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P66 Corrections

Erasure




P66 Corrections

- Erasure with rewriting.




P66 Corrections

- Supralinear addition
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P66 Corrections

- Marginal
addition




P66 Corrections

- Omuission by supralinear dots




P66 Corrections
- Omussion by supralinear dots

and parentheses




P66 Corrections
- Omussion by supralinear dots

and parentheses




P66 Corrections

Omaission by
diagonal line




P66 Corrections

- Minor orthographic shifts
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The Codex

“The most momentous development 1n the history of
the book until the invention of printing was the
replacement of the roll by the codex; this we may
define as a collection of sheets of any material, folded
double and fastened together at the back or spine, and

usually protected by covers.”
Roberts & Skeat, Birth of the Codex, p. 1.




Century (AD) _ Rolls _ Codices % Codices

S

252 0%

I | 203 4 2%
| 857 14 1.6%
-l 349 17 4.6%

1] 406 93 18.6%
-1V 54 50 48%
IV 36 99 /3%
V-V / 63 90%
V 11 3838 89%

Roberts & Skeat,1983, The birth of the codex




Hurtado’s Update

Difter but sharpen contrast:

Of all rolls 1n the database (3,033), only about 2.7% are Christian; but of all
codices (3,188), about 73% are Christian (Hurtado, ch. 2, p. 47).

Among second-century Christian items, about 71% are codices and ~22% rolls —
at a time when codices made up only ~5% of all second-century books. (p. 47)

Among third-century Christian items, about 67% are codices; Christian codices
account for roughly one-third of all third-century codices.

“the early Christian preference for the codex 1s demonstrable ... even 1n the
earliest centuries, Christian codices constitute an impressive percentage of the
totals.” — Hurtado, Earliest Christian Artifacts, ch. 2, p.47



The Codex

“the Christian use of the codex 1s a genuine anomaly
that needs an explanation. Why did the codex come
so early to be the favored format for Christian
literature but take much longer to gain a similar status
among non-Christians?”

Gamble, Books and Readers, p. 54.




But Why?

e Gospel of Mark (Roberts) — but “the arguments against 1t are formidable.”

e Antioch & the “oral law” (Roberts & Skeat’s revised, “more plausible™
theory).

 An early Pauline letter-collection (Gamble) — Hurtado finds this the most
cogent.

 The four-Gospel codex (Skeat) — only a codex could hold all four
Gospels. (Note by Ellott)

e Missionary portability (McCormick/Epp); and a marker of Christian
1dentity (Hurtado).
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Nomina Sacra

1. The four earliest  Incov¢ (Jesus), Xp16TOG Abbreviated almost invariably,
“Nomina Davina”™ (Christ), Kopiog (Lord), ®co¢c  from the earliest evidence

(God)

2. Three more mvebpa (Spirit), AvOpmmToC Contracted relatively early and
(man), 6TowpOg (Cross) often

3. Eight later TN P, VIOC, GOTNP, UNTNP, Contracted 1rregularly; depends on
ovpavoc, Topani, Aavio, whether the sense 1s “sacred”

Tepovocainu
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|. Four Earliest Nomina Sacra (from second-century manuscripts onward)

Contracted form = Ig, Iv, etc.; suspended form = In;
conflate form = Inc

T . S ——

Contracted fonns = Xg, Xu etc

FLETONLY LT N

LContracted forms = @g, (-)u etc

{ Contracted forms = K¢, Kv, etc.

2 Othet‘ Nomma Sacra

I

NOmlna Sacra Blcits - S [va, Tn, etc.

Yg, Yu etc.

Hurtado, 2018

ovpavog

— — — S— -

TTAVPOG | 076, and vartatlon €.g., OTpoS, OTpW, OTPV, TPV

(Also the ‘staurogram’ [attested in some early manuscripts, e.g., 66, 75
[ (ca. 200 CE)] = 3] )




Nomina Sacra
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Nomina Sacra
Jewish Origin?

letragrammaton
“YHWH”
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Nomina Sacra
Jewish Origin?
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Nomina Sacra
Jewish Origin?

letragrammaton
“YHWH”

nwhy

SHev XII LXX Zech. 9



Nomina Sacra
Jewish Origin?

letragrammaton
“YHWH”

nwhy

DDS 4 Q1735, Testimonia



Nomina Sacra Origins

Traube (1907); Paap Be0¢ (GOd) Clean link to Jewish Jews used Kvuplog, not ®eog;
(1959) reverence for the Name “vowelless” argument fails

Brown (1970); Treu; Kf)plOg (::@)gég) Kvpio¢ = the Greek No Jewish MS contracts

Howard (L or d, Go d) substitute for YHWH Kvploc; same “vowelless”™

flaw

Roberts (1979) ’Inggf’)g (Jesus) Explains early uniformity;  Jerusalem/Palestinian
the “theology of the Name” provenance 1s speculative

Hurtado (1998) 'Incovg (as IH = 18) Explains the suspended form “18 = life” gematria not
( JGSU.S) AND the overline attested early enough

Nachmanson (1910) (from Greek practice) Shows contraction was not a Does not explain the nomina
Christian invention sacra’s function
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P66 John 6




P75 Luke 12:52 Numbers

TABLE 1.1  Alphabetic Numerals

AN E AN B A AR

‘g.} rfo‘r'i E‘DHNHNYT)"‘F

WATRALTTAY

NE oo aelt B i B e
B EN oA NAOYNUENTHW B v c o s
o B
CBe M TAIRAPATTOTSy NYNEENERE - 0 e
b AIMLE XA EPJA L ENES[ TermI A B K 8 x B u S

AFR Erﬂv-mc’iwumuﬁrnerwomﬁ z
- ' | XY Cole, Numerals

E



Hypothesis First word
Roberts (1979) Inocovg

Hurtado (1998) Inocovg (as IH = 18)

Alphabetic Numerals

10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80
g0

th vt ih

3187 CROSS + JESUS

—
O |

=
P
Y
o
:
S
Z
"
0

Ol qiIolv <Ix| M X| ~|
W eI IXIQ||ClA|l 00|

© 0o OO & W N -




“For, hearing that Lot was taken captive, and having numbered
his own servants, born 1n his house, 318 (tin( Gen. x1v. 14 . In
Greek numerals. )),” he defeats a very great number of the
enemy. They say, then, that the character representing 300 1s,
as to shape, the type of the Lord’s sign, and that the Iota and
the Eta indicate the Savior’s name; that 1t was indicated,
accordingly, that Abraham’s domestics were 1n salvation, who
having fled to the Sign and the Name became lords of the

captives, and of the very many unbelieving nations that
followed them.”

Clement of Alexandna (2nd ¢ CE), The Stomata, 6.11
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P66 Paratext

Paragraphos, Ekthesis, Colons,

Dicolons, etc.




P66 Paratext
aragraphos, Ekthesis, Colons

1colons, etc
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P66 Paratext

Paragraphos, Ekthesis, Colons,
Dicolons, etc.
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Read and Revered

“Indeed, Judaism and Christianity were the only
religious communities 1n Greco-Roman antiquity
1in which texts had any considerable importance,
and 1n this, as 1n some other respects, Christian
groups bore a greater resemblance to
philosophical circles than to other religious
traditions."

Harry Y. Gamble, “Book Trade”



Read and Revered

e Acts 13:15,27 “After the reading from the Law and the
Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent a message to them,
saying, “Brothers, 1f you have any word of encouragement for
the people, say it...For those who live 1in Jerusalem and their
rulers, because they did not recognize him nor understand the
utterances of the prophets, which are read every Sabbath,
fulfilled them by condemning him.”

e See Luke 4:16-17, Jesus reading on the Sabbath from Isaiah.



Read and Revered

* No mass literacy: Harris concludes “the majority of people were
always illiterate.”—10-15%.

e Gamble: Christian congregations were communities “in which few
were literate” — so most met the text by hearing it, not reading it.

e Texts were read aloud in worship by a lector (avayvmotng), as
Justin describes Sunday gatherings (Apology 1, 67).

e Texts traveled fast on letter-carrying networks (Epp), binding
scattered congregations together — a distribution culture as well
as a reading culture.



Read and Revered

e Col. 4:16 “And when this letter has been read among you,
have it also read in the church of the Laodiceans; and see
that you also read the letter from Laodicea.”

e 1 Thes. 5:27 “1 put you under oath betore the Lord to have
this letter read to all the brothers.”

e Rev. 1:3 “Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of
this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who
keep what is written in it, for the time is near.”



Read and Revered

e 1 Tim. 4:13 “Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of
Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.”

e Acts 15:30-31 “So when they were sent off, they went down to Antioch,
and having gathered the congregation together, they delivered the letter. 31
And when they had read it, they rejoiced because of 1ts encouragement.”

e 2 Peter 3:15-16 “And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as
our beloved brother Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given
him, 16 as he does 1n all his letters when he speaks 1in them of these
matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which

the 1gnorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do the
other Scriptures.”
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