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Agenda
What is AI? Why care? 
How to spot AI in images
(art, photographs, video)
and writing 

Examples to practice
with

Red flags when looking at
purchasing books 
Group discussion on what
this might mean for your
library



What is AI?
the difference between generative AI and other

applications, such as assistive AI (i.e. SIRI) or predictive AI
(inventory managment)

There is NO THINKING for AI, it is only mathematical equations

AI companies would like you to think we are close to “strong” or
general artificial intelligence, but we aren’t. 



Environmental concerns 
Copyright and privacy concerns  
Makes things up - “hallucinations”
Will always try to appease the prompter
Biased original sources - “garbage in, garbage out” 
Human labor issues - fewer graduate student hires

Why current genAI is not
great for society



Why current AI is not great for society

https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2025/07/chatgpt-ai-self-mutilation-satanism/683649/
https://apnews.com/article/chatbot-ai-lawsuit-suicide-teen-artificial-intelligence-9d48adc572100822fdbc3c90d1456bd0
https://apnews.com/article/electricity-prices-data-centers-artificial-intelligence-fbf213a915fb574a4f3e5baaa7041c3a
https://www.vox.com/24141648/ai-ebook-grift-mushroom-foraging-mycological-society
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/national-drought-group-meets-to-address-nationally-significant-water-shortfall
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c309y25prnlo


Why care if someone uses
AI for a cool story or

image?

“[Art is] Any human activity which doesn’t grow out of
either of our species’ two basic instincts: survival and
reproduction... because of its independence from our
evolution-bred instincts, art is the way we assert our
identities and break out of the narrow roles nature cast us
in.” (McCloud, 1994, pp. 164 & 166).



Why care?

By using AI, you are a consumer rather than a participant 
You are giving a company the ability to think for you
Creativity requires making mistakes for improvement
Why waste your time on something that someone couldn’t be
bothered to spend their time on?

“in an era plagued by loneliness, alienation, and a thinning sense of the real, we
should be wary of anything that further erodes our capacity for human connection”

- Reinhart



DISCUSSION
Time to chat! Turn to someone near you:

Have you encounter AI in your job? 
Was your experience:

Positive? 
Negative?

Have you had complaints about the
quality of your materials from patrons?



Spotting AI slop in IMAGES
#1 Rule: Does this feel right? 

(sorry surrealists)



Does this feel right? 



Photographs
Are the physics right?

Horizon lines 
Reflections
Lighting & shadows
Repeating motifs

Look closer:
Backgrounds 
Elements embedded
realistically? Edges
too sharp / too
smooth
Yellow filter



Look closely at:
Is the Anatomy correct?
fingers
wisps of hair 
wrinkles 
body proportions

Clothing - lapels, collars,
buttons, seams, wrinkles

HUMANS - 
Does it feel
UNCANNY?



Tips for Illustrations

ASK YOURSELF: 
Why would a person

make this artistic
choice?



Videos Aka “deep Fakes”

NPR Link

https://www.npr.org/2025/11/30/nx-s1-5610951/fake-ai-videos-slop-quiz


Link

Videos Aka “deep Fakes”

https://youtu.be/jNobks8X64A?si=u5hSRjj7o5nJQ0Nh


It’s not just the pictures . . .

skelotan. (2026, January 20). Drawing a comic a day until I have a
steady art career #20. https://www.tumblr.com/

ravingcactus/807365616019324928



AI Detectors don’t work
Also IP/privacy concerns with putting
anyone’s work through these programs

Compare with the person’s previous writing
Look for leftovers of GenAI: “I’m sorry, I can’t
do that...”  “I’ve rewritten...”
Unnecessary encouragement/enthusiasm 
Lists/headings/heavily structured writing style
Lack of unique content

Tips for General Writing 

Mack, M.B. (2025, May 23). Fantasy author called out for using AI after
leaving prompt in published book: ‘So embarrassing’. The Latin Times.

Retrieved April 23, 2026. https://www.latintimes.com/fantasy-author-
called-out-using-ai-after-leaving-prompt-published-book-so-

embarrassing-583727

https://www.latintimes.com/fantasy-author-called-out-using-ai-after-leaving-prompt-published-book-so-embarrassing-583727


Academic Writing & Figures

Check the references! Do they exist?
Omission of important information
What is the publisher’s policy on
GenAI in writing and/or peer
review? 



Tips for Creative Writing

Excellent grammar but...
Bland tone overall: No ability to stress the important part of
the text and boring narrative flow
Lack of an author’s “voice”
Repetitive use of: “X, Y and then Z” and “It’s not X, it’s Y”
Limited context window: The longer the text, the more likely
AI is to mess up, it can’t remember

As the AI-written Reddit post said: “One of these per
chapter is a stylistic choice. Twenty-five per chapter is

a nervous breakdown formatted as literature.” 

https://www.reddit.com/r/WritingWithAI/comments/1s16lzm/how_to_tell_if_your_prose_has_been_haunted_by_a/


Buying Books for the library
We don’t want to waste our space, time, & money!



Buying Books For the library
Things to consider before you hit “Purchase”

Cover 

Is it an AI-generated cover?

If they couldn’t bother having a human design their cover, there’s a good

chance that AI was used in the creation of the text.

Author 

Are author names listed? Or an organization’s?

What kind of bibliography do they have?

What kind of credentials do they have? 

Do they exist?





Buying Books For the library
Things to consider before you hit “Purchase”

Publisher 

Is it a reputable & active publisher, or do they only print one kind of book

from one author or group? 

Self-published (not all are AI, but it’s worth doing more investigating).

Publishing history 

Did the same author release similar titles within days/weeks of each

other?

Any promotions of the material?

Page count

Does page count make zero sense?



Buying Books For the library
Things to consider before you hit “Purchase”

Reviews

Are there any reviews?

Is there only one review (probably from the author)?

Are all of the reviews 5 stars?

Content

Is it essentially a just summary?

Cost

Is it cheaper than it should be?

Research costs money, therefore well researched books aren’t cheap.



Examples ON AMAZON

Link to Lord of the Rings
Author who uses AI generated
images for covers
Link to The Sickness Unto Death

https://www.amazon.com/Unforgettable-Story-LORD-RINGS/dp/B0DYG97BFN/ref=sr_1_53?crid=2ELMHJGIR7H6U&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.EB87iLrxvQW6sJ_DKSmdw7Cc0iZ86WBjtJu65wtdUSiqGJdKh65PRoe4CG1aKHGGn9R4vfdZoCjZfmn9CzUFraniWEP1MvSg4zWdZJoU61apLDA7-9ptKaqJuzR0RsjrYFlIqJTbWMitWpXZhO5FaC7fgj3Z1J-rSHsfpvde6uq1LzLjDFKuIHl7kUo1IBX6PxMd_EolIUfdOM0SuQ2v7aTWSZ9tYrefTykqEXu8XD-hu3GGPQeAaYH-u4PadGCM9YZY2-sTanI23hvdRzNvkSoe0u7DdGm8d9EERZd6AOk.xZKjVTZw3aKzcfrXtFpkbZx3IMF6vQYmnHvP-MCkKlA&dib_tag=se&keywords=lord+of+the+rings+book&qid=1754927303&sprefix=lord+of+the+rings+book%2Caps%2C115&sr=8-53
https://www.amazon.com/stores/Amanda-Bremen/author/B0FKH44LXV
https://www.amazon.com/stores/Amanda-Bremen/author/B0FKH44LXV
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0F3JZKFK9?ref_=dbs_m_mng_rwt_calw_tkin_9&storeType=ebooks


Dangerous Genres
I

Self-help
Care & maintenance
Isekai & lit-RPG
Romance
Summaries of popular books 
Bios of famous people who aren’t rich
“Inspired”
Children’s everything



MARC Record Check!
653 _ 6 $a AI-generated text. 
655 : AI art. $2 aat
100s & 700s : “creator” “contributor”
730: $i Related work: $a DeepL
500s : “Machine translated using Google Translate,
DeepL and edited by Tim ...  Flaming”

For AI-generated records: 588 & 883 for data provenance,
PCC has a document on recommended protocols



Oops I bought AI-slop
What to do now?

Cry/vent

Put in AI jail

Try to return

Make a fuss at vendors

review the work for incorrect

elements

put it at the bottom of the

stack of other things you have

to catalog



Hoopla
Hoopla  “proactively ask[s]
our content partners for
clear identification of AI-
generated materials”
They do reject titles based
on quality or AI concerns
Based in library choice
Offers the option to block
out all titles tagged “AI-
generated”



Libby
GenAI used in “Inspire Me”
feature
Not tagging OR removing AI
generated content
There has been a backlash -
“Say No to AI in Libraries”

https://about.libbyapp.com/policies/artificial-intelligence


DISCUSSION
Incorrect information is NOT what we want... 

not experts in every field
don’t have time to read books
humans are frequently wrong (whether writing or judging)

Take 5-10 minutes in groups to discuss these questions:

How much time do
we spend on trying
to figure out if it is

AI or not? 

How do we
keep up
with the

ever-
changing

landscape?  

Is it even
possible to

write a
policy? 

Is it
censorship? 



References 

TinyURL for References:
https://tinyurl.com/yn9wrd38



thank you
Natasha Finnegan nefinnegan@salisbury.edu

Sara Wheatley sewheatley@salisbury.edu

Emily Zerrenner egzerrenner@salisbury.edu
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