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Library of Things: Powered 
By Enthusiasm, Not Dollars



What is a Library of 
Things?



Ferris State University + Food 
Insecurity



Background on Libraries of Things



Goals + Objectives

01

02

03

Provide affordable access to 
high-quality tools and 
equipment 

Promote sustainability by 
reducing the demand for single-
use or seldom-used items 

Help students reduce costs by 
not purchasing these items 
themselves 

04
Address food insecurity by 
providing kitchen implements 
and equipment 

05
Promote collaboration with 
community partners and campus 
stakeholders  

06
Facilitate fun and exploration in 
our aim to create lifelong 
learners 



The Process
Step One: Merit Grant Proposal 
Form
Step Two: Item Spreadsheet
Step Three: Presentation 
Before the Committee
Step Four: Wait
Step Five: Pivot

Ferris Foundation
Merit Grant Process

Our Ask

$5000
Initial Collection 
of

~150 
items



Year Zero Fiscal 2025-26 $750

Year One Fiscal 2026-27 $1,750

Year Two Fiscal 2027-28 $2,500

Year Three Fiscal 2028-29 $1,500

Year Four Fiscal 2029-30 $1,000

Year Five Fiscal 2030-31 $1,000

Pivot to 
Year Zero-
Five Plan



Let’s Get 
Technical 
(Services)



Do You Want 
the LoT 
Tour?



Continued...



Staff Training



Marketing

To
The Torch
Article



Assessment



Hiccups and Hurdles

• Time Delays
• Flat Budgeting
• Underuse
• Change In First-Year 

Programming



The Future
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Q&A


