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Last year, MCP became the darling
of the AI world



















The problem: most agents load all MCP 
tools and their results into context
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But thatʼs a problem of the harness,
not MCP!



Solution 1 Split context into sub-agents 
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Solution 2 Dynamic tool discovery
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Solution 3 Treat tools as code
(code mode)
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…but all these solutions
require effort from the clients!

How are CLIs different?



Agents never load CLIs and their docs 
into context at once, but progressively
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Agents run CLI tools as code by default



Agents know shell by heart



But CLIs are a local black box, with no 
standard auth and transport protocol



How about we use:

MCP for standard 
remote access

CLI for local agent 
interface



Agent can interact with MCP CLI
using single tool: Bash() 
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MCP CLI

MCP SDK for TypeScript

AI agent

MCP server

MCP server

…



Say hello to mcpc 👋 
- the universal CLI client for MCP



mcpc design goals
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● Full MCP support & compatibility
● Lightweight - no LLM, min deps
● Easy to use for agents and humans
●Code mode with --json all the way





Demo 1
Sessions and auth profiles



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1qj6os3bdyqG-871DPMHEpfIzjZVF5S0O/preview


Demo 2
Dynamic tool discovery



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1I5juPHsvwOXVqGqtVyu07v4qEH6wITc3/preview


Demo 3
Async tasks



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1UxsEfmTtW-fHPrtgQcI3fM3pSlh9R2xi/preview


Demo 4
Code mode with --json



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1PHcQoWkrQhEZqOuBn0qO0kWVTWW8KcqA/preview


Supports agentic payments
mcpc x402



MCP proxy for secure sandbox access  
mcpc connect --proxy 



In our tests, mcpc often outperforms 
native CLIs and naive MCP



Final remarks
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● MCP clients lag behind the standard
● Current MCP SDKs are too low-level
● We need an official SDK for shell
● Apify ready to donate mcpc to AAIF
● We can kill the CLI vs. MCP nonsense!



Please give mcpc a try and GitHub star
github.com/apify/mcpc

Jan Curn
@jancurn

http://github.com/apify/mcpc

