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Running FreeBSD on a modern laptop



   Who here has run FreeBSD on a server, desktop, or laptop?

   Be honest, who got stuck right after the install?



I'm Deb Goodkin, Executive Director of the FreeBSD Foundation.
My background is firmware engineering in storage. I'm not a kernel developer.

I wasn't a daily FreeBSD desktop user before this.



FreeBSD is 
Everywhere

Used by Sony, Apple, Netflix, NetApp, Juniper



The Problem Wasn't Installing FreeBSD.
It was what came 

after.

Every time I installed FreeBSD, it felt like a mountain. 

I'd get stuck on what to do next.

It was also time-consuming, and this wasn't my day job.

Work, running, dinner, sleep, life always took over.



The Journey



Unboxing Day!



This time, I didn’t just install FreeBSD.
I created a system for learning and success.

What Made This 
Time Different

Clear goal: FreeBSD as my daily driver

Daily habit: 10 minutes minimum

Accountability: post the journey on LinkedIn



Some Things Just Worked!
Some of the “It Just Worked” 
moments for me were:

Installed the KDE desktop and it worked! 
There's a new desktop installer coming in 15.1.

Wireless Mouse w/ a USB dongle worked instantly

Touchscreen worked



The Small Things
Matter

Wi-Fi Failure

I skipped setting the date and time. 

So, I couldn't update the firmware or install the latest Wi-Fi 

drivers. So, I had no Wi-Fi, which broke a chain of other things.

Lesson: Small things matter more than you think.



I ran into issues. I asked for help:
forums, mailing lists, Reddit, Facebook, and 
Discord. People want to help.

Things Didn't Always 
Just Work.

Setbacks can be frustrating, but they are also 
opportunities to learn and grow.



WHAT TO DO NEXT (SYSTEMS)
 I asked myself: how do I actually use my computer on a typical workday?

• Documents · Email · Browser

• Video calls · Printing · External monitor



Boot Environments
• Key to learning and experimenting!

• Try something and revert if it fails!



For me, that's meetings.

• Zoom: failed at first. Eventually got it working.

• Headset: worked.

• Webcam: worked, once I learned how to enable it.

• Google Meet:  works.

• Teams: partially works.

A daily driver only counts if 
you can do the day-to-day 



TONS OF RESOURCES TO LEARN FROM

 FreeBSD Handbook ChatGPT prompt

I stopped trying to learn everything… and started learning what I needed, when I needed it.



https://www.freebsd.org/


THE BIGGER REALIZATION + 
LESSONS LEARNED

You don't have to be deeply technical

Failure is part of the process. You learn from mistakes.

Develop your own system that will break down and simplify the steps 
to be successful. It's your own journey.

This wasn't just a FreeBSD journey. It changed how I approach 
learning.





Go Take 
the First 
Step!



Resources

Absolute FreeBSD — by Michael W. Lucas  The Design and Implementation of the 
FreeBSD Operating System – by Marshall 
McKusick, George Neville-Neil, Robert Watson  

Getting Started with FreeBSD — FreeBSD 
Foundation 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0776JKXNR
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00O56CFEE

