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Hi, I’m Katharine. 
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Collaborative Classroom is a mission-driven, nonprofit organization 

committed to ensuring that all students become readers, writers, 

and thinkers who learn from, care for, and respect one another.
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•

What would make this time together a success? 
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• Explore why there is a need for urgency when it comes to addressing 

the needs of adolescent readers

• Examine what skills adolescents might be missing and the 

instructional techniques for closing these gaps

• Explore how we can create the conditions for success

Our Goals
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Reading Science Considerations for Middle and High School Literacy 
Intervention



Some may have been relying on compensatory strategies 

such as memorization of words, appearing successful in 

beginning word reading, but struggling when 

memorization becomes inefficient in later grades as they 

encounter more complex words and texts. 

Reading Science Considerations for Middle and High School Literacy Intervention 

 Stephanie Petricone-Turchetta
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The current system is designed around the 
assumption that all students are fluent decoders by 

third grade which ignores the complexity of 
late-emerging reading difficulties. 
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“However, it is important for those implementing intervention 

frameworks at the secondary level to note that reading 

difficulties not apparent during the early years of schooling can 

emerge in the middle and high school years, despite 

comprehensive primary-grade screening and interventions”.

Reading Science Considerations for Middle and High School Literacy Intervention 

 Stephanie Petricone-Turchetta



© Collaborative Classroom

What’s New? 

• Foundations of 
Literacy standards

• An emphasis on 
student mastery of 
these standards

The South Carolina College and Career Ready ELA Standards

What does this mean 
for older readers? 

• “If students are not 
prepared to master 
grade-level 
indicators, educators 
should refer to 
previous grade-level 
skills for guidance 
and instructional 
support.” 

What does this mean 
for educators? 

• Consideration of 
evidence-based 
interventions and 
how they will be 
used to support 
students who have 
not mastered 
foundational skills is 
essential. 
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Institute of Education Sciences 
Providing Reading Interventions 

for Students in Grades 4–9

bit.ly/WYpracticeguides
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IES Practice Guide Recommendations
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Alignment to Evidence-Based Practice
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Supporting Secondary Educators

Create the 

Conditions
Strategic 

Scheduling

High Quality 

Curricula & 

Resources

Instructional 

Coaching

Ongoing, Ever-Evolving Capacity Building
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Step 1: Determine the Starting Point
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Diagnostic Imperative
Turn & Talk:

What diagnostic tools are 
educators using in your schools 

now? What successes and 
challenges are you experiencing? 



“Studies of middle school reading intervention have 

demonstrated that decoding is a statistically significant 

predictor of reading comprehension” (Miciak et al., 

2014; Oslund et al., 2018). 

Reading Science Considerations for Middle and High School Literacy Intervention 
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Single consonants

Short vowels

Consonant digraphs

Consonant blends

Long vowels

R-controlled vowels

Complex vowels

Inflectional endings

jog

shut

black

think

skate

bright

thirst

pointed

shining

Open vs. closed syllables

Schwa

Prefixes and suffixes

Common word roots

furnace

relative

humidity

maintenance

synchronized

Determining a Student’s Starting Line

Short-Vowel Decoding Complex-Vowel Decoding Polysyllabic Decoding

“If students are not prepared to master grade-level indicators, educators should 
refer to previous grade-level skills for guidance and instructional support.”- p. 17, SC 

ELA Standards



Step 2: Systematic, Explicit, & Respectful Instruction
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Important Definitions

Systematic phonics teaches a set of useful sound/spelling 
relationships in a clearly defined, carefully selected, logical 
instructional sequence (Armbruster et al. 2001). 

Explicit instruction refers to lessons in which concepts are clearly 
explained and skills are clearly modeled, without vagueness or 
ambiguity. 
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True or False?

Researchers are in agreement about the 
order, or sequence, in which to introduce 

sound/spelling correspondence.
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A program should introduce a set of sound/spellings 
that occur most commonly in words.  Although 
there are hundreds of different sound/spellings for 
English phonemes, only the most useful ones are 
important enough to warrant instruction

Scope
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A program should introduce high-utility sound/spellings 
early in the sequence. 

This enables students to begin reading words as soon as 
possible.

Example:

/m/ m and /a/a 

Before

 /j/ j, /y/y, /ks/x, or /z/z.

Sequence
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A program’s sequence should progress from simple to 
more complex sound/spellings. 

Example:

Single consonants and short vowels 

BEFORE 

vowel digraphs and diphthongs.
 

Sequence
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Along with single consonants, a program should introduce a few short vowels early in 
the sound/spelling sequence, so that words can be formed and read as early as possible.

Example:

Beginning of a sound/spelling sequence of introduction: 

/a/a, /s/ s, /m/m, /t/ t, /i/ I, /f/ f

Sequence
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In a program’s sequence, letters with easy-to-pronounce sounds should be introduced 
first. 

Example:

Continuous sounds at the beginning or middle of words are easier to pronounce and 
blend than stop sounds. 

Sequence
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In a program’s sequence, letters having similar sounds and shapes should be separated.  

Example:

Lowercase letters b and d are similar in sound and shape, and therefore are easily 

confused by students.

Sequence



© Collaborative Classroom

▪ Phonological Awareness

▪ Phonics and Decodable Words

▪ High-Frequency Words

▪ Guided Spelling

▪ Reading (Connected Text and Fluency 
Practice)

Structured Literacy Approach
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Blevins, 2006

Just because a program has a scope 
and sequence doesn’t mean it’s 
systematic. The instruction must be 
cumulative. 



“Another area that should be a significant part of secondary 
literacy intervention is vocabulary development (Stahl, 1986). 

This can be accomplished through explicit instruction of 
morphology (Goodwin & Ahn, 2010), which is the knowledge 

of the meaningful word parts. If a student can learn 
approximately 40-50 prefixes, suffixes, and Latin/Greek bases, 

they will have the tools necessary to unlock the decoding, 
encoding, and meaning of many words” (Henry, 2017). 

Reading Science Considerations for Middle and High School Literacy Intervention 

 Stephanie Petricone-Turchetta
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Explicit Lessons

SIPPS Plus, Lesson 35 SIPPS Challenge, Lesson 35
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Chat with the group:

▪ What did you notice as you 

reviewed the lesson? 

▪ What are your key learnings so 

far? 

▪ What are you wondering about? 

Collaborative Work: Explicit Lessons
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▪ Phonological Awareness

▪ Phonics (Spelling-Sounds)

▪ High-Frequency Words

▪ Guided Spelling

▪ Reading Decodable Text 

and Fluency Practice

Let’s See the Elements in Action! 
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Essential Elements



Step 3: Robust Practice
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Deliberate & Purposeful 
Practice

Retrieval Practice

Spaced or Distributed 
Practice

Cumulative Practice

Interleaved Practice

Page 8
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• High-quality, accessible 

texts

• Honoring students’ 

interests

• Knowledge building

Text Quality and Accessibility
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Respectful Text



Step 4: Monitor & Adjust
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Data-Informed 
Instruction

Mastery Tests within each level 
are given at regular intervals to 
ensure that all students:

▪ Have mastered the skills 
taught.

▪ Receive additional instruction 
and support if they haven’t.

▪ Progress at an accelerated 
pace to close reading gaps 
effectively.
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 — Zaretta Hammond

Competence precedes confidence.

© Collaborative Classroom 
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 — Zaretta Hammond

Confidence precedes motivation.
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Let’s Continue the Conversation

Katharine Bonasera

kbonasera@collaborativeclassroom.org

LinkedIn

collaborativeclassroom.org/carolinas

mailto:kbonasera@collaborativeclassroom.org
http://collaborativeclassroom.org/carolinas

