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The Closeted Witch:
Textiles, Colors, and 

Accoutrements for a Magical and 
Purposeful Wardrobe



Close your 
eyes and 
imagine 

your 
current 
closet…

Let us 
begin…



Look at a clothing tag…

Look at your neighbors 
tag…

with consent





WE
NEED
TO
KNOW
THIS!



Generational Ignorance



Textile
s



Texere

Thread of life

The fabric of life

The tapestry of life

Cut from the same cloth

Hanging by a thread

Dyed in the wool

One thread short of a jumper

Unravel a mystery

Homespun argument

Wind it up

Coming apart at the seams

Follow the thread of an 

argument

Shoddy work

Twit

Spinning a yarn



Every Religion and Region Has a Myth, 
Fable, or God/dess Associated With 

Textile Crafts
Greece

Theseus and Ariadne

Penelope

Clotho Atropos      
Lachesis

Moirae (Fates)



Every Religion and Region Has a Myth, 
Fable, or God/dess Associated With 

Textile Crafts

Incan - Mama Ocllo Chinese - Zhinü



Every Religion and Region Has a Myth, 
Fable, or God/dess Associated With 

Textile Crafts

Norse - Frigg(a) Ghana - Anansi the Spider Celts - Brigantia



Most religions have a garment of some 
kind that shows the world a little of 
what they believe, even if it’s only worn 
ceremonially.



Clothing is Political and anyone who says its 
not is either lying or doesn’t know any better.

***Trigger warning for some of the 

following political images.***



Cockade 
in the 
colors of 
the 
Central 
Powers 
Austria-
Hungary 
and 
Germany, 
1914, 
WWI

Civil War Era (1861-1865)  New 
York Irish Brigade Cockade.

Cockade: typically pinned to the lapel, sashes, or at the hatband.

French Revolution (1792-1802): red, 
white, blue
Irish supporting the French 
Revolution: Green

Jacobite White Cockade: Showed 
support for “Bonnie” Prince 
Charles (Particularly 1745)

Spanish-
American 
War (1898)

Lincoln 
mourning 
cockade 
with 
ferrotype at 
center 
(1865)

British
Suffrage
Movement



British Suffrage Movement Colors American Suffrage Movement Colors

(This image has 
been color 
enhanced)

Politics and Use of Color



(2017) Wearing White 
to the State of the Union



(2017) Pink Pussy Hat 
Movement



(2010) The Red Dress Project



Red Hats



Keffiyeh



(1960s) The Black Panther 
Movement



(2014, 2020) Basketball, 
Politics, Eric Garner, and 
George Floyd



(2021) Biden Inauguration: Michelle Obama in a plum 
colored pant suit, Jill Biden’s dress and coat with all 50 
state flowers embroidered.

(1953) Queen Elizabeth II 
Coronation Dress with something 
from every country in the British 
Empire at the time. 

Political “Inclusivity” Public Statements 
in Dress



History of how clothing was 
made before industrial 

revolution



Cellulose 
Fibers 
● Earth Magic

● Location of the plant or deity

● Connecting to the land

● Connecting to the season



Protein 
Fibers ● Animal Magic

● Location of the animal or deity

● Connecting to the land

● Connecting to the season



The Process from Plant/Animal to 
Textile



Textile Terms

Flax Breaker Carding 
Brushes

Combing…combs Drop Spindle

Spinning Wheel Loom(s)
Shuttle



Textile Terms



Manmade Fibers 
● Cost effective and used to mimic  cellulose 

and protein fibers and/or to reinforce them

● Used most often in modern times

● Natural/ Synthetic Polymers

● Inorganic Fibers



Start Popping Tags*

*But, sage and wash before wearing



Making your wardrobe 
Couture
● Couture

● Eco-Couture

● Personalization

● One of a Kind



Color
s



Color Types and Terms to Know



Color Types and Terms to Know



Clothing used to be so colorful…



Loss of Color in the World



Use of colors outside magical practices



Use of colors inside magical practices



Metal
s



Gold



Silver



Mixing Metals & Materials



Accoutrement
s





Costumes and the Stories They Can Tell









In Closing…


