprint, jog = same idea).
· Violates guidance to avoid confusing negation.


	
Why it’s higher quality:
· Visual is relevant, clear, and necessary.
· Stem is complete, active voice, and positive wording.
· Requires students to cite evidence (aligned to standard).
· Could be scored with a clear rubric.

	
Why it’s poor quality:
· No stimulus or required information.
· Too broad; does not assess a specific standard.
· No visuals or text support though the standard requires them.
· No clarity about depth required (could be 1 sentence or a whole essay).


	Which sentence best shows that the main character is upset?
A. “She walked down the hallway.”
B. “She spoke to her friend quietly.”
C. “She slammed her locker shut and wiped her eyes.”
D. “She looked at her schedule before class.”

	Describe how energy moves within an ecosystem. Include details in your response.


	Solve the problem: A rectangle has a perimeter of 32 units. What could the length and width be? Explain your reasoning.

	Which number is a prime number?
A. 9
B. 11
C. 15
D. 21


	
Why it’s poor quality:
· The question is mathematically valid but insufficiently precise:
· Many combinations make a perimeter of 32 units, but the prompt doesn’t clarify expectations (one pair? all pairs? a representation?).
· “What could the length and width be?” results in highly variable answers and inconsistent scoring.
· Lacks clear success criteria or a matching rubric structure.
	
Why it’s poor quality:
· While 11 is prime, the standard often requires students to justify or analyze factors—not simply identify.
· This assessment method may not match the grade-level DOK required (often DOK 2).
· Appears valid, but misaligned to the full intent of the standard.


	
Why it’s poor quality:
· The stem uses vague language (“upset” is broad, not tied to a standard or precise skill).
· The question lacks requisite information (no passage provided).
· Students must infer without context, making the item invalid rather than difficult.

	
Why it’s poor quality:
· The phrase “include details” is vague and does not specify what evidence or components must be addressed.
· Missing clarity about whether students must reference producers, consumers, decomposers, or food chains.
· Not aligned to a specific DOK level; could result in inconsistent scoring.


	Describe one way geography influenced settlement patterns in the region.

	Explain how the author develops the theme in a passage.


	Plants use energy from the Sun to make their own food. During this process, plants take in water through their roots and absorb carbon dioxide from the air. The food they produce helps them grow and stay healthy. Many plants also release a gas into the air as they carry out this process.
What is one product of photosynthesis?
A. carbon dioxide
B. oxygen
C. sunlight
D. water

	

	
Why it’s poor quality:
· The paragraph in the stimulus mentions oxygen in passing, but does not explicitly present it as a product.
· Violates alignment: students must have prior knowledge, not just use the provided information.
· This makes the question appear simple, but it does not match the requirement that stimulus-based items rely on the given text.
	

	
Why it’s poor quality:
· The prompt lacks any map, data table, excerpt, or visual, even though many standards require students to use maps or informational sources.
· The expected response depends on teacher-taught examples rather than evidence from the prompt.
· Without supporting materials, responses will vary widely and be hard to score consistently.

	
Why it’s poor quality:
· A legitimate skill, but no text excerpt or reference is provided though it’s required for evidence-based analysis.
· Without a stimulus, students rely on background knowledge or assumptions.
· Looks rigorous but is invalid due to missing requisite information.




Assessment Card Sort
Open the envelope & lay out the provided assessment questions.
DO NOT UNFOLD THE QUESTIONS
Read each question and organize them into two categories:
HIGHER QUALITY vs. POORER QUALITY
When directed, unfold the questions to check your answers.
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