Tikkun HaYam: Repair the Sea

The natural world left alone has no plastic, no trash, no oil, no human made waste. By doing what we can to clean up the natural world around us, we can better appreciate how precious it is.

The days between RH and YK are days of making right, of cleaning up the messes we make, in our relationships with others and with God. 

The next step is tikkun olam- cleaning up the literal messes we make in God’s world. 

Sukkot is a time of embracing the natural world. We are instructed to view the stars, to experience the rain, to allow the breezes and air to surround us. We can prepare for nature when we repair the nature!

Setting up a Reverse Tashlich Event


1. Choose a date and time (the “official” date for Reverse Tashlich 2026 is Sunday, September 6. This is the Sunday before RH.
a. Plan for one and a half to two hours.
2. Choose a location
b. It can be your own school grounds, but it’s best if near water
b. It can be combined with tashlich (do not use bread or other food products- use pebbles or pine cones or other natural found items!)
3. Register  your team on the website to get publicity and resources, publicize within your community
c. Spend time familiarizing yourself with the Golden Dashboard *optional
c. Ask participants to register *optional


0. Be sure to give clear instructions to participants: parking, dress (closed toe shoes are a must), and any information regarding the terrain and any difficulty for handicap access
1. Plan for any service; print out readings, choose verses or songs
2. Procure supplies:
b. Many towns and cities provide cleanup equipment for you
· Buckets for heavier items
· Black trash bags
· Disposable gloves
· Grabbers
· Hand sanitizer or wipes for afterwardsAdvertise to get attention
· A first aid kit, water, etc.
0. Consider downloading Debris Tracker to contribute data on the cleanup, or print out the paper data sheets found on the website

Day of your event:


1. Remember to take before and after photos!
2. Start with any service, readings, songs, or other inspiration for the event.
3. Go over safety briefing and any rules
c. Where to go and not go
c. How to handle dangerous litter
c. Buddy system or other means of keeping track
4. Hand out supplies
5. Give clear instructions regarding what to do with the trash at the end of the event
6. Bring a luggage scale and weigh the haul so you can compare it next year
7. Make sure all trash is disposed of properly
8. Upload data and photos to the website/app afterwards
9. Celebrate your achievement and plan for the next cleanup event!


