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Citing AI-Generated Content

Any content generated by an AI tool should be cited.

Appropriate for academic work.

Useful for when the course requires or encourages students 

to begin with AI prompts, or if it teaches ethical AI use 

(e.g., an assignment where students must generate AI 

content and then manually check it for accuracy).

Acknowledging AI 
Use in Research 

and Writing
A more comprehensive and transparent 

statement to disclose how and why AI was 

used, or not used, in research and writing.

Appropriate for academic work, syllabi 

and other course material, and scholarly 

research.

Generally includes:

• Name, version, and/or link to AI tool(s)

• What AI was or will be used to do in the 

research lifecycle (e.g., brainstorming)

• What AI was or will be used to do in the 

writing process (e.g., drafting, grammar)

• What AI was or will NOT be used to do, 

sometimes with reference to institutional 

policies.

Could also include:

• Date AI tool(s) used

• Prompts(s) and/or a link to the chat, 

which would include the original 

prompts and follow-up modifications

• Original output

• Any modifications made manually to the 

original.

Especially important if use of the AI 

tools led to new insights, ideas, themes 

or discoveries in the data.

In Summary

Citing an AI tool is appropriate when 
new content has been generated and 
such generated content is allowed in 
academic work; acknowledging is 
appropriate for any use of AI tools.

Librarians and instructors can model 
ethical AI use in acknowledging how 
tools are used in research, writing, 
and in educational spaces.

Many publishers provide guidance for 
how to disclose and credit the use of AI 
tools in research and writing.

As AI continues to play a significant 
role in higher education, proper citation 
and acknowledgment are essential for 
maintaining transparency and academic 
honesty – and the librarian is vital to 
advise and assist in this process. 

Research Guide

AI Acknowledgement

Microsoft Copilot (Central Michigan 

University license) was used to draft a 

slideshow on May 7, 2025, from an 

original text outline composed by Rebecca 

Hill Renirie. The content was edited 

extensively for several publications in 

2025 and 2026, most recently revised and 

condensed for poster presentation on May 

7, 2026.
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