
The  Meaningful  Reads  Project



Do our library spaces reflect
the joy of reading?



Do our libraries inspire this kind of joy?



Or do they look a little more like this? 



How do we create library
interiors that inspire

connection?



An unexpected visual
&

A personal touch

Secret Sauce:



An unexpected visual ---- Portraits of Anonymous Readers 
&

A personal touch ---- Meaningful reading recommendations 

The Meaningful Reads Project  



"This book is a beautiful
illustration of love and the

complex ways in which
humanity processes loss. This

read is one not easily
forgotten.” 

‘The Goldfinch’      by   Donna Tartt



"This read captures the sense of
wonder in the ordinary that we so

often lose as we grow up. 

Cather evokes the feeling of
nostalgia and the ways in which we

are shaped by the people in our lives. I
even gave one of these copies to my

husband on our first date.” 

‘My Antonia’    by   Willa Cather



"Learning the Italian language is
important to me because my

husband is from Italy. 

We return often to visit family
and it’s nice to understand
what’s going on when we’re

there.” 

‘Learn  Italian  the  Fast  &  Fun  Way’      by    Marcel  Danesi



"When my son passed away I felt I
would never laugh again. 

This book helped me realize that
I can keep walking, talking,
breathing and yes, actually

laughing and still keep my grief
and my son close in my heart.” 

‘I’d Rather Laugh (How to Be Happy When Life Has Other Plans for You)’ 
by  Linda  Richman



"A wonderful story about
navigating trauma. 

How poverty sometimes leads
people to make questionable

choices, but they still deserve
love and redemption.” 

‘Little  Thieves’       ‘Painted  Devils’        ‘Holy  Terrors’ 
by   Margaret  Owen



"This field guide means a lot to
me because it helped me fall in
love with nature. Every bird I
see opens me up to a world of

wonder.” 

‘Peterson’s  Field  Guide’       by  Roger  Tory  Peterson



"I love this series because it
follows the lives of teens who

don’t feel like they belong
where they were born, and the

universe gives them doors to
worlds where they belong.”

‘Every Heart a Doorway’     The  Wayward  Children  Series

by   Seanan  McGuire



"An autistic journalist
discovers she is autistic as
an adult, which helps her

make sense of why she
experiences life so

differently than others.” 

‘A Little Less Broken: How an Autism Diagnosis Finally
Made Me Whole’ 

by   Marian  Schembari



“The series was my
biggest inspiration for

starting my writing
career.”

‘Percy Jackson’s Greek Heroes’ 
by   Rick  Riordan 



"My mother’s well loved copy of
The Hiding Place.” 

‘The Hiding Place’      by   Corrie  Ten  Boom



“Unlike any other U.S. history book I’ve
read, this one is written from the

laypersons point of view. 
If you want to find out how the people
felt and reacted to decisions made by

those in leadership, then this book
will provide you with many details

heretofore unknown.” 

‘A People’s History of the United States’      by   Howard  Zinn



“This book reminds me of cozy,
snowy evenings in New

England, listening to my mom
read the story aloud to me and
my older sister. Over the years,
I’ve had the joy of reading this

to my own children as well.”

“The Chronicles of Narnia:  The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe’ 

by  C.S.  Lewis 



“This book is a quiet and contemplative
read, like a long walk through a

gentle wood. 
It is a true love letter to the natural
world and the kind of peace that can

only be found there.” 

‘A Sand County Almanac’     by   Aldo  Leopold



"A perfect blend of adventure,
science fiction, and the fantastical. 

A Wrinkle in Time is a timeless
classic, with messages about

humanity, love, and the world that
are still applicable today.” 

‘A Wrinkle in Time’     by  Madeline  L’Engle



"An inspiring story about second
chances, new beginnings, and
found family wrapped up in a
classic table top role playing

game fantasy setting.” 

‘Legends  &  Lattes’      by   Travis  Baldree



"A no-nonsense, comedic
introduction to feminism and

navigating the world as a woman.
My dad gave me this book when I

was 15 years old.” 

‘Kiss My Tiara:  How to Rule the World as a Smartmouth Goddess’ 
by   Susan  Jane  Gilman



"Life sucks, then you’re a bug. I
found this book when I was an

angst-ridden-alienated teen. It
has always stuck with me.”

‘Metamorphosis’     by   Franz  Kafka



"This book captures the
essence that one small act

can change the world. 
You matter. What you do

matters. Change the world
one kind act at a time.” 

‘11/22/63: A Novel’     by  Stephen  King



“The quintessential book on
nutrition, for those who are
serious about their health.”

‘Whole’       by   T. Colin Campbell with Howard Jacobson



“This book was meaningful
because it offered me the

opportunity to spend time with
my grandchildren teaching

them love and kindness.” 

“The Spiffiest Giant in Town’     by  Julia  Donaldson



What will your inspired interior look like?
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