Journey to Becoming Sustainable Libraries Initative Certified

Melissa A. King, MLS | Flower Hill Elementary School
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Orverall, the SLCP provides libraries with an award-winning, comprehensive community of practice that includas exclusive resources and
support to help them achieve certification. Achieving certification through the SLCP can help to differentiate a library and showcase its
commitment to sustainability, this can be a valuable tool to help the library to gain recognition and support from its community,

For pricing information, click here. Already have your invoice? Pay here

Library Systems >
Public Libraries > School Librarians >

Created Google Documents for Each Area of

the Application and Added Documentation

C.1 Professional Relationships

Description

Develop professional relationships and practices with district, building, and community
pariners (community memibers, local businesses. cultural organizations, public, academic,
special ibraries, and ofher school libraries) *required*

In Practice
= Setup monthly meetings with your administrator
» Aftend BOE meetings
» Develop a ibrary council with school and public library representatives
e [nvite outside partnérs 1o the school Rbrary
« Create a calendar of events that includes mutually beneficial partnerships between
the school library and the broader community
= Make oufreach a regular and common part of the program

Evidence
2024-2025 School Year

= Regular communication with school adminisirators, in-person, and via email
= Monthly newsletter emaled 10 parénts along with régular communication
throughout the school year
= Periodically atiend Board of Educafion meefings, typically in suppor of cur teacher
union and related issues
= Flower Hill ES PTA
= Reflections A Program Chai
= Stafl haison
= Pediodically attend Board of Education meelings, typically in support of our leacher
union and related issues
= Partner with several community organizations:
= Conservation Nation
= Gaithersburg Public Library
= lzaak Yalton League SalfWaich
= MNaluwre Forward
= Reynolds Foundabon
= University of Maryland SHAP-Ed Program
= Shared annual end-of-year report with school administrators and School Library

Signed up and Completed the
ALA-SLI Course:
Librarianship: Core Competencies

and Practices
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CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

Next Logical Certification After Achieving
Maryland Green Schools Recognition in 2023

“The Maryland Green Schools program
empowers educators to incorporate

meaningful environmental literacy into
their curriculum, fostering a sense of
shared responsibility for the places we
live, learn, and play. The program teaches
future generations to evaluate the impact
of human choices, develop real-world
solutions, and take meaningful action to
reduce environmental harm.”

www.maeoe.org

Strengths in my Library Program
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Flower Hill Elementary School
18435 Flower Hill Way
Gaithersburg, MD 20871

From our website: Diips i montgomaryscheolsmd eratschools Mowerhiles’

About Our School

Flowar Hill Elemantary School is located on Flower Hill Way, a residantial thoroughtara linking
Woadfield Road (Maryland Route 124) with Snouffer Schos Road in Gaithersburg, Maryland,

17 mibes northwast of Washington, D. C

Flowaes Hill Elementary School opened in Seplember 1925, By 1987, the enroliment grisw 1o 924
students, requining the use of 14 portable classrooms. Today, the school's total enroliment of
approximatety 450 studems, Pre-K OGN grade S, includes INfee rasource rooms for chidren

recemn g Special Education sarvices and threa portable classrooms.

The student popalation is racially, aconomically, and educationally diverse. The student

population ks approximately T.6% white, 25.7% African-American, 9.8% Aslan-American and

53.9% Hespanic. The student mobility rate is 32.3%. Al is giearsity enrichies e school
community and gives students, parents, and staff on-going exposure to a vaniety of expeniances

for educational growih
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Media Program leadership

2025.2026 School Year, plan to:

throughout the schood year

union and related issues
= Pariner with several COmmunity ofganz ations:
= Consarvalion Nation
= Gaithersburg Public Library
= lzaak YWalton League SalfWalch
= Mature Foreard
= Reynolds Foundation

Program leadership

* Regularty communicale with school administralors, in-person and via emad
= Monthly newsletier emalded 1o parents along with régular communication

= Periodically attend Board of Education meefings, typicaily in suppor of cur teacher

= Share end-of-year report with school administrators and School Library Media

Melissa King

Sustainable Librarianship: Core Competencies and Practices

April 5, 2025

Involving My School Community

Sustainability & Compliance

Conquering Food Waste

Snap-Education Lesson
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Schools MCPS Program

Mantgomery Co Public Schaols

Sustainability & Compliance

Examples of our Sustainable
Library Work

Created a Website to Serve as My Porfolio

Home Introduction Section A: Community Partner...

Section B: FHES Learning Envi... Section C- Building Relationshi...

Environmental Sustainability

Flower Hill ES
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Maryland Green School

Sustainable Libraries Initiative (SLI) Certification Documentation | 2024-2025
Melissa A. King, MLS - School Library Media Specialist

SLI Mission
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Libraries
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Empowering library leaders to advance environmentally sound, socially
equitable, and economically feasible practices to intentionally address
.,% climate change and co-create thriving communities.
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MCPS Sustainability Poster Contest

SaltWatch
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Green Team *

The National Clima

Flower Hill ES | 2024
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Earth Morrth - April 2025
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Earth Month

SUsTAINABLE JIBRARIES TNITIATIVE

Dove into the four
Areas of the Certification

A. Teach for Learning
B. Build the Learning Environment
C. Empower Learning Through Leadership
D. Final Reflection and Presentation

SCAN ME

Achieved Certification - December 2025
First School Librarian in Maryland
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PUBLIC LIBRARIES

5% THE CREATIVE LIBRARY

WHERE FALCONS IMAGINE, EXPLORE, CREATE, AND SOAR!
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Cabeterm with Room 29 with ML Trasis Payne Madia Center with
Magde Bobalvarea-Ochoa kars. Melizaa Ming

FAMILY AFTERNOON

Friday, December 27, 2-4 p.m.
at Gaithersburg Library

MARYLAND
SNAP-ED

Drop in anytime from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. to listen to books, see local student art, and get creative
with cozy crafts and activities inspired by Peter H. Reynolds's book, Our Table,

Gaithersburg Library is teaming up again with FableVision Learning and Flower Hill Elermentary Ma kin g Our G T.e e n H e a rt S Pr O u d

School for a special edition of our Library Open House event for students and their families!

Flower Hill Elementary School in Gaithersburg is not only a Maryland Green School—an
important achievement in its own right—it's home to the first school librarian in the state
to complete the Sustainable Library Certification Program.

For children in preschool through
5Sth grade and their families.

Melissa King was recently honored by the Sustainable

Library Initiative, a community of library leaders focused

on climate change and resiliency. for the many ways

she supports her students—from helping set the stage

for learning with positive affirmations to partnering .

on hands-on lessons delivered by Nature Forward's "She went from

GreenKids team. being new to the

King's recagnition is a win for the larger community. Ma ryfa nd Green
Sustainability benefits everyone, and through her story,
King serves as a wonderful testament to the impact of

Mature Forward’s GreenKids program. Jeff Chandler, to becoming

Sustainable
Libraries B My dashboard B My form @ Log out
Initiative

HOME ABOUT US GET INVOLVED PARTICIPANTS EVENTS RESOURCES CONTACT US DOMNATE .

Name: Melissa A. King
Location: Gaithersburg, Maryland
Membership: SLCP School Librarian

For Immediate Release

School librarian Melissa King fosters a love of learning about the

environment in her students and helps them build environmental
literacy skills through partnerships, immersive programming, and
experiential learning.

December 12, 2025

School process

- : _' - : 'ff - Educatar, have worked with Kingcge:dnﬁ:rssﬂ::r::n{;:‘: f’h::;?:rtlir:r:gﬁ;:::?:isetz:d a leader who igi joini i
- ﬁ/ L /ﬁ] riees. AriIS3 fany SHEr AV TIngS brings others Originally joining the Sustainable School Librarian Melissa King is Certified Sustainable
%@ ﬂ Piease contact Galthershurg Library af 240-773-9490 af Ieast five lEL‘-E" n-nl‘[m'[! L MC W Gy ' Y Library Certification Prugran:i The Sustainable Libraries Initiative recognizes School Library Media Specialist Melissa King as a leader in sustainability.
| AL s days prior to the event to request reasonable accommadations. “JMFPL PBLE LBRIRES Jeff and Gina have been such an inspiration to me and incredibly supportive of my afoﬂ g I:SLCP} to supporl.‘ the school's
desire to keep learning,” King said. "They have been exceptionally warm and inviting to GINA GHERTNER, status as a Maryland Green School,
my students, Because Gina is bilingual, she’s been able to connect with some of my GREENKIDS LEAD EDUCATOR Melissa sponsors the Flower Hill

Elementary School Green Team
and introduces sustainability topics
in fun and innovative ways.

school's multilingual learners in ways | cannot. Seeing my students” faces light up when
she speaks to thern in Spanish is simply beautiful”

Gina’s face lights up too, especially when she talks about her work connecting students in
aur region to the natural world that is close to them. "Watershed Waste Solutions was one
of the most meaningful lessons we explored together at Flower Hill,” Ghertner said. "We
extended that learning by walking with students to their local creek, where they conducted
a stream study and saw firsthand how their actions affect the health of their watershed.”

As part of the Green Team's work,
her students conduct campus-
cleanups; manage a pollinator
garden; build and monitor bluebird
boxes; monitor water samples
from a neighborhood pond;
harvest lettuce grown in their
garden as part of the Nature
Forward's Salad Science Program,
combining the fresh greens with a
rainbow of fruits and veggies, and
having a Salad Party, among other
learning activities.

Each year, Mature Forward's Greenkids program reaches more than 12,000 students
in grades K-12. GreenKids has helped more than 70 schools in Montgomery and
Prince George's Counties become Maryland Green Schools, where students engage
in outdoor learning and environmental action

"Mature is magical and motivating,” Ghertner said. “We see children go from not wanting to
touch wiggly worms to embracing them. Melissa is a great example, too. She went from being
new to the Maryland Green School process to becoming a leader who brings others along.”

King calls the library the heart of the school, adding: "Everything we do touches students
and staff in some way. Just as a pebble tossed into water creates ripples, what my
students are learning and doing will expand outward=helping the world become a more
sustainable place.”

Help create those ripples. Donate today: https://give.natureforward.org/ . ) . : = = . _ _
give/413799/#!/donation/checkout. Suffolk County, NY -December 12, 2025 - School Library Media Specialist Melissa King of Flower Hill Elementary Schoal in Gaithersburg,

Maryland has been designated a "Certified Sustainable School Librarian” through the Sustainable Libraries Initiative's award-winning

Hands-on, experiential learning
opportunities create an atmosphere
for her students to develop lifelong
skills and love for the natural world.
One notable program was the Emma
and the Bees bilingual book walk from
Syncretic Press in which Melissa set
up in the school's courtyard. The
book walk was donated to
Montgomery County Public Schools
Outdoor Education Department by
Conservation Nation. To enhance the
experience, Melissa also reached out
to a local beekeeper that provided
honey for tasting and some
equipment to demonstrate
beekeeping.

Sustainable Library Certification Program (SLCP).

School librarian Melissa King fosters a love of learning about the environment in her students and helps build life-long sustainability
literacy skills through partnerships, immersive programming, and experiential learning.

Melissa is a certified Environmental Educator through the Maryland Association for Enwvironmental and Qutdoor Education (MAEQE). As

greenkids

BY NATURE FORWARD

the sponsor for the Flower Hill Elementary School Green Team, she tock the lead on the campus becoming a certified Maryland Green
School, which was achieved in May 2023.

‘The Sustainable Libraries Certification Program asks us to specifically look at how the library can help guide and positively affect the
efficiency of the building and conservation efforts of the staff and students, and also how the librarian is guiding collaboration with
classroom teachers and community partners,” said Melissa. “The SLCP has reminded me of the importance of collaborations, and how my
efforts to connect my students with a variety of learning experiences has benefitted them, our school, and ultimately the world.”

Melissa starts each lesson with mindfulness and positive affirmations to foster a sense of purpose and belonging in her students.

Also important are the partnerships o . ) " il
Program topics have included salad science, pollinator gardens, water guality testing, campus cleanups, bluebird boxes, and a food

Melissa has formed with local
organizations to bring additional
resources to her students of all ages
on the topics of nature, agriculture,
wildlife, mindfulness, sustainability
and energy conservation.

recovery program.

Also important are the partnerships Melissa has formed with local organizations to bring additional resources to her students of all ages
on the topics of nature, agriculture, wildlife, mindfulness, sustainability, and energy conservation.

Melissa is the first schoel librarian in Maryland to complete the Sustainable Library Certification Program: an award-winning
benchmarking system designed to provide public libraries, academic libraries, library systems, and school librarians with exclusive

resources and guidelines to shift towards a cleaner, greener, and more equitable future.

"Congratulations to Melissa King on achieving Sustainable Library certification!” said Melissa's mentor and fellow certified school librarian
Anne-Marie Kalin. “Her dedication to this important work, coupled with her innovative use of Google Sites to document and showcase

. . these efforts, exemplifies the forward-thinking leadership our profession needs. Well done, Melissa!”
Have a great idea you're proud of? Fill out the form linked below to submit
your idea for future editions of the newsletter!

For more information, please view Melissa's sustainability website here or reach out to SLI staff by emailing sliadmin@suffolknet.org.
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Emma and the Bees StoryWalk
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